REFUTATION EXERCISES:  Answers
TV:
· true, television deservedly (and often nightly) earns the name “the idiot box” 

· even the “Hulu” commercial with Alec Baldwin plays upon this well-earned appellation

· “57 channels and nothing on” (Springsteen)

· not-so-real reality TV

· bottom-of-the-barrel, lowest-common-denominator programming

BUT

· it would be an overgeneralization to claim 

· that ALL shows are trash, moronic

· that NONE of the programs are thoughtful, thought-provoking, stimulating, challenging, provocative, educational, interesting, inspiring

· to refute, use specific episodes of shows you’ve seen

· use specific shows on specific channels

· don’t just mention channels 

· that would guilty of the same overgeneralization as the original statements

· ALL shows on that channel are educational

INTERNET vs. LIBRARY:
· specific  instances for both
Internet (-):

· * distractions, easily disrupted 

· pop-up ads, surfing the Web, “those” sites

· dubious sources, sites

· questionable data 

· misleading information

· Wikipedia, blogs, about.com

· opinions vs. facts

· lack of research, documentation

· on your own, no help 

· no personal assistance

· no immediate help

· lack of organization, inundated with information without structure

Library (+):

· * authenticated, vetted, reliable sources

· quality sources from experts, professionals, scholars

· ask for/receive help from librarians

· quiet, few distractions – get work done

students’ selfish altruism:

· refute by giving specific students doing specific selfless acts, community work

· perhaps even yourself – church groups, Key Club, school groups
· helping others without taking credit or claiming it on résumés or college applications

