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ANTIGONE
Sophocles:
· (c.495 BC –c.405 BC)

· only 7 of his 120+ plays survive
· Oedipus the King, Oedipus at Colonus, Antigone  (Theban plays)
· Electra, Ajax
· Women of Trachis (Trachiniae), Philoctetes
· born in Colonus (near Athens)

· studied under Aeschylus (master of Greek tragedy)
· themes:

· no questioning the justice of the gods

· assumed a divine order that humans must follow

· protagonists:

· strong-willed

· prideful

· lack of self-knowledge

· end tragically b/c of such traits (hubris)
· plays @ Project Gutenberg 

· < http://www.gutenberg.org/files/31/31-h/31-h.htm >

ANTIGONE

· 3rd play in the Theban plays
· written 1st 

· @ 442 BC
· Sophocles’ story continues Aeschylus’ Seven Against Thebes
· but with some changes in the situation
· Aeschylus ends the play series w/the story
· not much of a focus
· Sophocles = 1st to give the story its own play
· Euripides later did his own version
· (not extant)

· more Romance
· focuses on the love story btw Antigone & Haemon
· happy ending: they get married
NOT a TRILOGY:

· written out of order –  (3, 1, 2)

· Antigone (c. 442 BC)

· before the outbreak of civil war (Peloponnesian Wars)

· Oedipus the King (430 BC)

· during early years of the wars

· after the Athenian plague of 429 BC

· Oedipus at Colonus (401 BC – after Sophocles’ death)

· in Sophocles’ old age

· in the final desperate days of the wars

· independent units

· not a single story arch

· inconsistencies, different mythical antecedents

· changing tragic vision

BACKGROUND:
· King Laius of Thebes & his descendents= cursed by Apollo

· Oracle of Delphi

· Apollo’s oracle

· warns that Laius’ son will kill him

· Laius abandons Oedipus to die in the mountains

· Oedipus survives

· later meets & kills his father (unbeknownst to either) on road to Thebes

· [image: image12.png]


solves the Riddle of the Sphinx & becomes king of Thebes 
· unwittingly marries his mother (Jocasta) & has children

· later discovers his incest (& patricide), blinds self, leaves Thebes

· Jocasta kills herself (hangs by hair)

· Oedipus abdicates, giving throne to sons in alternating years

· Oedipus = self-imposed exile
· Antigone leads Oedipus into exile 
· Creon, Jocasta’s brother, becomes regent & guardian of Oedipus’ 2 daughters 
· [image: image13.png]


Antigone, Ismene

· Oedipus at Colonus 

· rejoined w/ Ismene (w/ news of oracle)

· oracle prophecy @ Oedipus’ corpse in Thebes = good

· visited by Creon, Polynices – both w/ self-interest 
· Oedipus curses E&P as traitors (kill each in battle)

· "That city you will never storm, but first will fall, you and your brother, blood-imbrued. […] This curse I leave you as my last bequest: Never to win by arms your native land, nor return to Argos, but by a kinsman's hand to die and slay."
· Oedipus dies, daughters return to Thebes to try to stop bloodshed

· Oedipus’ 2 sons vie for throne

· Polynices, Eteocles (TWINS) older, younger

· Eteocles exiled Polynices (to Argos)

· Polynices returns w/ army – 7 chieftains (“7 against Thebes”)

· Polynices & Eteocles kill each other in the ensuing battle 

· Creon = king of Thebes
· Antigone opens w/Antigone & Ismene discussing Creon’s 1st decree

· Antigone = 
· Creon’s niece, soon to be daughter-in-law

· Oedipus’ elder daughter
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PLOT of ANTIGONE:
ACT I:
· Antigone & Ismene discussing Creon’s Proclamation

· Proclamation:

· Eteocles:  to be buried, given full funeral rites

· Polynices:  not to buried, not to be given funeral rites, not to be mourned, left to the birds of prey as carrion

· punishment = death (by stoning, in public)
· Antigone:  wants to bury Polynices, give full rites

· Duty to King

· Duty to Gods/Dead

· familial duty vs. civic duty

· damn the consequences

· fears “the hatred of the dead” (shades) more than king, death

· Ismene:  afraid, tries to talk Antigone out of it

· Duty to King

· subservient role of women in society

· powerlessness

· women

· “underlings”

· w/o might, strength, might

· royal decree

· thinks Antigone is being rash, irrational

· emotion vs. logic
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ACT II:
· Chorus
· old citizens of Thebes
· recap of background
· rising sun = rising peace
· chasing darkness = chasing/expelling enemy invader (Polynices)
· retells Polynices’ prideful attack & gods thwarting
· party, Dionysian-style (celebrate victory)
· segue to Creon
· wonder why he’s called for them
· end w/ a series of questions
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ACT III:
· Creon & Chorus
· metaphor 
· “ship of state”

· Chorus = loyal to King Laius (House of Laius)

· Oedipus

· his sons (Polynices & Eteocles)

· gives his “résumé” to succeed as leader

· his “standards,” “principles”

· “Experience is the test”

· a worthless ruler = 

· doesn’t adopt the soundest policies & keeps his mouth shout

· favors a friend/family member over the country

· no friend who menaces the city

· (no patronage, nepotism)—see “Setting” below re: aristocratic families

· [becomes the case w/ Antigone – his niece]

· [becomes the case w/ Haemon – his son]

· “our country is our safety”

· Proclamation explanation #2

· his side, rationale
	“unburied, / unwept, the dead spreading death” (plague in Oedipus Rex, 207)


· Polynices

· returned from exile

· to destroy his “father-city” & home of his gods

· to kill his “kinsmen” & sell the rest as slaves

· “Never at my hands / will the traitor be honored above the patriot.”

