ACTIVE WRITING
(1) RESPONSE and ANALYSIS STATEMENTS:
· re-read these to search for possible essay topics 

· these can also be sources for textual interpretation, explication

(2) Narrow SUBJECT to a TOPIC:
1) BRAINSTORM:

· make lists of ideas

· the longest list or 2 = narrowed topic

· list with most details, examples = narrowed topic

2) limit by your own interests

3) by your own hobbies

4) by your own academic major

5) by your own background (culture, religion, raised)

EX: Middle East ( Peace Negotiations in ME ( Anwar Sadat's peace efforts between Egypt & Israel in the 1970s

EX: Iraq ( US' role in Iraq ( current war in Iraq ( your tour of duty in Iraq ( your scariest moment at war

EXERCISE: media, hurricanes, embarrassing moments, Bill of Rights, winter blues, surgery, Medicare, men's magazines, domestic violence, concerts, education, 

(3) determine which Rhetorical Strategy:  

· your approach, developmental method

· illustrative

· contrast, comparison

(4) determine your AUDIENCE: 
· Which audience will be the most effective for your limited topic?

· audience ( language, tone, facts

*EXERCISE: [changes in language, tone, purpose] 

· dangers of smoking (to high school basketball players, biology teachers, restaurateurs); 

· advantages of airplane travel (to travel agents, acrophobics, 1st-time flyers),

· relaxation techniques (to inner city 6th-graders, high-pressured business execs, recovering heart attack patients), 

· baking choc. chip cookies (to student-chefs, 1st-time homemakers, kindergarteners),

· fitness advantages of swimming (to home swimming pool manufacturers, physical therapists, overweight & sedentary college students)

(5) determine your AUTHOR IMAGE (persona): 

· tone, perspective, writing situation; 

· specialist writing for non-specialists, expert writing for other experts, employee suggesting a change, a concerned citizen addressing committee; 

· angry, calm, reasonable, amused

(6) determine your PURPOSE:  

· How do you want to affect your audience?  

· What effect do you want on your audience? 

· to amuse, to move to tears, to move to action, to educate, awareness

*EXAMPLES:  

· (N) to relate a specific harrowing experience regarding driving, 

· (P/A) to demonstrate how college students can save money, 

· (C/C) to compare & contrast male & female drivers, 

· (D/C) to classify types of sports car drivers observed at your gas station job, 

· (EX) to argue in favor of 14 y.o.'s driving under certain circumstances, 

· (EX, N) to convince teens of the dangers of drinking & driving

*EXERCISE: the writing purpose for each (to + ?) charities, global warming, job hunting, fever, drug testing

(7) THESIS: 

· topic + main idea + support

(8) SUPPORT:
· find ample textual evidence to support your thesis

· for research papers, locate and utilize scholarly data to supplement your thesis

(9) DOCUMENTATION:
· when in doubt, cite

· consult MLA manuals for proper formats for parenthetical citations, direct quotations, paraphrases, block quotes, Works Cited pages

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________PREWRITING
1) freewriting

2) brainstorming

3) listing

4) journaling

5) diagramming (subject map, subject tree) p.28

6) initial research (encyclopedias, specialized Internet Web sites, browse a library)

7) talk it out with friend/tutor/teacher

( Outlining, Drafting, Editing, Revising

