EXTENDED JOURNAL #2

1) SYMBOLISM:  Discuss how certain characters function as symbols within the story.  What symbols do they depict, and how?  Classic Illustration.
2) CLASSIC ILLUSTRATION ESSAY:  What present rituals are outdated & could/should be removed? (proms, weddings, Christmas gifts, dating conventions, graduation ceremonies, frat/sorority pledgings, sports, funeral services,  holidays--such as Mother's, Father's, Presidents, Valentine’s day)

3) BIBLE:  Trace the Biblical allusions related to this story.  What do such allusions add to the story or suggest about meaning?
4) superstitious thinking:  Find evidence of it in our lives, its mindlessness & brutality. Classic Illustration.
incidences of mass hysteria, mob mentality in history
5) LITERARY TECHNIQUES:  Demonstrate (through Classic Illustration) how one of these not discussed in class functions within the story.
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juxtaposition

6) *Holocaust:  Discuss how this story may function as a covert comment on the Holocaust in Nazi Germany.  Consult the quotes from a critic and Jackson’s husband. 

7) OUTDATED:  Trace all the textual evidence that suggests that the ritual is outdated and doomed to fail.

8) GIRARDIAN READING:  Outline a sequel to the story that considers Rene Girard’s concept of the “sacrificial crisis.”  What would happen and why?