· called the Chorus to make sure they don’t side w/anyone who breaks his orders
· Sentry

· babbling on, dragging it out, self-protecting (Polonius)

· don’t kill the messenger
	fear: contrast to Oedipus, 100


· someone buried Polynices & performed the rites

· lightly covered in dust/dirt

· morning guard found it

· turned on each other 

· violence

· self-protection

· “each man for himself”

· (SC)

· Chorus

· think it was “the work of the gods”

· Creon

· turns on them

· ANGER

· calls them “senile”

· fears Conspiracy 

· (paranoid??)

· thinks whole guard = bribed (Money #2) ( Apostrophe to Money
· turns on the Sentry

· find who did this OR tortured to death

· no easy death – torture (see Ismene accusation below)

· Sentry

· “Oh it’s terrible when the one who judges judges things all wrong.” ***
· Creon’s lack of judgment, wisdom

· won’t come back, even if find culprit 

· ( Creon’s behavior/temper do not engender service/loyalty  (only fear)*

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ACT IV:
· Chorus
· “the wonder of mankind”

· (Hamlet’s “What a piece of work is man?”)

· rules the Earth, sea

· traps the bird, beast

· “conquers all” (lions, stallions, oxen)

· speech & thought

· law

· shelter

· only Death

· qualities of a good leader/citizen

· laws of the land + justice of the gods

· “inhumanity”

· reckless daring

· segue to Antigone 
· wonder why she’s shackled as a prisoner
· end w/ a series of questions
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ACT V:
· Antigone arrested
· Sentry caught her red-handed

· they un-buried Polynices

· dust storm (BC)

· Antigone discovers the reversal, reburies, re-rites

· caught, accepts responsibility for 1st & 2nd burials

· partially admires her

· but…self-serving, looks out for #1

· her defense

· 1) not a decree by Zeus

· 2) not a decree by Justice (not a “just” law)

· 3) not a decree that could “override the gods” (their laws/traditions)

· gods laws vs. man’s laws

· divine vs. earthly/human laws

· his wounded pride (decree = hurt feelings, personal)

· accepts death

· accepts mortality

· this = good death

· death = “a rich reward” b/c of her grief (father, mother, brothers)

· Antigone = Oedipus

· compared by Chorus

· “passionate, wild … / she hasn’t learned to bend before adversity”

· Creon

· her crime = 2x

· 1) insolence, crime against the state/edict

· 2) mocked royal authority

· personal #2
· Creon

· no justice #2 (see TX of Sentry)

· “the most barbaric death”

· this = beyond the proclamation, this  personal
· accuses Ismene, too - w/o proof

· Antigone

· just kill me

· the Chorus (public) would agree w/me if they weren’t afraid of you

· fear #2
· Creon = tyrant (rules by fear)

· Creon

· tries to reason w/her

· Eteocles = your brother, too

· Polynices = his enemy 

· Antigone

· Death wants rites for ALL

· I love, not hate

· Ismene

· wants to accept a part in the crime

· to stand by her sister

· (to her sister’s objections)

· Haemon to marry Antigone
· Haemon = Creon & Eurydice’s son

· Antigone & Ismene under guard
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ACT VI:
· Chorus
· family curses

· curse on a house (House of Oedipus)

· “…once / the gods have rocked a house to its foundations / the ruin will never cease, cresting on and on / from one generation on throughout the race”

· “one generation cannot free the next”

· only the gods can stop the “devastation”

· “’Sooner or later / foul is fair, fair is foul / to the man the gods will ruin.”

· sooner or later the gods will destroy those of the damned house

· until then, they blindly live their lives, blind to the imminent destruction

· segue to Haemon

· crying over lost Antigone

· ends w/series of questions
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ACT VII:
· Haemon

· dutiful son, obedient to father’s demands

· no problem w/Antigone’s death

· love vs. duty to father

· Creon

· duty to father
· “subordinate to your father’s will in every way”

· “dutiful & attentive”

· to avenge (“with interest”) his father’s enemies

· to match (only “match”) the respect to his father’s friends

· misogyny (?)

· women = trouble

· pleasure goes cold

· nothing worse than betrayal

· civil disobedience = adultery
· house = state

· “never be rated / inferior to a woman”
· Haemon

· word on the street

· the City = supports Antigone

· thinks she doesn’t deserve to die for doing what “a glorious action”

· warns father not to be “single-minded, self-involved” or “too rigid”

· echoes Creon to Antigone @ how the prideful = destroyed

· Creon = Antigone (prideful, stubborn)

· Creon

· won’t be lectured to by young (pride)

· turns on Haemon

· Haemon
· Creon = talking like a child, no city is owned by 1man, offending justice, offending gods

· “mindless, empty judgments”

· (echoes Sentry earlier) (echoes Antigone – foolish by a fool)

· storms out like a child (you’ll never see me again)

· Creon

· changes his mind

· Ismene = not to be put to death

· Antigone = to be walled up outside of the city, w/little food

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ACT VIII:
· Chorus
· Apostrophe to Love

· Love = madness

· “you wrench the minds of the righteous into outrage, / swerve them to their ruin”

· echoes of KL (like flies to wanton boys; they kill us for sport)

· echoes of R&J (Juliet into “bridal vault”) – maybe Hamlet, too, Ophelia “sweets for sweet”

· segue to Antigone’s being led to vault (“bridal vault”)

· Chorus moved to tears

· emotion vs. reason, Pathos vs. Logos

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ACT IX:
· Antigone being led to vault
· married? (no)

· denied rites in marriage (SC)
	NO:  rue/regrets/mourns the rites she sacrificed


· no wedding song (no, she rues not being allowed to marry as planned)

· SC:

· no rites (burial, marriage)

· violence

· self-preservation, turn on each other

· brother vs. brother violence

· Antigone being buried = living among the dead (not natural for living to go among the dead)

· “living death” (buried alive)

· reverence seen as irreverence

· Niobe myth

· Theban queen turned to stone by gods for pride (her “living death”)

· Chorus

· blames Antigone’s PRIDE for her troubles like Niobe

· “Your own blind will, your passion has 
destroyed you.”

