ELEMENTS of FILM
· Plot:
· the story, the sequence of events in the story, what the story is about

· involves some conflict to be resolved, some situation that causes tension

· Review:  Is the plot credible, plausible?  Why, why not? How?

· Characters:
· “real” characters:

· realistic, complex, with strengths & weaknesses (sign of a quality movie)

· an important part of the plot

· audience cares about them, what happens to them

· “flat” characters:

· flat, cardboard

· predictable, stereotypical

· unbelievable

· who cares?!

· Review:  What kind of characters?  Are they believable? Likable?  Why, why not? How?

· Acting:
· actions & reactions

· more realistic = better acting

· Review:  Is the acting believable? Natural, credible, forced? Are they trying too hard, trying to act? Is the acting distinctive in some way, unusual, interesting?  How?

· Theme:
· main idea, message, premise

· thesis, claim,  argument
· Review:  Is the theme significant, important?  Does it have “value”? Why, why not? How?

· Setting:
· story’s time, place, location, locale, time period, era

· an illusion created by  --  

· costumes, clothing, makeup, buildings, countryside, backgrounds, accents

· Review:  Does the setting reinforce the plot, characters, or theme?  Does it play a pivotal part in the story?  Could it be changed without changing the essential nature of the story? Was it like a character? 

· Pace:
· speed, tempo, movement, rhythm

· unfolding of the story 

· Review:  Does the movie move at an agreeable pace? Does it work well or drag?  Why, why not? How?

· Music-sound:
· score, music, soundtrack

· sound creates mood

· sound reinforces visual effects, gives a clue/hint to what is next

· Review:  How does music or sound contribute to the film?  Was it noticeable?  Did it play a significant part?  Was it like a character? Why, why not? How?

· Cinematography:
· camera work

· each shot = set up, staged to illustrate the setting, develop the plot, move the theme

· special effects

· since shot out of sequence ( match lighting, camera angles, wounds, costuming, …
· Review:  Does the cinematography contribute to the film?  Why, why not? How? Was it noticeable, intrusive, conspicuous, obvious?

· Director:
· person in charge of everything seen & heard

· acting, clothing, setting

· camera shots, camera angles, color of film, “look” of film

· pace, editing, mood, theme, interpretation
· Review:  Has the director performed a skillful job? Why, why not? How?

· VaLUE:
· moral, social, psychological, religious, aesthetic value, meaning, importance

· beyond entertainment
· Review:  Does the story have moral, social, psychological, or some other kind of value – beyond entertainment? How? Is the entertainment value enough to recommend the film?

