The Lost Generation
· 1920s

· post-World War I (the war to end all wars)

· American expatriates (self-imposed exile)
· relocated to Paris

· wandered Europe

	· Ernest Hemingway                     

· F. Scott Fitzgerald                 

· Gertrude Stein 

· (coined the term)

· “You are all a Lost Generation.”

· Sherwood Anderson, Hart Crane, Ford Maddox Ford
· John Dos Passos, e.e. cummings, Archibald MacLeish


BELIEFS:
· rejected wartime’s patriotic, pro-war literature (die for country, war is heroic –grandiose deaths)

· rejected America’s post-war values (anti-materialism)
· characters = exhibit a sense of moral loss or aimlessness
· effects of the war:

· disillusionment 

· destructiveness/brutality of war
· 1st modern war

· Man = beast, primitive, savage

· belief that good comes of good (Protestant work ethic)

· BUT 

· many good young men died in war

· or returned home physically, emotionally, psychically wounded/disfigured

· = lost faith in previous morals

· “The generation was ‘lost’ in the sense that its inherited values were no longer relevant in the postwar world and because of its spiritual alienation from a U.S. that, basking under Pres. Warren G. Harding’s ‘back to normalcy’ policy, seemed to its members to be hopelessly provincial, materialistic, and emotionally barren.” (Britannica)

STYLE:
· different type of literature:

· different style

· different subject matter

· (post-Victorian)

· mood of futility & despair
· alienation

· disillusionment

· wandering souls (lost)

· realism (over Romantic clichés)

· frank language

· sexual explicitness

· created myth (over Classical mythologies)

· symbolism