· sins of the father 
· (Oedipus’ curse – family curse)

· “stranger”

· Antigone feels like a stranger

· exile 
	· stranger = sacrificial victim, scapegoat

· “stranger” in OR = murderer, Contagion (513)


· caught in between (SC)
· no home on Earth/Thebes

· no home in Underworld

· Antigone

· SC

· buried alive (living in grave)
· reverence seen as irreverence (Mirror World)
· CURSE:

· let them be treated as they’ve mistreated me (to gods) = equality/fairness/JUSTICE
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ACT X:
· Chorus

· FATE

· myth of Danae

· locked in room by father
· b/c of prophesy 
· that her son would kill her father
· Zeus visited her as a shower of gold
· son = Perseus
· (echoes Laius & Oedipus – can’t escape FATE)
· Antigone = Danae (holed away)

· Antigone = Lycurgus (punished b/c of his pride, wouldn’t worship Dionysus)

· punishment (“yoke”) = cures PRIDE
· tames the afflicted

· humbles

· punishment = the Fates riding them hard

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ACT XI:
· Tiresias: 

· blind seer, w/ prophecy for Creon
	Creon & Tiresias = Oedipus & Tiresias

· accuses Tire. as co-conspirator
· Tire. reacts in anger

· Tire. tells what he was holding back 

· (YOU = the problem)


· looked for omens among the birds

· BUT nothing

· birds killing each other (SC)

· tried to offer burnt sacrifice

· no fire

· nothing in the bones, bladders, fat

· “the rites failed” (SC)

· Creon = to blame

· “And it is you -- /your high resolve [PRIDE] that sets this PLAGUE on Thebes.”

· altars are befouled (Polynices’ carrion) ( gods = deaf to prayers

· can make atonement

· “PRIDE is a crime.”

· Creon
· reacts personally

· thinks CONSPIRACY

· accuses all seers as “mad for money” money-hungry (MONEY)

· Tiresias

· gets dragged into argument w/Creon – gets angry
· PROPHECY

· one of Creon’s children will die…shortly

· reciprocity 

· child for child, corpse for corpse, tit-for-tat

· Causes of SC:

· put a living in the dead (crossed worlds, this life & underworld)

· put dead in the living (unburied corpse)

· Effects of SC:

· Failed rites –

· “great hatred arises against” Creon b/c 

· dogs, beasts, crows have carried the carrion to other cities & defiled their altars

· Nemesis = FURIES

· Creon obeys Chorus’ pleas

· Not b/c he believes it, has a change of heart

· But b/c he fears the prophecy, Tiresias hasn’t been wrong before (hedging his bets)

· Chorus convinces Creon to obey Tiresias’ warning

· free Antigone

· bury Polynices

· undo it personally
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ACT XII:
· Chorus
· at the altar

· offers prayers to DIONYSUS, Bacchus

· plea for healing

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ACT XIII:
· Messenger
· relates the death of Haemon

· killed self

· Eurydice

· Queen, Haemon’s mother

· overhears Messenger’s message

· while going to pray to Athena (for help w/the current troubles)

· goddess of wisdom

· protector of Greek cities

· (an act that shows her innocence, purity, religiosity – not like Creon)

· Messenger
· promises to relate the TRUTH to Eurydice

· recounts the Death of Haemon

· Creon

· funeral rites –

· washed the remains of Polynices

· gather what remained & burned it

· heard cries from afar

· recognized Haemon’s voice

· rushed to Antigone’s prison

· Antigone = hanged 

· suicide

· w/her own veils

· Haemon had discovered her corpse & cried out

· (= true love)

· spat in Creon’s face

· tried to stab Creon (lunged & missed)

· falls on own sword (purposefully)

· suicide

· ½ way to the hilt

· embraced Antigone as he died

· “body enfolding body”

· Messenger
· all Creon’s fault

· “Creon shows the world that of all the ills / afflicting men the worst is lack of judgment.”

· Eurydice leaves w/o word
· discretion (no weeping by queen in public)

· or

· suicide

· Creon
· returns carrying Haemon’s corpse (pieta)

· accepts blame

· his PRIDE
· Messenger

· Eurydice = dead

· suicide #3

· stabbed herself at the altar
· CURSES Creon for being responsible for killing her 2 sons (Haemon & Megareus, before the play’s action)
· or, self-sacrifice to Athena 
· stabbed herself at the altar
· Creon

· accepts FULL responsibility

· for Haemon

· for Eurydice

· (BUT not for Antigone)

· never mentions her name for the rest of the play
· “A rash, indiscriminate fool.”

· self-imposed exile from Thebes (like Oedipus)

· Chorus

· last words = THEMES
· Wisdom is by far the greatest part of joy, 

· and reverence toward the gods must be safeguarded.

· The mighty words of the proud are paid in full

· with mighty blows of fate, and at long last

· those blows will teach us wisdom.”

