SUBTEXT & HAMLET
· in a play about acting (on a theatrical stage and on the social stage) in which everyone hides behind a social mask, subtext plays a very important role

· and reading between the lines is key for the successful navigators of the play (we readers) and in the play (Hamlet most of all)

· from Hamlet's "seems" tirade to Claudius' covert instructions and Ophelia's "maimed rites" - the play is rife with subtext; below are just a few examples:

FLOWERS & SUBTEXT

OPHELIA:
OPHELIA:

There's rosemary, that's for remembrance; pray, 
love, remember: and there is pansies. that's for 
thoughts.

LAERTES: 
A document in madness, thoughts and remembrance 
fitted. 

OPHELIA: 
[To King.] There's fennel for you, and columbines. 
[To Queen.] There's rue for you; and here's some 
for me: we may call it herb of grace a' Sundays. 
You must wear your rue with a difference. There's 
a daisy. I would give you some violets, but they 
withered all when my father died. They say he 
made a good end— 

(Hamlet 4:5:175-86)

Ophelia's Flowers and Their Symbolic Meaning

Act 4, Scene 5, of Shakespeare's Hamlet
by Katarina Eriksson
<http://www.huntingtonbotanical.org/Shakespeare/ophelia.htm>
 

Shakespeare liked to use flowers and plants as images to illustrate his ideas.  Ophelia used flowers as symbols of her deep sorrow and grief.  She was very upset because her father, the King Lord Chamberlain, has just been killed by Hamlet.  Being a sensitive and intelligent young woman, Ophelia needed to express herself.  In Hamlet, she does so by passing out flowers to the court in her seeming mad state of mind.  Doing this she accused the King and Queen of the guilt she wanted them to feel.  Using flowers in this indirect way is safer than directly stating her opinions before the Court.

The people of those days found it difficult to express and communicate directly.  This is based from fear and lack of polite and proper words.  They feared to cross someone (in this case the King and Queen) and be killed for insulting them.  So poor distraught Ophelia did not choose these flowers haphazardly.  She chose them with the intent to say to the King and Queen what she thought and felt about the whole weird happenings around her.

 

Here is the symbolic meaning of the flowers she handed out:

· Rosemary, Rosmarinus officinalis, means to remember and faithfulness  

Laertes, the son of Polonius, has been out of the country and returns home to learn the person responsible for the death of his father, The Councilor to King Claudius.  While speaking with the new King and Queen, his sister, Ophelia, enters and speaks.  First she goes to Laertes, her bother, and says, "There's rosemary, that's for remembrance; pray you, love, remember."  She wants her brother to help her figure out who killed their father.  "Remember Think back on what's been going on" is what she is telling him. 

 

· Pansy, Viola tricolor, is the symbol for thoughts and faithfulness.

Ophelia then says, "And there is pansies, that's for thoughts."  Pansies referred to here are the Viola tricolor (Johnny jump-ups) not the large hybrids we know today.

 

· Fennel, Foeniculum vulgare, is the symbol of flattery

At this point, Ophelia walks to the King, and while handing him some fennel, says, "There's fennel for you and columbines." That's a jab to the King!  The audience in Shakespeare's time would have understood that to mean flattery and male adultery and foolishness, because once you pick fennel, it would wilt so quickly.  She knew that the new King loved flattery.  An old saying is "Sow fennel, sow sorrow."

 

· Columbine, Aquilegia vulgaris, is the symbol for male adultery and ingratitude and faithlessness, and Emblem of Deceived lovers

It was also the symbol for foolishness.  It was kind of an amusing type of thing for men, which was the old double standard in those days.  It was brave of her to first flatter the King and then accuse him of foolish adultery.  A very frightening thing, when we remember that the King has the power to take her life.

 

· Rue, Ruta graveolens, means adultery and genuine repentance of all transgressions for women and everlasting suffering

Rue is very bitter.  Ophelia then walks over to the Queen and says, "There's rue for you; and here's some for me.  We may call it herb of grace a Sunday's.  O, you must wear your rue with a difference."  Note that rue was the major cause of abortion in its day, which is also shy it was tied in with adultery.  So she insults both the Queen and King to their faces, in front of witnesses.

 

· English Daisy, Bellis perenis, means Innocence 

Ophelia then sees a daisy and says, "There's a daisy," and she picks it up, looks sadly, and then puts it back.  In effect she is saying, "There is no innocence here."

· Sweet Violet, Viola odorata, is the symbol for faithfulness or fidelity

Then Ophelia says, "I would give you some violets, but they wither'd all when my father died."  So what is she telling the King and Queen?  About their faithfulness and integrity?

 

This was very confrontational and brave to say, for this young lady.  Most people now do not know about flower symbolism and how important it was to the story.  That's unfortunate, for so much is missed and unappreciated.  Ophelia knew exactly what she was doing when she handed out flowers in this scene.
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FLOWERS & SUBTEXT:
· “What’s in a name?  That which we call a rose / By any other name would smell as sweet” (R&J 2:2:44-45)
· When a ROSE is more than a rose:  Meaning by Color
	Red
	Love, Beauty, Courage and Respect, Romantic Love, Congratulations, I Love You, Job Well Done, Sincere Love, Respect, Courage & Passion
	Yellow
	Joy, Gladness, Friendship, Delight, Promise of a new beginning, Welcome Back, Remember Me,  and Jealousy, "I care"

	Red (Dark)
	Unconscious beauty
	Yellow with Red Tip
	Friendship, Falling in Love

	Red (Single)
	"I Love You"
	Orange
	Desire, Enthusiasm, Fascination

	Deep Burgundy
	Unconscious Beauty
	Red and White 
	Given together, these signify unity

	White
	Purity, Innocence, Silence, Secrecy, Reverence, Humility, Youthfulness, I am worthy of you, Heavenly 
	Red and Yellow
	Jovial and Happy Feelings

	White (Bridal)
	Happy love
	Pale Peach
	Modesty

	Pink
	Appreciation, "Thank you", Grace, Perfect Happiness, Admiration, Gentleness, Please Believe Me
	Peach
	Appreciation, Closing of the deal, Let's get together, Sincerity, Gratitude

	Dark Pink
	Appreciation, Gratitude, Thank You
	Coral
	Desire

	Light Pink
	Admiration, Sympathy, Gentleness, Grace, Gladness, Joy, Sweetness
	Lavender
	Love at first sight, Enchantment

	Blue *
	The unattainable or impossible
	Black *
	Death, Farewell

	Single in any color
	Simplicity, Gratitude
	Red Rosebud
	Symbolic of purity and loveliness

	White Rosebud
	Symbolic of girlhood
	Thornless Rose
	"Love at first sight"


CLOTHES & SUBTEXT
POLONIUS:
· Polonius’ last-minute fatherly advice to his late-departing son, Laertes
· POLONIUS:

Costly thy habit as thy purse can buy, 
But not express'd in fancy; rich, not gaudy; (75) 
For the apparel oft proclaims the man. 

And they in France of the best rank and station
Are of a most select and generous chief in that. (Hamlet 1:3:74-78)
CLOTHES & SUBTEXT:
· work clothes
· party/dancing clothes

· date clothes

· church/temple clothes

· job interview clothes

· clothes & sub-cultures

· conspicuous consumption

· earrings, handkerchiefs, gummy bracelets ( sexual orientation or sexuality

· d/a rehabilitation centers  ( changed immediately

· PBS:  Tales from the Royal Wardrobe
· http://www.pbs.org/program/tales-royal-wardrobe/ 
