DRAMA ESSAY

FORMAT:

· typed, stapled, proofread 

LENGTH:  

· 3-5 pages

RESEARCHED:  

· incorporate material from at least 3 quality sources (4th = play itself)
· cite according to the MLA format

· include a Works Consulted page, in MLA format

SPACING:  

· header on page #1 is single-spaced; the essay itself is double-spaced

FONT:  

· Times New Roman, 12”
PUNCTUATION:
· please, don't forget to underline play titles 
· quotation marks:  short stories, articles, book chapters, short poems, songs 
· underlining (or italics):  plays, books, magazines, Web sites, databases, long (epic) poems, CD titles, movies, TV shows

STRUCTURE:      (similar to Example Essay - or Compare/Contrast Essay)
· Title (reflect your Thesis)
· Introduction end with Thesis Statement

· Body paragraphs

· typically 3 paragraphs

· (1 point/idea/story per paragraph)

· this is NOT a journal

· incorporate RESEARCH
· incorporate *TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
· Conclusion 

· Works Consulted
IDEAS:
· Consider Literary Elements –
· Setting

· Plot

· Characterization

· Symbolism

· Themes 

· Consider Critical Interpretation – 
· Feminism

· Cultural Interpretation

· Other
Sophocles’ ANTIGONE
· ELEMENTS OF DRAMA –

· Setting, Metaphors, Motifs, Themes, Allusions, Irony … 

· or Freytag’s Pyramid (Exposition, Rising Action, Climax,….)
· DEFINITION of Terms – (throughout the play, characters define these terms, 1 term per paper)
· Tragic Hero, Good King x2, Good Son

· Anarchy, Stranger, Fate

· Song Tie-Ins –
· songs @ civil disobedience, self-awareness, shoulda known better, pride, ….
· READINGS – 

· Feminist Reading –

· role of women in society

· gender roles

· male-female conflict/contrast

· Ismene @ weakness, powerlessness

· Creon’s misogynist rants

· Creon assuming buried by a man

· Ismene @ women

· Creon’s she’s the man if…

· Antigone as the Tragic Hero

· women = fields to be plowed

· marriage acc. to Creon

· anarchy (civil disobedience) as a woman

· patriarchal society

· suicide as an act of empowerment? (Antigone, Eurydice)

· Cultural –

· Ancient Greek culture

· politics

· religion & burial rites (see “Setting”)

· desecration of Athens’ temples by Persian invaders (480 BC)

· early 19th century Germany

· German nationalism

· foundations of German state

· Creon = not tyrant, but moral power (HEGEL)

· Victorian

· scoff at superstitions (unburied bodies)

· Matthew Arnold’s dismissal of the work, no further interest

· Antigone in a burkah

· Antigone:  The Girl w/the Dragon Tattoo (Lisbeth Salander)
· 1945
· Modern-Day Links –

· gay marriage

· war (protests)

· Civil disobedience
· NSA leaks
· Edward Snowden
· WikiLeaks, Julien Assange
· professor vs. student
· 1945:  in Nazi-occupied France

· in 1940’s Japanese-American internment camp

· 2003 Iraq – after the War, Antigone in a veil (burkha)

· 2003 America – after 9/11 attacks, Patriot Act, Polynices as terrorist

DAVID IVES:

The Philadelphia

Sure Thing

· Comparison/Contrast:

· Al from Philadelphia & Creon from Antigone
· lack of self-knowledge & problems that arise
· Identity 

· Identity formation

· Nature vs. Nurture

· effects of place on who we are

· Song tie-in:

· chill songs

· songs @ identity

· TV show, movie tie-in

· Seinfeld
· Twilight Zone

· Whose Line Is It Anyway?
· Groundhog Day
· Alice in Wonderland
· THEMES:

· No sure things

· Absurdity of life

· Bloom where planted

· Psychological Reading –

· reverse psychology

· identity

· how to deal (defense mechanisms, self-actualized, role w/it)

· Feminist Reading –

· woman as waitress

· women = a Philadelphia (ask for the opposite)

· Cities:

· What’s it like to be caught in a NEPA or a Wilkes-Barre

CITATIONS
Works Consulted page

Works in an Anthology:
· Author [Last, First]. “Work’s Title.” [Trans., if one] Anthology. Editor/Compiler [with abbreviated title]. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Pages. Medium.
Oates, Joyce Carol. “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” 

An Introduction to Literature. Eds. Sylvan Barnett, William Burto, and William E. Cain. New York: Pearson, 2008. 483-95. Print.
· Online Article:

· Author. “Article.” Site Name. Sponsor/Publisher, Date of Post. Medium.

· Date of Access.  <Complete URL>.
Stephens, Robert. "The Tetralogies." Shakespeare Redone.com. 
SUNYAlbany, 15 Mar. 2005. Web. 23 Apr. 2010. <http://www.ShakespeareRedone.com/suny/albany/stephens/ SHK/tetralogies.html>.

In-Text Citations

· Antigone exclaims, “Nor did I think your edict had such force /  that you, a mere mortal, could override the gods, / the great unwritten, unshakeable traditions. / They are alive, not just today or yesterday: / they live forever, from the first of time, / and no one knows when they first say light” (l.504-509).

· notice the end of each line is marked by a slash “/” (space-slash-space)

· notice the period at the end (only 1 – after the citation)

· citation = line numbers

· if typed longer than 4 lines ( BLOCK QUOTE

· Dr. Jayne Smythe, professor of Ancient Literature at Harvard University, asserts, “Antigone represents a strong female role model in a time when few existed” (par.6).

· in this citation – from an online article – the citation is merely the page referent

· notice the lead-in expression I used to note the author’s credentials before the quote

· not needed every time you quote this source

· but the first time 

· (who is she & why should I care what she has to say on this subject)

· if I had not used the author’s name in the lead-in, I would have had to placed her last name in the citation, too (Smythe par.6)

· notice comma-space-quotation marks to set up direct quote

· notice the present tense of the introductory verb (“asserts”)

· notice the end period

CITE!!


according to MLA format


every time you borrow ideas