· good judgment

· obey the gods

· pride is a sin & will be avenged

· fate is inescapable & vengeful

· punishment = instructive (restoring wisdom, good judgment)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6TH ACT of ANTIGONE:
· Thebes, Creon, is left alone & vulnerable against attack

· the Epigonoi (sons of the 7 against Thebes) successfully attack Thebes

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FOLLOW-UP of ANTIGONE:
· EXPOSITION
· opening scenes

· Antigone w/ Ismene
	RECAPS:  lots of them throughout


· Creon w/ Chorus

· Chorus

· the Sentry

· the Messenger

· CONFLICT
· The Argument
· Creon’s Proclamation

· Side #1 (Antigone) = against

· Side #2 (Creon) = for

· duty to king OR to conscience

· SIDE #1

· obey w/o question, total loyalty

· in times of CRISIS, a citizen’s duty is to the state & its unquestionable rulers

· king = always right

· (Creon)

· SIDE #2

· question authority

· morality, conscience over civic duty

· higher laws

· (Antigone)
· Protagonist 
· (hero/heroine?)

· Creon is the main character

· onstage more than Antigone

· she’s gone after line 1036-1470 

· he = cause of SC

· he needs to learn his lesson

· BUT

· his behaviors = un-“heroic”

· he = proud tyrant

· Antagonist
· Antigone stands up to Creon

· “antagonizes” him 
· flouts his edict
· does that make her a “VILLAIN”?
· OR

· is she the “HERO”?

· she stands up for what’s right

· no fear of death, accepts death as inevitable part of life

· duty to brother

· duty to gods

· duty to the dead

· she does try to reason w/Creon

· although it’s after the fact
· she = proved right by the outcome

· TITLE = her name

· (suicide = Christian sin)

· If she’s not the hero, is that SEXIST?

· If she is the hero, is that PROGRESSIVE, enlightened?

· RISING ACTION
· Antigone resolves to defy edict & bury brother
· twice
· CLIMAX
· too early?
· confrontation between Antigone & Creon

· when she’s arrested & admits her “crime”

· after burying Polynices for the 2nd time

· CATASTROPHE—DENOUEMENT
· death of Antigone

· death of Haemon
· death of Eurydice

· Creon accepts responsibility

· (RECOGNITION)
· RECOGNITION
· Creon gives in to Chorus, regarding Tiresias’ warnings/prophecies

· Creon accepts responsibility for deaths of Haemon & Eurydice
THEMES:
· PRIDE (hubris) = a great sin

· lack of judgment = serious sin

· reason is a divine gift (said 2x)

· so not to use it = sin 

· duty:

· civic (kings) vs. divine (gods)

· civic (kings) vs. personal (morality)

· father vs. moral conscience

· self-preservation vs. moral duty (truth)

· duty to the dead – honor the dead

· justice

· man’s justice vs. divine justice

· man’s laws vs. gods’ laws

· money

· what makes a good ruler, tyrant

· what makes a good citizen
· civil disobedience

· FATE

· unknown

· family curses, predestination

· clash w/authority, rules, norms, traditions

· politician vs. anarchist

· * public policy vs. individual conscience

· human laws vs. conscience
· morality, doing what’s right, damn the consequences
· These three conflicts are very closely related, but this crude set of pairings helps to untangle some of the central issues of the play. Antigone and her values line up with the first entity in each pair, while Creon and his values line up with the second. Antigone continues to be a subversive and powerful play, and the inspiration for generations of rebels and dissidents. In the 20th century, a version of Antigone rewritten during the Second World War became one of the most powerful texts of resistance against the Nazis. The conflict between the individual and the power of the state was as pressing for Greek audiences as it is to modern ones. Antigone is a threat to the status quo; she invokes divine law as defense of her actions, but implicit in her position is faith in the discerning power of her individual conscience. She sacrifices her life out of devotion to principles higher than human law. Creon makes a mistake in sentencing her-and his mistake is condemned, in turn, by the gods-but his position is an understandable one. In the wake of war, and with his reign so new, Creon has to establish his authority as supreme. On the other hand, Creon's need to defeat Antigone seems at times to be extremely personal. At stake is not only the order of the state, but his pride and sense of himself as a king and, more fundamentally, a man.
· PRIDE

· There is no question that pride, in the context of Antigone (and most of Sophocles' works), is a trait despised by the gods and punished without mercy. In Antigone, Sophocles describes the type of pride that allows men to create laws that substitute for divine principles. In other words, when Creon creates a law because he believes it is divine will, that is the ultimate display of punishable pride, for no man can ever create a law that is equal to or above divine right. As a result, when Tiresias comes with the news that Creon will suffer, Creon realizes that he has made a terrible mistake, and yet still refuses to admit it, bending to the prophet's message only because he wants to preserve his life, not because he knows he's gone too far. As a result, he must suffer the loss of his family. (human law over divine law, personal ( poor judgment)
· Inaction/Lack of Agency versus Agency

· When faced with injustice, Antigone and Ismene react quite differently - the former aggressively, progressively, and the latter more conservatively. Ismene is not so much afraid of injustice as she is frightened of her own demise - and she cannot bear to incur the wrath of men for fear of being condemned to the same fate as the rest of her family. After watching her father and brothers die, she believes that the best course of action is to lie low and obey. In the case of Ismene, it seems inaction is tied to fear-at least until she willingly offers to die next to Antigone, at which point we realize that she is not so much inactive as she is unsure of her place as a woman. Thus, while Ismene is a figure characterized principally by doubt, Antigone is one who plunges ahead purely on self-belief and her firm convictions about right and wrong. Ultimately, then, because of these fundamental differences in philosophy, they cannot die together, though Ismene wants to. Antigone forbids it - she cannot bear to have her sister tag along when Ismene all along is in the camp of the patriarchs, despite her eleventh-hour shift. (Sentry, public, Chorus, Ismene)
· The Threat of Tyranny

