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BIOGRAPHY: 
· link:  < http://www.online-literature.com/aesop/ >

· mythic (biography, authorship)

· 6th century BC

· Greek story-teller 

· oral tradition, story-telling tradition

· unclear authorship (not all fables attributed to him were written by him)

· among the first works printed (much later) into vernacular languages

· perhaps from Thrace, Phrygia, Aethiopia, the Greek island of Samos, the city of Athens and Sardis, the capitol of Lydia,
· perhaps physical deformity

· perhaps speech impediment
· born a slave (2 masters)

· set free as reward for his skill, cunning, intelligence, wit

· which also got him a job for King Croesus of Lydia
· traveled much – told stories

· framed by the Delphians 

· hid golden (or silver) bowl (or cup) from temple in his bag

· accused of:  theft 
· found guilty (of sacrilege against Apollo) 

· ( thrown off a cliff
· Curse:  vowed by Aesop (confirmed by Oracle of Apollo) “great misfortune”:  the ensuing pestilence, famine, and warfare were caused by his death
STYLE:
· mostly animal protagonists

· fables (brief stories)

· w/morals (heavily thematic)

· themes:  psychology, politics, spirituality, education, health and well-being
LINKS:
· collection of Aesop’s fables:  

· < http://www.umass.edu/aesop/ >

· < http://www.aesopfables.com/ >

“The Vixen & the Lioness”
· text = 

A vixen sneered at a lioness because she never bore more than one cub.  “Only one,” the lioness replied, “but a lion.”
· FABLE:

· brief, moralistic, flat characters, simple
· plot & theme over character
· imaginative – not real, not historic

· animals talking

· animals comparing offspring

Literary Elements:

· CONFLICT-RESOLUTION:   confrontation, sneer, taunt (reflect character’s baseness)

· CONTRAST:  the ignoble with the noble (her nobility through her brevity & decisive response – with timely pause)

· CHARACTERIZATION:  little – fox’s baseness, lioness’s nobility

· SETTING:  none

· THEME:  quality over quantity, small-minded people will confuse/reverse the 2

