SUBTEXT
Quentin Tarantino’s Inglourious Basterds
First, the title subtextually refers to a previous movie of a similar (and correctly spelled) title. QT also makes several other nods to movie history throughout the movie, including Pitt’s character’s name.
Strikingly, though, QT makes a bold statement in his film regarding the unintentional racist subtext within King Kong (1933).  In one scene in particular, during a game of “20 Questions,” one character tries to surmise the identity written on the card split-glued to his forehead.  He determines that this unknown identity

· lived in a jungle

· taken by force

· in chains

· on a ship

· to America

The audience sees the name “King Kong” on his card and makes the immediate connection to the great ape, but QT de-centers our typical understanding of the film by making his actor say that the above description can apply to either King Kong or to a slave.  
[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]