· Athenians, and particularly Thebans, were sensitive to the idea of tyranny and the fine line between a strong leader and a brutal tyrant. Creon is in many ways a sympathetic character, but he abuses his power subtly - mainly by decreeing man's law as a consequence of divine will. His faults do not necessarily stem from a lust for power, for he often has noble intentions. He is completely loyal to the state, but is subject to human weakness and poor judgment. Indeed, at the beginning of the play he frequently comments on his desire to do what's best for Thebes and gains the confidence of both Haemon and the Chorus of Elders, who say that they will follow him if that is his goal. And though he continues to reprise this theme, Creon is clearly more concerned with preserving certain values of law rather than the good of the city. When faced with a choice that would preserve 'tradition' or his own interpretation of the rule of law vs. a more progressive approach that does not follow precedent but clearly benefits Thebans, he chooses the former.  (these = from < http://www.gradesaver.com/antigone/study-guide/major-themes/ >) (NOT ambition, BUT pride, poor judgment)
· gender conflict

· male vs. female

· role of women in Greek society

· Ismene

· Creon

· Antigone's gender has profound effects on the meaning of her actions. Creon himself says that the need to defeat her is all the more pressing because she is a woman. The freedom of Greek women was extremely limited; the rules and strictures placed on them were great even for the ancient world. Antigone's rebellion is especially threatening because it upsets gender roles and hierarchy. By refusing to be passive, she overturns one of the fundamental rules of her culture. Ismene is Antigone's foil because she is completely cowed by the rule of men and believes that women should be subservient to them or risk incurring their wrath. Men are stronger, she says, and therefore must be obeyed. Ultimately, however, we see that she has merely bought into the problematic concepts that Creon espouses, for even when Creon realizes he may be wrong, he switches his defense, arguing that even if he were incorrect, he couldn't admit defeat to a woman, for that would upset divine law even more than backtracking on his principles. It is this fundamental untruth that Sophocles' play seeks to correct, mainly through the punishment that the Gods inflict on Creon as a result of his obtuse, misogynistic thinking.

· CHARACTERIZATION
· TIRESIAS:

· voice of the gods

· spokesperson of the gods, gods’ will, divine law

· authority figure

· allows the audience to know which side = “right” (Truth)

· Turning Point for Creon

· CHORUS

· Old Athenians

· vacillate in terms of morality 

· don’t necessarily rebuke Creon for his decree
· do rebuke Antigone for her contumacy

· (Chorus vacillation = Sophoclean trait)

· they do eventually see the light, man-up & confront Creon

· their last words = play’s last words = play’s themes

· their rebuke = necessary
· for Tragedy

· isolates the Tragic Hero

· Antigone is all alone in her plight

· heroic stature = isolated greatness
· weakness of the general population

· ANTIGONE
· only in 3 SCENES –

· (1) PROLOGUE (announces plans for crime)

· (2) CONFRONTATION (defends crime)

· (3) PASSION (faces punishment for crime)

· unconquerable force of will

· affection for her family

· brothers

· even rebel Polynices (forgiveness)

· parents

· even Oedipus & Jocasta

· obstinate, anarchist, prideful (?)

· loves Haemon

· Does she have an Oedipal Complex for Polynices??

· FLAW in characterization

· only a brother could make her resolve to such self-sacrifice

· would have left the rest to rot

· not a child (could have another)

· not a husband (could marry again)

· with no father & mother to have another son

· with both brothers dead in battle

· sophistry

· either interpolation or flub by Sophocles

	(+)
	(-)

	· duty to family

· duty to gods

· duty to dead

· aware of family history, its suffering

· strength of will, resolve, passion

· self-sacrifice for good cause

· faces death heroically

· loves sister (defends her in death)

· loves Haemon
	· stubborn, willful, unyielding, PRIDEFUL

· same passion as Oedipus & Creon

· “sophistry” above

· no thought for Ismene

· no thought for Haemon

· self-righteousness


· CREON

· king & father must rule by absolute authority, unquestioned

· extremely prideful

· iron will

· punishes indiscriminately

· always makes the punishment not fit the crime

· punishes worse than the decree – more horrible/cruel deaths

· (& is treated the same way by the gods)

· reacts personally to any challenge

· PRIDE

· fears subjects being bought by MONEY to go against him
	(+)
	(-)

	· duty to city/state (defender of city)
· requires allegiance/loyalty to leader in time of crisis (see “Political Reading” below)
· public loyalty over personal (“friend”)

· declaration of his principles = traditional democratic patriotic rhetoric (Pericles’ Funeral Oration)

· not anti-religious (protects gods’ shrines, thinks they wouldn’t want enemy of city buried)

· strength of will, resolve, passion

· does accept responsibility at the end
	· stubborn, willful, unyielding, PRIDEFUL

·  “sophistry” 

· no thought for others, best interest of the state
· no thought for Haemon

· confuses his interests w/city’s best interest

· ego, takes everything personally
· paranoia

· fear of money

· vindictive (torture) .. esp. when challenged

· blasphemous

· self-righteousness


	Antigone & Creon = same
	Antigone & Creon = different

	· stubborn, willful, unyielding, PRIDEFUL
· sophistry

· no thought for others

· react personally

· unbearably self-righteousness

· serve their respective ideologies w/same passion
· total devotion
· same fate
· he deprives her of spouse & child
· he is deprived of spouse & child
· Tragic Heroes

· she faces death knowingly, freely, voluntarily; passionately serving her cause
· he lacked wisdom, judgment, unwittingly 
	· A - duty to gods (divine law)

· C - duty to city (man-made laws)

· Creon’s personal motives

· his ego & good of people = mixed

· (Are Antigone’s motives personal, too? Desperate for some kind of familial connection – though she has a living sister?)

