EXTENDED JOURNAL #3
“Everyday Use”
1. CHARACTER SKETCHES:  
· Write character sketches for Mama, Maggie, and Dee.

2. MOTHERS & DAUGHTERS: 
· Discuss the mother's attitude towards Maggie and how it changes by story's end; track this development throughout the narrative.

3. REALIZATION:  
· Track Mama’s revelation/epiphany, through textual evidence.

4. COMPARISON-CONTRAST:  
· Contrast the 2 sisters.
5. INTERPRETATION:  
· Why does Mama give the quilts to Maggie? 
6. COMPARISON:  
· Compare Mama and Jimmy Cross, especially in terms of their dreams and what they reveal about the characters, characters’ relationships.
7. IRONY:  
· Explain how irony functions in the story.  Include an explanation of Dee's statement towards her mother and sister concerning their inability to understand their heritage, as well as any other ironic situations. 
8. SYMBOLISM:  
· Quilts:  How do the quilts function in the story narratively, symbolically, and thematically?

9. POV:  
· Discuss how the story would change if you changed the POV:  from Maggie’s, Dee’s, or “Hakim-a-Barber’s” perspective—or from an objective narrator’s POV.  Classic Illustration OR Creative.
10. PSYCHOLOGY:  
· Explain how passive-aggression, identity-formation, or victimization play a part of the story.

11. POST-ADOLESCENCE:  
· Considering the character of Dee, what (negative) comment could Walker be making on this period of psycho-social development?

12. RACISM:  
· Note the textual references to race and racism in the story.  What do they add to the story?
13. READER-RESPONSE:  
· Fill in the gaps left by Mama’s observations without interpretation.

14. ART:  
· Discuss, in an Illustration essay, the purposes of art:  art for art’s sake, art as possession, art as status symbol, art as practical use.

