ACTIVE READING
______________________________________________________________________________

*before you read...
1) READING PURPOSE:  determine your purpose for reading

· to learn vocabulary, 

· to research

· to study rhetorical strategies

· to prepare for lecture

· to study for a test/quiz

· to understand a writer's style

2) AYK:  

· Write a brief statement on all you know about the supposed topic.

3) TITLE:  

· What does title of the work hint the work may be  about?

4) AUTHOR'S BACKGROUND:  

· What is the author's background?

· How may it give insight into the meaning, message, or purpose of the reading?

5) PIX, GRAPHS, CHARTS…: 

· What do any illustrations & their captions tell you or suggest?

______________________________________________________________________________

*while you read...

6) MARGINALIA:  

· take notes in the margins

· summarize sections or ideas

· thoughts stimulated by the texts

· comparisons OR contrasts to something outside the text (another text you've read, real life)

7) UNDERLINE-HIGHLIGHT:  

· thesis

· key words, phrases, insights

· definitions, explanations

· phrases or sentences that stimulate, challenge, annoy, thrill, puzzle, ignite, ...

· something you would quote in a paper

______________________________________________________________________________

*after you read...

8) RESPONSE STATEMENT:
· primary reaction, emotional response

· relate what you've read to your beliefs

· confirmed OR contradicted?

· questions raised by the reading

· questions to ask the author

· note "great" lines

9) ANALYSIS STATEMENT:
a. note the author's THESIS (stated directly OR indirectly)

· claim, main idea, main point

b. note the author's PROOF
· grounds, support, evidence

· description, narrative, example, instance, process-analysis, C/C, C/E, D/C, definition

c. note the author's use of LANGUAGE:

· diction, word choice

· denotation (dictionary) VS. connotation (implied)

· imagery, symbolism

· loaded language (emotional reaction)

· EX:  13 year old = youngster, child, kid, adolescent, teenager, eighth grader, prepubescent, young adult, ...

d. determine the author's PURPOSE and AUDIENCE:

· writing situation (what prompted him/her to write this?)

· to inform, entertain, challenge, complain, enlighten, convince, describe, tell story, call to action

* AUDIENCE ( (determines) language, thesis, purpose, structure
e. determine the STRUCTURE of the piece:

· How does it open/grab your attention, where's the thesis, what transitions, what's the organizational scheme (emphatic order, chronological or spatial order, Subject-by-Subject, Point-by-Point-by-Point), introduction, conclusion, how does it end (clincher sentence)

· What can you apply to YOUR own writing?

f. note the writer's TONE:

· attitude towards the subject

· shock, horror, anger, analytical, clinical, detached, subjective OR objective, sentimental, journalistic, ...

