PARADOX EXERCISES:  Answers
theory vs. experience:

· most students relate to the “ounce of experience is better than a ton of theory” paradox
· isn’t that what college is about: we teach you theory until you go out into the “real” world of experience and (hopefully) put all that theory to use?
· we theorize about these rhetorical strategies but using them in these DG posts and in some future essays is “better”
· as most students note, the best educational experiences are often those in which we 
· gain firsthand experience, 

· acquire personal or direct knowledge 
· through a “hands-on” approach

· think anything in medicine (Heimlich Maneuver), sports (curve ball), mechanical arts (brakes)

· but it’s also true that we can’t easily and summarily dismiss the value of theory, which has many of its own benefits (I don’t need actually to blow my brains out to know that Russian roulette is dangerous)

desire not to desire:  

· do not refute 

· presume that it is “correct”

· explain, support, clarify
· Get Zen:  

· just be

· whatever happens, happens

· Beatles:  let it be 
· 12 Steps:  let go and let God 
· Forest Gump (visual motif):  become a feather on the wind 

· Hamlet: “Let be.” (V.ii.214)
GOOD and BAD:
· Nobody’s perfect

· We consist of both good & bad
· We must embrace both parts of ourselves
· Balancing act; try to do good, falter, make mistakes, but make amends, learn, move on 
· Morality = honesty, decency, integrity, principles, ethics, goodness, honor, virtue

· If we deny a vital part of ourselves, if we lie about it (dishonesty), how can we be moral? 

· Morality doesn’t mean perfection; it’s more about knowing right & wrong and choosing right

· Bible:  ate the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil

· Shakespeare:  “better angel” and “worser spirit” (Sonnet 144) 

