Chapter 3 Notes (TOULMIN)

INTRO:

1. Claims

2. Reasons

3. Evidence

I. CLAIMS:

· thesis, central contention, main argument

· “should” or “should not”

· explicit or implied

· Evaluation of Claims (“good” =)
· specific 

· detailed

· more than taking a side

· avoid overgeneralizations 

· via qualifiers
· typically, usually, mostly, on the whole,….
· exceptions

· in what circumstances would the author not press her/his claim?

· Paraphrasing the Claim

· Qualifier + Claim + Exception

· Most of the time + our society should not legalize euthanasia + except when the patient is utterly beyond human care, terminal, and in excruciating pain.

II. REASONS:

· justification, warranting of the thesis

· the “why” or “because”

· Why is the writer advancing the Claim?

· explicit or inferred

· not your reasons (if you happen to agree with the writer) – just hers/his reasons

· Evaluation of Reasons:
· good

· invokes or implies a value – that our society values/deems good, agrees with

· relevant

· to the issue at hand, to the Claim

III. EVIDENCE:
· support, grounds, proof

· data, anecdotes, case studies, quotes from authorities, facts, stats, observations, reports, …

· for each Reason

· lack of evidence is not indicative of a weak argument

· moral arguments about principles do not require much evidence

· Evaluation of Reasons:

· sufficient, accurate, credible

· relevant to the issue at hand, to the Claim & Reasons
IV. REFUTATIONS:
· recognition of the Other Side (opposition – “other-mindedness”)

· used by writers – 

· to anticipate any possible objections to her/his argument/position

· to demonstrate how they do not undermine her/his position

· (mention the obvious objections & dismiss them – refute the refutations)

· note any refutations to her/his argument that the writer includes

· What are they?

· How does she/he deal with them?

V. SUMMARY:
· summarize your analysis 

· omit your personal feelings, beliefs on the issue

· remain objective

· strengths & weaknesses

· qualifications

· claim

· reasons

· evidence

· refutations

	ACTIVITY
· Apply the Toulmin Method to the student paper on capital punishment (p.55-56)

I.  Claim
II. Reasons & Evidence
· Reason #1

· Evidence 

· Reason #2

· Evidence

· Reason #3

· Evidence

III. Refutations
IV. Summary



