RESEARCH PAPER QUESTIONS

“Which documentation style should I follow for this research paper?”

· Our researched papers will conform to the MLA documentation style, which is what the "Doc. material" on our site reviews.

“How much research do we need?” 

· You should have at least one cite per Body paragraph.

· Probably more than one, one for each Subject, but I should not read a Body par. that lacks any research. 

· (it's a "research" paper!)

“When do we cite?”

1) cite each & every time you borrow information 

2) cite immediately after each sentence of borrowed info

3) cite "directly quoted" material AND paraphrased material

· THUS:  You will NOT cite an entire paragraph, throwing a citation at the end of the last sentence (Which sentence was borrowed, Which was yours & which was theirs, What if you have multiple sources,...).  

· Also, you cite IDEAS more than words, so even if you put the source's words into your own words (paraphrasing), you must STILL cite the material b/c it was their idea - an apt analogy is trade marks or patents or copy rights (Samsung just stole Apple's ideas & got sued for a billion dollars!). 

· And, if you have 3 sentences in a row that are borrowed from a source (but not directly quoted), cite each sentence - the first citation will be the full citation & the other 2 will have just the page referent.

“How do I cite?”
· 2 basic parts:

1. whatever is (correctly) 1st on the Works Consulted page = 1st in the citation

2. page referent

· typically, the author's name/s go first (Last, First.)

· if you have no author, the "Article Title." will come first

· PAGE REFERENTS
· as researchers, we want to give our readers the opportunity to find this material in its original context - not exactly where it comes but the general area

· so we give them these page referents to help them find it

· page numbers 
· if & only if they appear onscreen OR you source is a book

· subheadings 
· in longer sources that lack page numbers, 

· they use SH to break the material into sections

· paragraph numbers 

· in short, 1-page sources that lack page #s & SH, merely count the paragraphs

· our Parenthetical Citations page goes into more details

· basically, here's what they look like:

· with an author -

· (Smith 876).

· (Smith 'Engine Size').

· (Smith par. 4).

· without an author -

· ("Accords vs. Altimas" 539).

· ("Accords vs. Altimas " 'Sound Systems').

· ("Accords vs. Altimas " par. 8).
