
A Sneak Peek at Upcoming PSF Designs!
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Set design by Bob Phillips for The Playboy of the Western World.

When a design team gathers round to share images and models, the energy in the room quickens. The shapes, the styles, the colors, the sounds of each production start to come together months before rehearsals begin. We are happy to share some of these design elements here.

The Playboy of the Western World takes place at the intersection of the windswept Irish imagination and the poetic spirit inspired by the lush landscapes of rural Ireland. Both are reflected in Bob Phillips' rich and rustic scenic elevation, shown here. A six-time Emmy Award winner, Bob has designed innumerable sets for PSF, including all of the sets for the 21 productions in the Schubert Theatre since 2004. Bob has provided art direction for the Children's Television Workshop's famed program Sesame Street for 20 years.

A unique design challenge for Bob: one scenic unit must convert to three very different environments for three different plays, with several changeovers per day. Robin Hood will alternate with The Playboy of the Western World during the first half of the season, and with The Merry Wives of Windsor during the second half. With storage space at a premium, we are grateful to Bob for his invention, both in elegant solutions to these challenges and inspired designs.

The Forum in Rome
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Set design by Will Neuert for A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum.

The set designs for the Main Stage productions, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum and Romeo & Juliet, require grandeur. Will Neuert's set for ...Forum, shown preliminarily in a 'white model,' depicts the resplendent homes of Senex, Erronius and Marcus Lycus. Will has worked for the Festival since its inception in 1992, and last season designed 1776.

Love in Verona
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Set design by Steve TenEyck for Romeo & Juliet.

As with Antony and Cleopatra last season, Steve TenEyck is scenic and lighting designer for Romeo & Juliet. Steve's work in theatre, dance, opera and live events has been seen both nationally and internationally. R&J Director Rick Sordelet and the design team envisioned a production that connects the classical world with the contemporary, just as any production of a Shakespeare play produced today does at some level. 

What to Wear?
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Costume designs by Denise Warner for The Merry Wives of Windsor.

Costume drawings range from elemental sketches early on to detailed color renderings complete with fabric swatches attached. The renderings for The Merry Wives of Windsor by Denise Warner, a PSF newcomer, reflect both the vivaciousness and zest of Elizabethan culture and the luminosity of this very funny play. As the resident costume designer at the Orlando Shakespeare Theater, Denise is no stranger to working with Director Jim Helsinger, who is the artistic director at OST.

Costuming a Classic
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Costume designs by Rosemarie McKelvey for Romeo & Juliet.

For Romeo & Juliet, the phrase "Armani meets the classics" was explored in early discussions and had an impact. Some of the elements are still in process, but these deigns from PSF veteran Rosemarie McKelvey offer a window into the creativity at work in bringing this classic to vibrant life. 

How's it going to sound?

Soundscapes are in development as well. PSF resident Sound Designer Matthew Given – who does double duty as production manager – notes that "sound is usually the last design element created for a production and evolves during the rehearsal process." There is often a general sense of direction, for instance, sound design for Romeo & Juliet "will be a blend of the period and modern worlds." 

The world of sound in The Playboy of the Western World will feature live musicians playing Celtic classics under the musical direction of Larry Lipkis, our wizard of sonic wonders for The Green Show. 

"The caliber of work flows from the abilities of the artists, and these artists are among the best in the country," says Producing Artistic Director Patrick Mulcahy. "And that's the goal of regional theatre: to bring the best artists in the country to a particular region, in this case the Lehigh Valley."

Order your tickets today!

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2010 Season:

· The Merry Wives of Windsor

· Romeo & Juliet

· The Playboy of the Western World

· A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum

· Robin Hood

· Shakespeare for Kids
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Associate Season Sponsors:

· Harry C. Trexler Trust, The Morning Call,

· Service Electric Cable TV & Communications

· Director Sponsors: Linda Lapos & Paul Wirth

