Edgar Allan Poe & the
5 BASIC RULES for DETECTIVE FICTION

Based on “Murders at the Rue Morgue”

1. There must be a crime, preferably a murder, because it fascinates readers more than any other crime & there appears to be an unlimited number of ways that people can die (& kill).

2. There must be a detective, someone with superior powers of inductive & deductive reasoning, who is capable of solving the crime that baffles the official police system.

3. The police must be seen as either incompetent or as incapable of solving a certain type of complex crime.

4. The reader must be given all the information or “clues” to be able to solve the crime if the “clues” are properly interpreted.

5. The detective must explain who the criminal is & the motive, means, & opportunity by the conclusion of the story.

Deane Mansfield-Kelley & Lois Machiana’s book Death by Pen: The Longman Anthology of Detective Fiction from Poe to Paretzsky, 2007
