David Ives:  Sure Thing
notes

PLOT & CHARACTERS:
· not much on plot, setting 
· Betty = sitting alone on a Friday night

· at a café  (public place)

· reading (Faulkner’s The Sound & the Fury)
· Bill = comes along & asks for a seat

· both = in late 20s

· average names, ages, places

· ( they = everyone, any race, time period

· "B" = alliteration 

· = meant to be together

· age = 

· about the time to settle down

· experiences that they mention in the play

· 40 bells, revisions, retakes

SYMBOLS:
· café:  

· she’s reading in a public place = standoffish, noncommittal, wants to be hit on

· café = food, communion, conversation

· café = Anywhere, USA

· book = Faulkner’s The Sound & the Fury
· signifying nothing

· play @ nothing

· ABSURDITY of life, relationships

· 1st date = words, words, words but no meaning, depth

· the 1st date = a game, full of sound & fury (light-hearted satire)

· movies = Woody Allen
· relationships, situational comedy

· common interest they’ll share

· (weird thing with his daughter/wife)

· waiter:

· never appears

· used as a decoy, device to get out of a situation or conversation

· a diversion

THEMES:
· no sure things  in life

· hard work

· give & take

· edit, revise

· …& that’s just the 1st step in a relationship

· no such thing as “love at 1st sight”

· or, love is much more complicated, harder

· 1st sight is just the beginning

· life = play 
· social masks, roles, script
· share only parts of identity

· life not= play 

· no rewrites – 1 chance to get it right, to say the right thing

· self-awareness, self-knowledge

· Antigone

· communication & miscommunication
· in life, in relationships
· identity

· choose what you share

· reinventing ourselves, revising personalities

· identity = not fixed

· identity = constantly evolving, changing 

· political incorrectness

· comic frustration @ life’s absurdity ***
· can’t get what/where you want

· male-female relationships

· (mis-) communication

Title:
· sure thing – was it a sure thing for these 2 characters

· is there such a thing as a sure thing
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or is it a matter of work, changes, adapting, patience, revision

· relationships = hard work – just to get started

· (1985 movie w/John Cusak)

· College freshman Walter (Gib) Gibson decides to go cross country to visit his friend in California during winter break. Awaiting there is a bikini-clad babe whom his friend assures him is a "sure thing". Meanwhile, Allison, a cute (but somewhat anal retentive) girl at Gib's college has also decided to head out to Cal. to see her boyfriend during break. Gib and Allison are thrust together on a road trip from hell, and somewhere along the way, they find each other's company to be tolerable. Now, what will become of Gib's "sure thing?"
Title of Collection:
· It’s All in the Timing
· how does that come to play with this play

· how is it a matter of timing

· what situations in your life have been a matter of timing

· right place, right time; wrong place, wrong time

· jobs, boy/girl, red light, car accident, speeding ticket, …

· food & timing:  is that why it’s in a restaurant? ***

· timing & sense of Fate?:   mere chance, coincidence OR destined (like their alliterative names)
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Bell: 

· how do you stage it

· what  kind of bell is it (gong, triangle, miniature,…)

· do you have different ones for different sections

· who is ringing it?

· what does it signify?

· Fate & names --> angels --> meant to be together

· waiter = angel (not appearing)

· Adjustment Bureau - meant to be, angels, not straight/easy

· MSND: Lysander -"The course of true love never did run smooth" (1.1.134)
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*improvisational show:  Drew Carey & Whose Line Is It Anyway?
SETTING:
· NYC restaurant 
· why a restaurant

· food, conversation, communion

· chance meetings

· food = timing

· minimal:  keep at a minimum to focus on the dialogue, themes
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ONE-ACT:
· could this play continue 
· what would be the effect if this play were longer (3 or 5 acts)

· would it be as funny, as effective

SONGS:
· Billy Joel’s “Scenes from an Italian Restaurant”

· JM Montgomery’s “Life’s a Dance” 

· Led Zep’s “Communication Breakdown” 

· VH’s “5150”

· Kansas “Games People Play”

STYLE:
· wit, irony, satire

· philosophic 

· Th. of Absurd
· lighthearted -- comic frustration

· BUT

· beneath the simplicity & lightheartedness = serious issues, themes, deep ideas

IDEAS:
· Psychological Reading –

· identity:  

· fluid, in a state of flux, role-playing, social masks

· “A person is ... what they are.”

· socialization:  

· how to deal w/other people, how to meet people, getting to know new people, the give & take in relationships, the trade-offs

· human Venn Diagrams:  true love = overlap

· “baggage” 

· we carry from one relationship to the next, how that baggage affects or even prevents those relationships

· Feminist Reading –

· woman = hit on

· mother issues

· "castrating b"

· Philosophical Reading –

· are relationships even possible in a modern, post-modern, hypermodern world? 
· possible to know oneself?

· possible to know another? (esp. if we can’t even know ourselves)

· face-to-face meetings in the real world (vs. online, technology)

· timing

· fate, chance

· predestination
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Whose Line Is It Anyway?

· the bell
· the revisions
· improvisational, skit-like feel to the play
· The Sure Thing:

· see above under title
· Groundhog’s Day: 1993
· Bill Murray & Andie MacDowell

· keep trying, revising until get it right

· both of these = fictions, magical, not the way it works in reality

· so....we have to do all these revisions on our own, ahead of time, in our heads -- "make a searching & fearless moral inventory of ourselves" (Step 4)

· writing about:

· opening lines, paragraphs

· http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/harris/Eng100W/Handouts/RR3_Samples.pdf 

· You Tube:

· search YT for performances & evaluate

· what works, didn’t

· new perspective you gained (didn’t see it that way)

· …

online interviews:  http://americantheatrewing.org/biography/detail/david_ives 

