TUDOR TRAGEDY
· reflects the interests of the law students at London’s Inns of Court
· history, politics, great events

· tragedy = history:  power struggles

· themes = moral & political

· classical influence (
	· SENECA
· 5-act format

· Chorus (moralizes)

· revenge theme

· ghosts

· off-stage action (reported by a Nuntius) (
· **narration instead of presentation of action (told, not shown)

· reflects Renaissance influence of education (read in Latin)

· read, translated, performed (1559-66); Ten Tragedies (published 1581)

· Senecan plays by law students: 

· Gismonde of Salerne (c.1566); Tancred and Gismunda (1591, reworked GS); 

· The Misfortunes of Arthur (1588) — marks the height & end of vogue 


· MIRROR for MAGISTRATES
· 1559, 1563, 1574, 1578, 1587, 1610 (a 1555 non-extant edition published by John Weyland)

· 1559 edition:  

· edited by William Baldwin & George Ferrers (15 of 19 lives)

· published by Thomas Marsh

· after persecutions/censorship by Mary came the relaxed reign of QE1 

· narrative poems 
· tragedies of famous people
· precursor, resource for “dramatic tragedy”

· de casibus literary tradition (from Boccaccio’s De Casibus Virorum Illustrium (Concerning the Falls of Illustrious Men), fall of great men from heights of happiness/fortune

· exemplar literary tradition (“speculum”):  Boccaccio, John Lydgate’s Fall of Princes (15thc), Chaucer’s Monk’s tale
· “mirror” reflects the deeds of past men to educate present men

· GORBODUC: (c.1561-62)

· Thomas Norton: (1532-84)

· student with Sackville at the Inner Temple law school
· later lawyer
· both = members of Queen Elizabeth’s 1st Parliament
· Thomas Sackville (1536-1608)
· student, barrister of the Inner Temple
· later Earl of Dorset, Lord High Treasurer of England
· poet:  published Induction, The Complaint of Buckingham in 1563 Mirror for Magistrates (
· poetic nature of Gorboduc

· 1st use in drama of Blank Verse (replaced rhymed verse)
	BLANK VERSE
· unrhymed iambic pentameter (5-stress lines)
· mimics rhythms of everyday human speech (sounds natural)
· introduced into English by Earl of Surrey, Henry Howard
· his translation (c.1540) of Virgil’s Aeneid
· Surrey influenced by Molza’s 1530 Italian translations, using     “versi sciolti” (freed verse)
· blank verse replaced rhymed verse & 
· replaced doggerel of native drama (rough, badly made verse, monotonous in rhythm & clumsy in rhyme, on trivial subject)
· became the standard versification for tragedy within 25 years of Gorboduc (
· Marlowe, Shakespeare, Jonson, Webster


· Inns at Court product (
· moral & political lessons, themes

· Senecan:

· 5-act format

· Chorus

· revenge theme

· off-stage action

· a “Nuntius” messenger who reports off-stage action

· English historical legend:

· abdicated in favor of his sons ( kingdom fell apart (King Lear)

· English disregard for classical unities of time & place

· Dumb Show before 5th Act
· *dangers of CIVIL WAR:

· 2 statesmen writing a MORALITY PLAY warning against divided rule 

· (+) not mere academic exercise; maintained seriousness, link to Morality Plays (allegorical nature, characters), axiomatic dialogue, parallel actions

· *represents serious drama separate from religion

