ANTIGONE:  So Who’s the TRAGIC HERO?
· TRAGIC HERO:
· ARISTOTLE:

· not too good (perfect); not too evil
· realistic (true to type/character)
· self-consistent
· fall from happiness (prosperity, glory) to misery
· tragic error or tragic mistake (not necessarily a moral issue)
· Consider:

· the above definition

· Tragic Flaw (or Tragic Error)

· Reversal (fall)

· Recognition 

· the positive & negative traits of each (characterization)

· the plot & structure of the play

· who’s the catalyst for the play’s action, whose actions dictate the movement of the play through Rising Action to Dénouement 

	ANTIGONE
	CREON

	· resolute, determined, constant

· does not change, bend under pressure (unlike Creon, Creon predicts)

· in Battle of Wills, she wins (Creon 528+)

· fearless, not afraid to die

· SUICIDE –

· not Christian concept, not sin

· power, control, independence

· power over her own death

· true to her “standards” of not being afraid of dying

· true to her “standards” of being true to god of Death, Hades

· like other Sophoclean heroes of strong character –

· Oedipus, Ajax, Electra, Philoctetes

· uncompromising determination, high sense of self worth, quick to offense (b/c of self worth), ready to die (rather than surrender)

· defiant to the end

· like Prometheus

· like Homer’s Achilles 

· title, catalyst, theme (@ conscience)


	· prideful, resolute, willful

· blasphemous

· punished, chastised ( has Recognition

· punishment = “exquisite appropriateness”

· he mocks family bond ( loses Son & Wife

· both curse him at their deaths

· he = tyrant ( threat of more invasions

· b/c carrion has infected altars of other cities

· Creon = “disastrous failure” 

· as head of family, of state

· offender of gods (above, below)

· a man w/o friends, family

· feared , not loved as ruler

· no respect of citizens

·  he = no one, loss of all IDENTITY
· crown
· family (father, husband)

· manhood (to Antigone, a woman)

· themes (@ pride, gods)

· recognition, fall, chastisement 









