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Course Description:


Students will develop writing, research, and critical thinking skills through diverse reading assignments, writing assignments, and class discussion in this writing intensive course. The methods of the academic processes of inquiry, argument, and persuasion will be discussed and employed, culminating in an extended paper employing multiple patterns, such as cause/effect and analogy, utilizing secondary sources. Critical thinking and writing skills to be achieved by students reading and discussing cultural/contemporary issues/articles as the basis for the argumentative/persuasive process. Students will support their analyses and assert their conclusions through the use of argumentative methodology/terminology and careful and well-documented research, using Modern Language Association (MLA) citation methods.

Course Goals:

This course provides students the opportunity to:

1. Create a written document using writing as process methods.
2. Recognize and use rhetorical methods such as argument, persuasion, comparison/contrast, 

    cause/effect, analogy to support a thesis statement, utilizing secondary sources.

3. Employ proofreading techniques to produce papers which conform to standard English 

    grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

4. Use the major facilities, services, and tools of the college library.

5. Become familiar with and use the current MLA method of documentation by integrating 

    sources in an extended paper.

Student Learning Objectives or Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Goal 1:

     1. a.  Translate a specific topic into a thesis statement
     1. b.  Plan a unified, coherent, effective development of the thesis by appropriate rhetorical  

              methods.

     1. c.  Support the thesis using specific evidence and concrete detail.

Goal 2:

      2. a.  Read non-fiction selections from essays, biographies, autobiographies, editorials, news 

               articles.

      2. b.  Identify rhetorical patterns used in the readings.

      2. c.  Translate an argumentative topic into a thesis statement.

      2. d.  Utilize several different rhetorical patterns of development to support a thesis.

      2. e.  Support the thesis using specific evidence and concrete detail

      2. f.  Plan a unified, coherent and effective development of the thesis within an appropriate 

              rhetorical method.

Goal 3:

      3. a.  Revise a multi-paragraph essay to include complete and correct sentence structure.

      3. b.  Revise a multi-paragraph essay to include appropriate and correct punctuation.

      3. c.  Revise a multi-paragraph essay to include correct mechanical usage.

Goal 4:

      4. a.  Search for supporting materials to include in writing assignments from library holding.

      4. b.  Use print and non-print indexes to locate articles for use in writing.

      4. c.  Use search engines and outline databases to locate electronic sources for use in writing.

Goal 5:

      5. a.  Document resources utilizing current Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines.

Sequence of Topics:

1. Rhetorical methods of argument/ persuasion

            2.   MLA Research Methods

                      a. print sources

                      b. non-print sources

            3.   Critical thinking/analysis

4.   Analogy

5.   Definition

6.   Cause/Effect

7.   Abstracts of research articles

8.   Multi-patterned, documented paper

Assessment and Grading:

The following are acceptable assessment methods for this course:

· Minimum word count of 750-1000 words per assignment. Minimum word count of 1500 words per final paper.  Also 3-5 abstracts of research articles per semester.
· Drafts

· Outlines

· Quizzes

· Tests

· Documented Papers

· Documented Themes

· Oral Presentations

· Journals

OR

Writing intensive assignments to achieve a minimum 5000 word count as defined by the NCTE; 60% of course grade derived from writing assignments, both formal and informal.
Reference, Resources, and Learning Materials Texts:

The Aims of Argument: A Brief Guide by Timothy W. Crusius and Carolyn E. Channell (current edition).

Or 

Texts as ordered by department

Recommended additional references: 

Dictionary, Thesaurus, MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (Current edition), and flash/jump drive to maintain and share assignments.
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