· A- wishes for justice for Creon, NOT more than he deserves; M4M

	Betray “standards”

· Creon:

· (1) city

· TRUE MOTIVES = selfish

· refuses to believe Haemon’s report on public sentiment (for Antigone, though fear Creon), places self above the people, not for the city, “The city is the king’s”

· becomes a TYRANT: 

· despotic ruler who seizes power & retains it by intimidation & force 

· Athens under tyrants until democracy (508 BC)

· (2) gods

· blasphemes Zeus, city gods
· mocks Hades (“Death”)

· mocks piety

· mocks family, family bonds

· (3) vindictive, violent, cruel

· torture:  Sentry

· cruel: to kill Antigone in front of Haemon

· increasingly savage invective

· turns on all who offer resistance

· Antigone, Haemon, Tiresias, Chorus

· (4) sexist

· b/c Antigone is a woman
	Betray “standards”

· Antigone:

· (1) family

· family over city
· TRUE MOTIVES = selfish

· wants to die

· world-weariness, depression

· b/c of family history

· (2) both Family & Dead
· would only do this for Brother

· would have left Husband & Child to rot

· (so much for championing unwritten laws)

· = total repudiation of “same rites for all”
· what’s more family than mother & child

· BUT
· death’s clarity shows her her true motives

· she’s lonely, introspecting

· Herodotus’ Histories has story of King Darius who allowed Intaphranes’ wife choose one of the prisoners to save & she chose her brother & echoes Antigone’s lines

· (1) not Sophocles words BUT Aristotle confirms the lines (& true to character) 

· (2) Tragic Hero = ALONE

· like Christ on cross

· no friends, no gods

· (3) has sacrificed these for actions
· Antigone = not Creon

· she never renounces gods, still reverent

· she’s still faithful to the her family dead

· she asks gods for justice – fair retribution

· We know Antigone = right
· Tiresias confirms it by his appearance

· regular people’s honest reaction (Sentry, people), though they’re afraid of Creon

· Creon’s punishment


· TRAGIC HERO:
· ANTIGONE:

· resolute, determined, constant

· does not change, bend under pressure (unlike Creon, Creon predicts)

· in Battle of Wills, she wins (Creon 528+)
· fearless, not afraid to die

· SUICIDE –

· not Christian concept, not sin

· power, control, independence

· power over her own death

· true to her “standards” of not being afraid of dying

· true to her “standards” of being true to god of Death, Hades

· like other Sophoclean heroes of strong character –

· Oedipus, Ajax, Electra, Philoctetes

· uncompromising determination, high sense of self worth, quick to offense (b/c of self worth), ready to die (rather than surrender)

· defiant to the end

· like Prometheus

· like Homer’s Achilles 

· CREON:

· prideful, resolute, willful

· blasphemous

· punished, chastised ( has Recognition

· punishment = “exquisite appropriateness”

· he mocks family bond ( loses Son & Wife

· both curse him at their deaths

· he = tyrant ( threat of more invasions

· b/c carrion has infected altars of other cities

· Creon = “disastrous failure” 

· as head of family, of state

· offender of gods (above, below)

· a man w/o friends, family

· feared , not loved as ruler

· no respect of citizens

· he = no one, loss of all IDENTITY
· SC:
· Failed Funeral Rites (Polynices & Antigone) (& 7 chieftains)
· buries one he shouldn’t (buries living)

· doesn’t bury one he should (leaves open/unburies dead)

· cuts off Antigone’s funeral dirge

· Failed Marriage Rites (Antigone & Haemon)

· Mirror World of virtues

· duty seen as betrayal/disobedience

· reverence seen as irreverence

· Tainted Altars (by Polynices’ carrion)

· Punishment: from public to personal/private
· SETTING
· Thebes (mythical past of Ancient Greece)

· immediately after successful defense of city

· against Polynices (& 7 Argos chieftains against Thebes)
· unsettled rule

· shaky, nervous

· tension - terrorized
· uncertainty

· rebuilding
· attacked by one of their own

· (from hero to enemy)

· who brought foreign warlords (Argos)

· to a city that’s been invaded & conquered often
· strong belief in 

· the Olympian gods (& their divine retribution)

· fate (Fates)

· augury
· sacrificial rites (rites gone wrong = SC)

· proper burial rites
· unburied = eternal torment for soul (shades)
· burial =

· familial duty (to protect soul)

· religious duty (demanded by the gods)

· hero or villain, ends w/life
· women’s duty to care for the dead

· preparation

· wailing, emotional lament for the dead
· why Antigone expects Ismene to join her & rebukes her (harshly)
· aristocratic families
· prior to Democracy, ruled (like barons)

· through Democracy, still influential

· powerful

· exclusive, separate identities from the rest of the citizenry

· religious cults

· family priesthoods

· self-interests

· traced lineage to HERO or GOD

· Persian Invasion 480 BC

· desecration of shrines & temples (as Polynices threatened)

· denial of burial
· SYMBOLISM:
· symbolic of the SC
· Antigone buried alive in cave

· life in death, death in life

· blend of 2 worlds (this life, Underworld)

· Polynices unburied in fields

· unburied dead = taint, contamination, contagion

· unholy, placing man’s law over gods’

· blindness:

· Tiresias = blind but has true sight of Truth

· Creon = morally blind, physically sighted (Oedipus in OR)
· Ismene as Foil to Antigone

· Eurydice subplot
updated settings:
· professor vs. student

· in Nazi-occupied France

· in 1940’s Japanese-American internment camp

· 2003 Iraq – after the War, Antigone in a veil (burkha)
· 2003 America – after 9/11 attacks, Patriot Act, Polynices as terrorist

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS:
· Did she kill herself out of power, fear of agonizing starvation, or existential despair?

