Anton Chekhov “Misery”
Chekhov’s style:
· OBJECTIVITY

· journalistic  (like Hemingway)

· to an editor:  “You rebuke me for objectivity, calling it indifference to good & evil, absence of ideals & ideas, etc. You would have me say, in depicting horse thieves, that stealing horses is evil.  But then, that has been known for a long while, even without me.  Let jurors judge them, for my business is only to show them as they are.”

· not preachy, dogmatic

· “the artist should be, not  the judge of his characters & their conversations, but only an unbiased witness”

· TRUTH

· serious literature “is about truth, unconditional & honest”   

· just show them as they are = truth  (objectivity)

PLOT:
· 5 episodes

1. brusque officer (initially brusque, makes a joke, polite interest –watch out!)
2. drunken passengers (abusive, numbed by alcohol, too numb toward misery, own problems-esp. the sick hunchback)
3. indifferent house-porter (brief scene)
4. sleepy young cabman (brief scene, falls asleep while Iona’s talking)
5. talks to mare (Iona all but gives up [suicide??, gives in to despair], small talk – then floodgates!)
ARTISTRY:
· objectivity (journalistic)

· restrained presentation of what could be PATHOS (ad misericordiam)

· shows the indifference of the world

· rather than tells (objective)

· themes

SETTING:
· Big City

· snow 

· blanketing Iona 

· like his grief/misery

· is he dead, dying?

· reflects his mood – could care less that he’s covered

· cold & miserable

· cold 

· indifference, unfeeling, numb

· numb 

· to others (others)

· to pain (Iona, to their insults)

· a “winter’s tale”

· mood

· gloom, melancholy
· depression (SAD)
· not summer, bright & cheery
THEMES:
· GRIEF 

· incommunicable 

· Iona’s physical difficulty speaking:  

· cab driver 
· back to audience 
· has to turn around, take eyes off road

· tries to speak, but lips move & no words

· cold

· so much to say (road jam)

· does speak w/ an effort

· incommunicable BUT needs to be talked about

· (ironic)

· talk or burst

· talk therapy

· just get it out

· isolating

· most of us have our own “stuff” to deal with 

· & don’t want to/can’t be bothered with someone else’s misery

· MARE = perfect outlet/audience for Iona

· Iona has plenty to say & wants to say it “deliberately”

· w/o interruption

· to a sympathetic listener

· Humans cannot be that listener
· Who could endure to hear @ the lost of a child, a son?

· We have our own troubles, no room/strength for others

· We couldn’t refrain from interrupting

· w/facile pity

· w/empty-hearted reassurances

· w/well-intended but inadequate platitudes/clichés of sympathy
· try to “fix”, to “say the right thing”

· w/personal anecdote (becomes @ you & not him)
· Mare is able to listen as he tells the story exactly as he wants/needs to

· good listener = bit in the mouth

· GRIEF:

· grief = DISEASE
· isolates from rest of humanity

· listeners don’t want to “catch” it, become “infected” by it (brings them down)

· listeners don’t want to be reminded of their own miseries, problems

· Iona = MIRROR of their, human condition
· HUMANITY:
· brusque officer

· drunken passengers (hunchback)

· indifferent house-porter

· sleepy young cabman

· = humanity

· human nature

· different walks of life

· act, react as any of us would

· can’t really be blamed for their reactions

· officer tries to be polite, wants him to keep his eyes on the road

· their drunk, hunchback is hunched & deathly sick

· boss?

· exhausted from his own shift

· like “Parable of Prodigal Son”

· INHUMANITY:

· man’s inhumanity to man

· indifference to suffering of a fellow human being

· so wrapped up in our own stuff that we can’t be bothered

· BUT:  what if we shared each of our grief?????
· (Haiti, Katrina, …)

· Imagine in a NYC cab
· Iona = cab driver
· officer home/on leave from Middle East

· college students

· indifferent dispatcher

· fellow cab driver/hack

Plot =

Theme & Setting

