Chapter 7 Notes (AIMS of ARGUMENT)
#1:  Inquire
	1. Inquire

2. Convince

3. Persuade

4. Mediate


I. INQUIRE:

· to inquire
· to explore

· to look into

· to investigate

· to diagnose

· to research

· to experiment

· “looking for some truth”

· data ( interpretation ( inquiry

· interpretation

· depends on the interpreter

· who’s interpreting

· culture, class, religion, perspective, bias, politics, gender, race, age, height, weight, handedness, …

· her/his culture

· if data = interesting, relevant to her/his culture

· NOT 
· to perform research, BUT research is not the goal of inquiry

· to perform research, BUT not trying to prove anything

· conversational, not oppositional, confrontational

· not proving our previously held conceptions

· but questioning, challenging, changing them or holding/reinforcing them

INQUIRY WRITING PROJECT:  (exploratory essay)
1st person POV

informal 

explore, not make a case, not argue, not try to convince

· PART 1:  express initial opinion regarding the issue of interest

· PART 2:  explore the issue; research that confirms & contradicts your opinion; evaluate fully, fairly, objectively

· PART 3: conclude; reevaluate your initial opinion; arrive at your Claim; the truth as you now see it – after your research

(1) Choose a TOPIC
· newspapers, evening news 

· headlines, op-ed pages, lead story, blog

· narrow your topic – to an issue
· “violence in the media”

· pretend violence

· virtual violence

· actual violence

(2) Find an ISSUE
· narrowed topic

· controversial question

· identify the central/primary issue

· make a hierarchy of issues

· What have people been arguing about concerning this topic?

· “violence in the media”

· Can pretend violence lead to actual violence?

· “Question Chain”:

· Is there a link between fantasy & reality violence? (central issue)

· How strong is the link? (other, possible issues)

· If strong, what should be done?  

· Censorship?  Is it allowed by laws?

· If prohibited by laws, what else can be done about it, to lessen effects?
(3) State Your INITIAL OPINIONS
· informal 

· 1st person POV

· 1 ½ - 2 pages

· write your initial ideas before inquiry

· before performing any research

· introduce your Topic

· segue to your Issue 

· thesis:  state your opinions on that issue & your reasons

· explain your reasoning

· one reason per paragraph

· personal experiences, observations

· movies, music videos, newscasts, articles, photographs, artwork

· example =  p.171

(4) EXPLORE an Issue

· research

· read & converse about your Issue

· productive conversation

· have a serious dialogue about your Issue

· discuss & question opinions

· more than just an exchange of opinions

· examine, pursue, explore

· question intelligent comments, 

· follow-up, clarification, definition of terms

	QUESTIONS for INQUIRY
1. Ask if you have understood the arguer’s position on the issue.

2. Ask about the meaning of any words central to the argument.

3. Ask what reasons support the thesis.

4. Ask about the assumptions on which the thesis & reasons are based.

5. Ask about the values expressed or implied by the argument.

6. Ask how well the reasons are supported.

7. Consider analogies & comparisons made.

8. Ask about the arguer’s biases & background. 

9. Ask about implications. (where would it lead ultimately)

10. Ask whether the argument takes opposing views into account.


(5) Engage in a Dialogue with Your INITIAL OPINION
· exchange your “Initial Opinion” paper with a classmate
· ask each other “Questions for Inquiry”

· example on p.182

(6) Engage in a Dialogue with the READING
· consider its “Rhetorical Context” (p.22)

· sample

· read thoroughly

· annotate

· note Claims & Reasons & Evidence

· use “Questions for Inquiry”

(7) Inquire Again – DIG DEEPER
· dig deeper
· when experts disagree

__________________________________________________________________________________________
PART 2:  Write
· go over your notes
· from research

· from dialogues

· color-code similar points made across sources

· 4 paragraphs

· describe your inquiry

· assess arguments

· arrange coherently/logically

· a) parts of your opinion strengthened by research b) weakened by investigation

· 1 source = 1 paragraph

· 1 idea = 1 paragraph

· ** what changed & why?

· be specific

· direct quotes & paraphrases

· ** show how your research refined, modified, or changed your initial opinions & why
· ** NOT
· about proving your case

· about supporting your initial opinions

· don’t summarize sources & use them to argue, to illustrate/support your case

__________________________________________________________________________________________
PART 3:  Conclude

· arrive at your CLAIM
· your argument

· a defendable position

· OR

· Be honest, if you still have questions, uncertainties

· **discuss the results of your exploration
· the claim you’ve arrived at

· the uncertainty that remains

· where are you now, after your “inquiry”

__________________________________________________________________________________________
PART 4:  Revision

· revise for coherence

· each para. = unified around a single point

· check your documentation

· cite what needs to be cited

· remove unnecessary summarizing
· edit for wordiness, repetition, excessive passive voice

· proofread for omissions, errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PART 5:  Annotated Bibliography
· for each source, draft an annotation

· arrange alphabetically

· maintain reverse indentation throughout

· follow MLA format precisely

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 8 Notes (CONVINCE)

II. CONVINCE:

III. PERSUADE:

IV. MEDIATE:

