EXTENDED JOURNAL #1
Choose 1 of the following prompts and develop it into a typed 2-3-page extended journal to be graded.  Do NO research; use textual evidence and your personal understanding of the text.
1) CLASSIC ILLUSTRATION ESSAY:  Prove how the men, including the victim himself, are responsible for the death of Ted Lavender.  State a reason and back it up with textual evidence; state another reason and back it up with textual evidence; ….

2) MORAL:  What is the moral of this story?  Is there a moral at all?  To respond, consult the previous handout on Tim O’Brien that contains a quote from the author regarding morals in war stories.  Add to that the way morals are treated in the story.  Classic Illustration essay.

3) PSYCHOLOGICAL READING:  Apply concepts from the realm of psychology to this story.  In class, for example, we briefly discussed defense mechanisms such as projection and displacement and related them to the destruction of Than Khe.  How does O’Brien’s work illustrate key psychological concepts?  Classic Illustration essay.
4) FEMINIST READING:  Focus on the only female character within the story (Martha) and discuss her role, her objectification, her symbolic function(s).  Classic Illustration essay.
5) CREATIVE:  Outline an update of this story, changing its SETTING from Vietnam to college/high school.  Base your story on the details from the original in general, and the first paragraph on p. 106 in particular.  Notice how O’Brien’s story is more than just a war story, that these men are symbols of humanity moving through “the jungle of life.”  Narrative outline or Classic Illustration essay in which you prove the “jungle of life” statement or prove how the story can be easily translated into another setting.
6) EPILOGUE:  What do you think happens after the story, as written, concludes?  Do you think Jimmy Cross will live up to the resolutions he made?  Will other men be killed? Why?  Classic Illustration essay.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
* Classic Illustration essay = 

· Introduction:

· introduce your topic

· end with a strong thesis statement (topic + main idea + support/reasons)

· Paragraph structure:

· state a reason

· briefly explain that reason (if necessary) in other words

· support reason with examples (textual evidence)

· Conclusion:

· repeat your thesis

· repeat your main points (reasons)

· end with a clincher sentence