· Are Antigone & Creon the same or different?
· Why does Antigone never mention Haemon?

· Why does Creon never mention Antigone at the end?

· Why are the gods silent? Why don’t they save Antigone if she’s right?

· Were her motives selfish?

· Does she betray her own “standards” as Creon does?

· Did she, as TS Eliot notes, do “the right thing for the wrong reason”?

· Is she punished b/c of the family curse?

· no one praises Antigone in the play – gods, people, characters

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· THEME #1

· individual conscience vs. state

· THEME #2

· ruler makes a mistaken decision, with good intentions/in good faith, is opposed, he misunderstands the nature of the opposition, the misunderstanding induces him to persist in his mistake

· ruler breaks divine law,  w/good intentions, conscious of injustice, of innocence, not conscious of guilt

	· Creon = Oedipus

· King’s decision = disobeyed

· King misconstrues the role of the rebel & his role as sovereign

· King has crucial encounter w/Tiresias

· Tiresias warns king @ the displeasure of the gods

· King charges Tiresias w/having been bribed


· conscious innocence (w/o realizing it) YET unconscious guilt (guilty in fact)

· consolation for “innocent crime” = punishment in life BUT blessing in death

· because TRAGIC ERROR is NOT due to conscious will, purposeful disobedience, defiance, rebelliousness…PRIDE

· because transgression = unconscious guilt

· ( there is no need for Wisdom, Recognition

· ( no need to bring about a change (Oedipus hasn’t really changed, still impassioned)

· ( ( TH = punished only in this life (not in the next)

· ( ( TH = vindicated in the end (fairness)

· ( ( TH = becomes a blessing at the end of his life

· not suffering brings wisdom (Aeschylus, Christianity)
· but suffering in life = enough to pay for the crime (compensation)

· What does this say @ human existence, Life???
· Man = blessing & curse

· Man has Knowledge of Good & Evil

· Fairness:  while life seems unfair & that we’ve been punished for no apparent reason, there’s a fair reward in the end….after life, eternity, heaven, Elysian Fields

· Treatment of the dead:   bury & respect the dead, venerate their memory

· 2 in 1:  

· a monster, chimera, Antigone’s “stranger”

· curse & blessing

· object of disgust, revulsion & reverence

· Oedipus = curse, outcast (from human society)

· parricide, regicide, incest

· eyes gouged out

· Oedipus = blessing

· site of his burial = blessed by gods

· Is Antigone = Oedipus as 2 in 1???

· (monster)

· cursed family

· product of incest

· sister to hero & enemy

· citizen & rebel ( “stranger”

· niece & rebel 

· (blessing)

· title 

· her imprisonment & death bring @ Haemon’s death, Eurydice’s death

· brings @ Creon’s downfall & recognition

· she = sacrificial goat:  part & apart
· part of Thebes

· apart as outcast

· living among the dead

CRITICAL INTERPRETATIONS
· ELEMENTAL
· Themes

· pride

· duty

· Characterization

· true motives

· Protagonist/Antagonist, hero/villain

· FEMINIST
· role of women in society

· gender roles

· male-female conflict/contrast

· Ismene @ weakness, powerlessness

· Creon’s misogynist rants

· CULTURAL
· Ancient Greek culture

· politics

· religion & burial rites (see “Setting”)
· desecration of Athens’ temples by Persian invaders (480 BC)

· early 19th century Germany

· German nationalism

· foundations of German state

· Creon = not tyrant, but moral power (HEGEL)

· today (see below)

· Victorian

· scoff at superstitions (unburied bodies)

· Matthew Arnold’s dismissal of the work, no further interest

· POLITICAL
· ideal king

· ideal citizen

· French Resistance (Nazi-occupied France)

· 1944

· Director Jean Anouilh

· Antigone = French Resistance

· Creon = Nazis (Vichy Regime)

· Gestapo:  threats of torture (interrogation techniques)

· German Nazi military police: exposed the corpses of executed resistance fighters as a warning/deterrent

· French terror guards (miliciens):  like Creon’s guards, low social class, vulgar language, callous brutality, torture – more feared than Gestapo

· Creon = portrayed as sympathetic to the Nazis – not demonized 
· “Anouilh presents him as a practical man whose assumption of power faces him with a tragic dilemma:  his desire to rule firmly but fairly, to restore & maintain order in a chaotic situation, is frustrated by a determined, fanatical, apparently irrational resistance” (36)

· Inglorious Basterds
· Both Nazis & French patriots supported the production!

