EXTENDED JOURNAL:  Walker’s “Everyday Use”
· Read the story and then draft a character sketch on ONE of the characters.
· Dee

· Maggie

· Mama

· Follow the guidelines for a “character sketch” below:
CHARACTER SKETCH

PURPOSE:  

· We write Character Sketches to introduce readers to a fictional character – much as you would a real person.  Consequently, we want to give readers a strong mental image of the person – to show what s/he looks like, talks like, acts like, and thinks like.  
· Think of this as a summary instead of a biography, an introduction before a speech and not a speech, a eulogy instead of an encomium/panegyric

COMPONENTS:
· Physical description: 

What s/he looks like - sense details (sight, sound, smell, taste, touch)

· Emotional description:  

Her/his feelings, likes, dislikes, attitudes, beliefs.

· Intellectual description:  
What & How s/he thinks - her/his intelligence, rational processes

· Verbal description:  

What s/he says & How s/he says it

· Behavioral description:  

How s/he behaves -  Her/his personality

(see below for the exact order)
· use quotations from the story 

· use quotation marks 

· cite paragraph numbers 
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INTRODUCTION:
· introduce the story & character in the Introduction:  

· author’s full name

· story’s complete title

· character’s full name 

· thesis = dominant impression of character

· general statement regarding the character’s character

BODY:    (1 paragraph per)
· physical description:

· what the character looks, sounds, smells, feels (tactile) like

· height, weight, body build/type

· age, date of birth

· color of eyes, hair, skin

· any distinguishing characteristics (freckles, glasses, scars, tattoos)

· state of his/her health (infirmities, handicaps)

· physical appearance:  shape, clothes/dress/fashion/style, posture

· emotional description:

· moods, feelings, beliefs, attitudes

· mindset, point of view, opinions

· religious and/or sexual persuasion

· likes, dislikes (pet peeves), any prejudices or biases (values, morals)

· personality, disposition, temperament, temper

· sense of humor, wit, thick-skinned, thin-skinned

· goals, aspirations, dreams, ambitions, motivations 

· marriage status, relationships

· intellectual description:

· educational background, intelligence, intellect

· mentally astute, sharp, quick-witted, clever, 

· dull, slow, dim-witted, obtuse, stupid

· mentally diseased, ill

· manner of speech, ways of talking

· behavioral description:

· what the character does 

· actions, acts, deeds, undertakings, exploits

· achievements, accomplishments

· failures, disappointments, catastrophe

· occupational background, work

· what the character is capable of doing 

· abilities, skills, talents, aptitudes

· hobbies, habits, favorite forms of entertainment

CONCLUSION:
· draw a conclusion about the character 

· summarize the character – generalization, THESIS

· how realistic is this character

· what would this character be like in real life

· how is this characterization related to the story

· what is this character’s importance to the story

· how does it relate to the PLOT of the story, to the THEME of the story

· draw a conclusion about the story 

· in reference to this characterization

·  what does this characterization do to the quality of the work of art

