Extended Journal #4:   "Hunters in the Snow"
PART 1
· During what time of day does the story begin?

· Describe the setting at the start of the story.

· How long has Tub been waiting?

· What falls out of Tubs pockets when he dodges the truck?

· Who is driving the truck?

· What is the condition of the truck?

· Around what city is the story based?

· Who decided where the men would hunt?

· How do the men treat Tub when they arrive?

· About what does Kenny tease Frank?

· When Tub has trouble clearing the fences, how do Frank and Kenny react?

· After hunting for over 2 hours, how successful were the hunters?

· Then what do the men do?

· About what does Kenny tease Tub?

· Tub blames his weight on what?

PART 2

· By part 2, what time of day is it?

· What important visual clue does Tub miss while he is trying to catch up to Frank and Kenny?

· Initially, why could the men not follow the only signs of a deer they found?

· What do Kenny and Frank do when Tub falls behind again?

· What does Tub do then?

PART 3

· What do they make Tub do to rejoin them?

· At the start of Part 3, where does Kenny go and why?

· While Kenny is away, what revelation do we receive from Tub regarding his past relationship with Frank?

· As the 3 men are walking back towards the woods, what do they meet?  Describe it.

· How old was Kenny when he first went hunting?

· Whom does Kenny blame for the day's poor hunting and why?

· What objects does Kenny begin to shoot with his "I hate that --" refrain?

· What time of day is it during the pivotal scene?

· Why does Tub say he shot Kenny?

· Why do Frank and Tub go to the farmhouse?

· What is revealed (to Tub) during this scene that affects the previous event?

· Why don't the men wait at the farmhouse for an ambulance?

· Who gives Frank and Tub shortcut directions to the hospital?

· How does Tub react when Frank turns on him?

· Why do Tub and Frank stop en route?  Where?

· Where is Kenny during this time?  What does he do with the blankets?

· What is revealed during the tavern scene?

· Who believes he is "really in love...with [his] whole being"?

· Who says, "Frank, when you've got a friend it means you've always got someone on your side, no matter what. That's the way I feel about it, anyway" (160).

PART 4

· What does Kenny try to do while Frank and Tub are inside the tavern? (Why?)

· What does Tub leave behind in the tavern?

· The 2 men stop again:  where and why?

· What is revealed at this location?

· Who is Alice and what is her relation to this story?

· Tub compares his lies to what profession?

· After Tub's confession, what does Frank do for him?

· Who says, "I've never been so full"?

PART 5

· When Frank and Tub return to the truck, in what state do they find Kenny?

· What does Frank do with the blankets and why?

· What does Frank learn, from Tub, upon resuming the drive?

· The Big Dipper and the North Star point in what direction?

______________________________________________________________________________

1. Describe the setting of the entire story.

2. Why does Tub shoot Kenny? (his words, his thoughts)

3. Why does Frank let Kenny die? 

4. Why does Tub let him die?

5. IRONY:  explain the irony of the tavern scene and the roadhouse scene.

6. CLIMAX:  What is the climax of the story?  How does the tension rise preceding this event?

7. THEME:  Tract the revelations made during each of "inside scenes":  What thematic statement could Wolff be making?

8. READER-RESPONSE:  Find gaps in the story (read between the lines) and fill them in with your own intuition, creativity. (thoughts, motives)

9. The number 15 plays a recurring role in the story:  Explain.

10. PSYCHOLOGY: How does Frank rationalize his adulterous (and perhaps illegal) relationship with Roxanne Brewer?

11. IRONY:  What is ironic in Tub's statement:  "Frank, when you've got a friend it means you've always got someone on your side, no matter what. That's the way I feel about it, anyway" (160).

12. IRONY:  TUB:  "The way I see it, no man is an island. You've got to trust someone."

13. Why does Frank order the pancakes and prepare them as he does?

14. IRONY:  What is ironic in Kenny's refrain:  "I'm going to the hospital"?  Who taught him to say that? How does its meaning change throughout the story?

15. IRONY:  Explain the last sentence:  "They had taken a different turn a long way back" (162).

16. **EVERYONE:  Put this story in a different setting:  100-degree day fishing trip—what elements change, stay the same?