· < http://www.suite101.com/content/jean-anouilhs-antigone-a118578 >
· < http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/384057.pdf?acceptTC=true >
· Failed German Resistance

· 1945

· Bertolt Brecht’s radical revision of the play

· one-sided

· Iraq w/ new government

· America, post-9/11

· 2003 America

· after 9/11 attacks

· Patriot Act

· Polynices as terrorist

· New football coach
· Democrats War Protests & Cindy Sheehan

· psychological problems

· used for political purposes

updated settings:
· professor vs. student

· in Nazi-occupied France

· in 1940’s Japanese-American internment camp

· 2003 Iraq – after the War, Antigone in a veil (burkha)

· 2003 America – after 9/11 attacks, Patriot Act, Polynices as terrorist

EXTENDED JOURNALS:
· updated setting

· civil disobedience quote

· theme discussion
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[image: image3.png]



Antigone caught red-handed
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Antigone & Ismene  


A painting of Antigone by Frederic Leighton
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Antigone discovers her brother’s unburied body
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Oedipus & Sphinx



Oedipus with his dead daughter Antigone.
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Antigone leading Oedipus into exile
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“When leaders act contrary to conscience, we must act contrary to the leaders.” (unknown)

QUOTES re: CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
< http://www.quotegarden.com/civil-disobedience.html >

· Dare to do things worthy of imprisonment if you mean to be of consequence.  ~Juvenal

· Laws control the lesser man.  Right conduct controls the greater one.  ~Chinese Proverb

· Never do anything against conscience even if the state demands it.  ~Albert Einstein

· No radical change on the plane of history is possible without crime.  ~Hermann Keyserling

· When leaders act contrary to conscience, we must act contrary to leaders.  ~Veterans Fast for Life

· It is dangerous to be right in matters on which the established authorities are wrong.  ~Voltaire

· If... the machine of government... is of such a nature that it requires you to be the agent of injustice to another, then, I say, break the law.  ~Henry David Thoreau, On the Duty of Civil Disobediance, 1849

· You're not supposed to be so blind with patriotism that you can't face reality.  Wrong is wrong, no matter who says it.  ~Malcolm X

· Human history begins with man's act of disobedience which is at the very same time the beginning of his freedom and development of his reason.  ~Erich Fromm, Psychoanalysis and Religion
· Each man must for himself alone decide what is right and what is wrong, which course is patriotic and which isn't.  You cannot shirk this and be a man.  To decide against your conviction is to be an unqualified and excusable traitor, both to yourself and to your country, let men label you as they may.  ~Mark Twain

· Integrity has no need of rules.  ~Albert Camus

· If we desire respect for the law, we must first make the law respectable.  ~Louis D. Brandeis

· Laws are only words written on paper, words that change on society's whim and are interpreted differently daily by politicians, lawyers, judges, and policemen.  Anyone who believes that all laws should always be obeyed would have made a fine slave catcher.  Anyone who believes that all laws are applied equally, despite race, religion, or economic status, is a fool.  ~John J. Miller, And Hope to Die
· Disobedience, the rarest and most courageous of the virtues, is seldom distinguished from neglect, the laziest and commonest of the vices.  ~George Bernard Shaw, Maxims for Revolutionists
· Every actual state is corrupt.  Good men must not obey laws too well.  ~Ralph Waldo Emerson

· We should never forget that everything Adolf Hitler did in Germany was "legal" and everything the Hungarian freedom fighters did in Hungary was "illegal."  ~Martin Luther King, Jr., "Letter from Birmingham Jail," Why We Can't Wait, 1963

· We cannot, by total reliance on law, escape the duty to judge right and wrong.... There are good laws and there are occasionally bad laws, and it conforms to the highest traditions of a free society to offer resistance to bad laws, and to disobey them.  ~Alexander Bickel

· It is necessary to distinguish between the virtue and the vice of obedience.  ~Lemuel K. Washburn, Is The Bible Worth Reading And Other Essays, 1911

· I think that we should be men first, and subjects afterward.  It is not so desirable to cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for the right.  ~Henry David Thoreau, Civil Disobedience, 1849

· As long as the world shall last there will be wrongs, and if no man objected and no man rebelled, those wrongs would last forever.  ~Clarence Darrow

· It is not what a lawyer tells me I may do; but what humanity, reason, and justice tell me I ought to do.  ~Edmund Burke, “Second Speech on Conciliation,” 1775

· I am free, no matter what rules surround me.  If I find them tolerable, I tolerate them; if I find them too obnoxious, I break them.  I am free because I know that I alone am morally responsible for everything I do.  ~Robert A. Heinlein, The Moon is a Harsh Mistress
· Ordinarily, a person leaving a courtroom with a conviction behind him would wear a somber face.  But I left with a smile.  I knew that I was a convicted criminal, but I was proud of my crime.  ~Martin Luther King, Jr., March 22, 1956

· If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor.  If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.  ~Bishop Desmond Tutu

· It is not a man's duty, as a matter of course, to devote himself to the eradication of any, even the most enormous wrong; he may still properly have other concerns to engage him; but it is his duty, at least, to wash his hands of it, and, if he gives it no thought longer, not to give it practically his support.  If I devote myself to other pursuits and contemplations, I must first see, at least, that I do not pursue them sitting upon another man's shoulders.  ~Henry David Thoreau, On the Duty of Civil Disobedience
< http://www.mlahanas.de/Greeks/Mythology/Antigone.html >

< http://www.all-art.org/world_literature/sophocles1.htm >

http://www.theatrehistory.com/ancient/bates017.html 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGT24uYPb2Y (1984 production)
ANTIGONE’S PASSION


LYRIC:  dramatic language of great passion


mourns her marriage hymn that she won’t be able to hear (though never mentions Haemon)


gives herself her own funeral dirge


no one left to mourn her


though Ismene = alive (meek)


cut short by Creon = FAILED RITE #2


VERSE:  reason


Antigone’s farewell speech


to Polynices, as if already left Living (KL)


did this for Brother, would have left Child & Husband to rot


honest moral inventory


ALONE:  no friends, family, no gods





only 3 scenes





not for Antigone





MIRROR WORLD:





scapegoat





PROBLEM





takes everything personally


sees conspiracy everywhere


changes from public (stoning) to private (bury alive)





crown


family (father, husband)


manhood to Antigone





REASON:


“judgment”


divine gift


highest of man


man vs. animals








