SHORT STORY PAPER
(1) CLOSE READING ESSAY:  

· Induction, moving from the specific (the parts, particulars) to the general (the whole)

· (1) choose a significant selection from a story

· (2) or, use the entire story 

· follow the story (one “part” at a time)
· note everything:  

· metaphors, allusions, symbolism, imagery, thematic statements, setting, …
· “analyze”:

· ask questions, note contradictions/oxymorons, note insightful/thematic lines, notice patterns, note definitions of key terms, summarize key passages, …

· draw conclusions:

· about the “whole,” the “general”
· at the end of your analysis

· themes, messages, meanings, interpretations

· use textual evidence to illustrate
(2) THEORY ESSAY:  
· read a theory and apply it to a particular work; 
· (1) define the theory and then 
· (2) use textual evidence to illustrate it 
(3) INTERPRETATIVE ANALYSIS ESSAY:  
· Biblical reading
· Psychological reading 
· or  other Thematic reading

· as always, use textual evidence to illustrate

(4) MOVEMENT ESSAY:  
· demonstrate how a particular work (or works) illustrates a specific literary movement; 
· (1) identify and define the movement (e.g., Romanticism, American Gothic) and then 
· (2) use textual evidence to illustrate
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
BASIC FORMAT
I. INTRODUCTION:
· Introduce your subject.

· Narrow towards your thesis (perhaps through “some” and “others”).

· End with a strong thesis statement:  topic + main idea + support 

· clearly state your claim or argument (What is your position?)

· clearly announce your support (reasons)
II.SUMMAry: (* perhaps worked into the Introduction)
· follow the order of the story

· use direct quotes, when necessary and relevant

· paraphrase otherwise (completely in your own words)
III. analysis:
· textual evidence to support your thesis (primary—this is your paper, your ideas)

· research evidence to support your thesis (secondary—research only supports your ideas)
· minimum of 3 works consulted:  

· 1 book (chapter)
· 1 journal article

· 1 Web source from credible site (no about.com, wikipedia.com)
** Classic Example (Illustration) ESSAY **
· make a point, support it with specific examples

· paragraph = 

1) name, 

2) explain, 

3) illustrate, 

4) warrant/transition

IV. CONCLUSION:
· Refer to your opening.

· Repeat your thesis and main points.

· Discuss where this issue is to go from here (further research, another essay).
· End with an appropriate clincher sentence.

V. WORKS CITED page:
· Works Cited:

· centered

· no <u>, no <i>, no <b>, no all caps

· ** Follow the proper MLA format as described in your handbooks. **
· Pay especial attention to the MLA format regarding databases.

· Alphabetically arrange all sources.

· Reverse indent all sources.

· For longer URLs to fit on lines, hit “enter” after a slash.
