ELEMENTS of IMAGES
(1) Subject:

· Who or what is the main person or object?

(2) Objects:

· Other than people, what else is in it?

· Their 

· shapes, 

· textures, 

· price

· (symbolism)
(3) People:

· Who is in it?
· What are they doing?
· What are their facial expressions?
· Are they looking toward or away from the camera (the viewer)?
· What is their body language:
· standing
· sitting 
· moving
· still
· What is their clothing:
· plain

· fancy

· torn, ripped
· What is their -

· ethnicity

· race

· gender

· age

· class 

· religion

(4) Actions:

· see “people” above
(5) Context:

· What is the frame of reference for the image?
· Circumstance, background
· environment, milieu 
· era, setting, situation
(6) Setting:

· time of day
· place, locale
(7) Background:

· What is happening behind the subject?
· Background, as opposed to foreground
(8) Focus:

· Close-up or panoramic?
· What is clearest?
· What is unclear, out of focus?
(9) Lighting:

· Bright, dark, soft, bright
· Harsh, neutral, artificial
· Reflected, partial
· Shadows?
· (chiaroscuro)
(10) Color:

· Black-and-white, color
· How does its coloring help the image?
· What does this choice mean, suggest, connote or add/detract to the image?
(11) Angle:

· What is its vantage point?
· Does it look up, down, to the side?

(12) Juxtaposition:

· What contrasts are in operation/use?
· Light/dark
· Large/small
· Does it possess any ironic elements?
(13) Composition:

· Arrangement?
· How are things (people, objects, actions) arranged in the image?
(14) Framing:

· Think picture frame

· *All images are framed –

· By the size of the image

· By the page

· By the magazine (e.g.)

· What is placed within the boundaries of the image?

· How is it cropped, cut off?

· Is anything continued outside the frame/boundary?
