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SYLLABUS PACKET—SPRING 2010
	Course Title:
	Advanced Composition
	Instructor:
	Dr. Housenick

	Course/Section:
	ENG 102-005
	Office Room:
	#702

	Department:
	English
	Office Phone:
	740-0618

	Classes:
	MWF, 10:10-11:05, #319
	Office Hours:
	MWF (11-11:30)
TR (11-12:30)

	Credits/Lecture:
	3
	
	& By Appointment

	Web site:
	http://academic.luzerne.edu/shousenick
	e-mail:
	shousenick@luzerne.edu


I. Prerequisites:  Completion of ENG 101 (English Composition)
II. COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Students will develop writing, research, and critical thinking skills through diverse reading assignments, writing assignments, and class discussion in this writing-intensive course.  The methods of cause/effect, analogy, and argument will be discussed and employed, culminating in an extended paper which employs multiple patterns and utilizes secondary sources.  Students will support their analyses and assert their conclusions through careful and well-documented research using Modern Language Association (MLA) citation methods.

III. COURSE GOALS:
This course provides students the opportunity to: 

1.
create a written document using writing-as-process methods;

2. 
recognize and use such methods of development as cause/effect, analogy, and argument;

3. 
employ proofreading techniques to produce papers which conform to standard English grammar, punctuation, and spelling;

4. 
be able to use the major facilities, services, and tools of the 
college library;

5.
become familiar with and use the current MLA method of documentation by integrating sources 
in an extended paper.

IV. STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES or OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Goal 1:


1a.  translate a specific topic into a thesis statement within an appropriate developmental method;


1b.  plan a unified, coherent, and effective development of the thesis within an appropriate 

developmental method;


1c.  support that thesis using specific evidence and concrete detail.

Goal 2:


2a.  read non-fiction selections from essays, biographies, autobiographies, editorials, and news articles;


2b.  identify rhetorical patterns used in readings;


2c.  utilize several different rhetorical patterns of development to support a thesis.

Goal 3:

3a.  revise a multiparagraph essay to include complete and correct sentence structure;


3b.  revise a multiparagraph essay to include appropriate and correct punctuation;


3c.  revise a multiparagraph essay to include correct mechanical usage.



Goal 4:

4a.  search for supporting materials to include in writing assignments for the classroom from library 
holdings;


4b.  use non-print indexes to locate articles for use in writing;


4c.  use search engines and online databases to locate electronic sources for use in writing.

Goal 5:


5a.  document resources utilizing current MLA guidelines.

V. WEEKLY FORECAST:
WEEK #1:   
   syllabus, journals, Turnitin.com set-up, AH, Essay Basics, *Informal Argument Assignment

WEEK#2:    
   journals; Documentation:  Research Documentation, Quotation Marks, Lead-In Expressions, 

   Paraphrasing, Parenthetical Citations, Works Cited pages, Plagiarism, Common Knowledge
WEEK #3:   
   Documentation; journals; RS Review
WEEK #4:    
   RS Review, journals, *Analogy Essay; Causes & Effects 
WEEK #5:   
  journals, Causes & Effects, *Causes & Effects Essay, CR Skills 

  (*NO CLASS W-2/17*)
WEEK #6:    
   Critical Reading Skills (Toulmin, Rogerian, “Analyze”/Reading Tools, Outlining & 

  Summarizing, Authorities & Stats, LPE, Subtext, Fallacies) 

WEEK #7:       Critical Reading Skills, *Subtext Presentations, fallacies
WEEK #8:       (*WINTER BREAK*)
WEEK #9:       Critical Reading Skills, Fallacies, *Fallacies Presentations
WEEK #10:     Research Project
WEEK #11:     Research Project (*EASTER BREAK* No Class F-4/2) 
WEEK #12:     Research Project (*EASTER BREAK* No Class M-4/5)

WEEK #13:     Research Project 
WEEK #14:     Research Project
WEEK #15:     Research Project
WEEK #16:     Research Project (*LAST CLASS = F-5/7*)
WEEK #17:     Final Exams

** ALL essays will be submitted to TURNITIN.COM to guarantee authenticity.

** NO work will be accepted after its due date when we return from Easter Break.

** NO work will be accepted after the final day of class.



VI. ASSESSMENT and GRADING:
The following are acceptable assessment methods for this course:

1. minimum – 1 cause/effect essay with Works Cited page (3-4 pages), 1 analogy essay (3-4 pages), 1 annotated bibliography (3-5 pages), 1 research essay with Works Cited (5-7 pages).

2.  presentations

3. drafts

4. quizzes

5. tests

6. journals

7. group and individual projects

8. participation

9. portfolio

10.conferences

VII. Grading Scale:

	Grading Scale: (course)
	Grading Scale: (papers) (50 pts. X 2=grade)

	A.....90-100
	Works Consulted

(1-10)


	B.....80-89
	Documentation

(1-10)

	C.....70-79
	Organization       

(1-10)

	D.....60-69
	Grammar/Sentence Skills
(1-10)

	F.....Below 60
	Set Up, Title

   
(1-10)


VIII. REFERENCE, RESOURCES, and LEARNING MATERIALS:
· <http://academic.luzerne.edu/shousenick>
· Cruisius, Timothy W., and Carolyn E. Channell.  The Aims of Argument; A 
Text and Reader.  6th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2009.

IX. ADDITIONAL REFERENCES:
Additional References: 

· Dictionary (current edition)

· Thesaurus (current edition)

Required Equipment: 

· 3.5” floppy disk or equivalent (USB drive)


· Computer with Internet access & Microsoft Word 

**SAVE EVERYTHING on DISK**
 







