“MONSTER” CAUSES and EFFECTS

CAUSES

SCHOOL:

· school’s “social priorities” (207) = misplaced, inverted

· popular cliques as “local celebrities” (207)

· their activities = celebrated

· less about a good education, more about sports (e.g.)

· authorities ignore bullying, cruelty 

· authorities refuse to accept blame, responsibility, accountability

POP CULTURE:

· glorify the popular cliques

· TV:  MTV, Dawson’s Creek, 90210
· Music:  Britney Spears, Backstreet Boys

· Magazines:  YM, Seventeen
· (which seems to reinforce the school’s backward priorities)

MEDIA’S CAUSES:
· Goth culture

· Marilyn Manson

· violent computer games

· gun control

· Trench Coat  Mafia

· (no mention of the abusive school culture)

EFFECTS
EFFECTS on VICTIMS of BULLYING:
· “deep emotional wounds” (207)

· attempted suicide

· fear, panic, terror

· mistrust of protectors

· deep resentment 

· of popular kids

· of authority figures

· acting out, rebellious behavior
· anti-social behavior

· gravitation to anti-social groups, movements, trends, clothing, entertainment

· metal, punk, Goth, occult

· “trenchcoat-goth, submerged, socially challenged kids” (208)

· revenge, retribution

EFFECTS of COLUMBINE:
· media attack, demonizes Klebold and Harris

· blame the “real victims,” K&H (207)

· media saturation

· lawyers, parents

· blame game

· law suits, prosecution

· K’s & H’s friends and families

· gun dealers, Trench Coat Mafia

· grief

· friends & families of the victims of the shooting

· friends & families of the shooters

SUGGESTIONS:
· rearrange “social priorities”

· emphasize “academic discipline” (209), scholastic success, education

· finance academic programs

· de-emphasize sports

· more professional help

· school should hire more counselors, psychiatrists

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GOOD ETHOS:
· personal experiences, confession 

· “suggestions”

BAD ETHOS:
· “The only reason why [sic] I didn’t shoot him and his jock cronies is because I lacked access to guns” (208).

·  “But innocent people had to die in order to bring injustices to light that exist in our society” (208).

	· He obviously feels passionately about this issue & his argument on it BUT he lets his emotion get the best of him -- How many of you cringed at comments like "innocent people had to die" & "I would have killed them all"? This presents us with a valuable lesson re: the ETHOS of a writer (you, too, as writers):  

· Don’t let your emotions get the better of you because once you lose credibility in the reader’s eyes, it’s very difficult to get it back.

· (In The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, Stieg Larsson calls this “trust capital”)

· Making it personal - rather than academic - does help him put some “trust capital” in the bank, as does his ending with some suggestions...BUT I don't know if he can ever really recover from the previous problem.

· If you like this topic - the C&E of school shootings - you certainly may pursue it in our researched assignment (although I wouldn’t use him as a source).




