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TUDOR COMEDY
· CLASSICAL INFLUENCE:

· spread of the Renaissance

· performances of the comedies by Plautus and Terence

· imitations of the comedies by Plautus and Terence (in Latin & vernacular)

· ITALY:  early decades of 16th century

· ENGLAND:  by 1640s, through English scholars & teachers

· “School Plays” = 

· merely academic exercises

· displays of wit & education

· Thersites:  (1537)

· antics of a cowardly soldier

· based on a French humanist Jean Textier play

· itself an imitation of Plautus’ Miles Glorious (The Braggart Soldier)

· Ralph Roister Doister (c.1550-53):

· by schoolmaster Nicholas Udall

· classic characters

· classic 5-act structure

· classic unities of action in a single setting

· despite its classical influence

· “1st fully developed adaptation of Roman comedy that is fundamentally English”

· RRD: classic Braggart Soldier

· “roister” = to swagger, to be boisterous, uproarious; to revel out of control
· Merrygreek:  hanger-on, classic Parasite whose exploits drive the plot

· “ENGLISH-ness”:  

· departures from classical sources

· “domestication of classical comedy”

· performed at a school, in England (
· English morality, local color, English characterization, realism:

· Greek & Roman courtesan = replaced by virtuous English widow (Dame Constance)

· characters of her household = representatives of the English middle class

· English serving women
· English merchant-suitor of DC
· English morality in DC’s innocence of slander
· Medieval English VICE character in Merrygreek
· English folk influence in farce, language
· (+) ingenious & extravagant theatrical details; lively action (contrast to Moralities and Interludes); folk language; combination of entertainment & didacticism, comedy & morality

· themes:  vanity suffering reproof, folly receiving correction

· Gammar Gurton’s Needle (c.1552-63):

· by Deacon William Stevenson at Cambridge

· “classical” only in its 5-act structure, unity of action

· English folk influence:  

· lively, farcical, village setting, rustic manners,

· language, drinking song, homespun & wholesome plot

· English character types

· Diccon = VICE; prankster, 

· licensed beggar, released mental patient (“Bedlam”) from Bethlehem Hospital (see Edgar in King Lear)

· sets Gammer Gurton against her neighbor Dame Chat over supposed theft of a needle

· characters = “country”

· parish curate, village bailiff, 2 scolding women, bumpkin-servant

