ANALOGIES:
· Writing essays is like climbing Mt. Everest

· Writing analogies is like making a quilt

· The way my mind works is like fireworks shooting in many directions

· Learning to work at a new job is like driving a car blindfolded.

· Paying college athletes is like paying students to attend school.

· The way my mind works is like the tortoise and the hare.

· Using steroids to increase athletic performance is like playing around with a loaded gun.

· Learning is like being on a never ending journey.

· Reading/critical thinking is like doing exercises for my brain.

· Being in love is like riding a roller coaster.

· Paying college athletes is like paying a mom to babysit her own kids.

· Learning to eat with chopsticks is like bobbing for apples.

· Being dumped or cheated on is like stung by a bee: it hurts when it first happens but over time the pain goes away.

· Being in love is like riding a roller coaster: it has its ups and downs but overall it is a great ride.

· Studying is like going to the dentist: it has to be done but it gets put off until the last possible minute.

· Using steroids to increase athletic performance is like cheating on a college exam.

· The way my mind works is like a Rubix cube.

· Being in love is like crossing the road and not checking to see if there are cars coming.

· Learning is like being a child and learning something new every time you look around. 

· Being in love is like being in a tornado, you keep flying until you land unsure of where you are.

· The way my mind works is like a large circle, where everything that I am thinking comes together one way or an other.

· Using spanking to discipline children is like child abuse. 

· Being in love is like flying an airplane.

· Being cheated on is like a feeling of aggression that doesn't go away.

· God, (religion) is like an opiate for the disgruntled masses,

· calming them, and making easy to manipulate.

· Being in love is like the cascading, free falling waterfall, always moving, never stagnant.

· Eating at fast food restaurants is like filling your belly with cardboard and grass.  It will make you feel full, but leave you nutritionally famished.

· Heaven is like the "gold package" of retirement plans.

· Eating fast food is like injecting your arteries with Crisco.

· Love is like a weather forecast, some days it's clear and bright, other days it's dreary and stormy.

· God is like a father, leading us on the right path but setting us straight when we mess up.

· Studying is like volunteering, it’s never good to work for free but in the end the rewards are worth the effort

· Thinking critically is like an out of body experience, you have to let go of what you think you know and see a situation from all sides.

· Driving a car is like life; sometimes you need to switch gears in order to keep up.

· Being in love is like driving with your eyes closed, you never know what is going to happen.

· Being in a relationship is like the seasons, they come and go.

· A blood clot in your vein is like a clog in your drain: it can be a headache and sometimes requires someone to "snake" your pipe

· Eating fast food is like cheating on an exam: you may get instant gratification but you will suffer in the long run

· Being a nurse is like being a mother: it requires patience and nurturing but also offers a big payoff in the end

· Most men are like a tennis match...love means nothing.  

· Writing essays is like boxing…it can be painful unless you know what you're doing.

· Studying is like driving a car…you probably shouldn't be playing with the radio at the same time.  

· Writing essays is like going to the dentist, no one wants to do it but it benefits you in the long run.

· God is like air, you don't see him, but  you need him to live and without him you die. 

· Thinking critically is like running a marathon with a walker, its slow going.

· Abusing drugs or alcohol is like throwing your life away.

· Being in love is like winning the lottery.

· Smoking cigarettes is like asking for health problems.

· eating fast food is like smoking cigarettes

· gambling is like walking along the edge of a cliff blindfolded

· using drugs is like driving a car with no brakes

LCCC SCANDAL:
Once again in its beleaguered 40+-year history, our institution has become the nexus of another headline-grabbing scandal, and I think I’d be remiss in my duties as an instructor of this particular class if I didn’t bring up the matter. 

I considered using the DG posts as the forum to get your ideas on the recent theft-related situations, but I think the idea might serve as a strong Analogy Essay topic: You could look at the situations positively or negatively and choose your appropriate analogy. 

Perhaps you feel that the college leaders acted responsibly, carefully, even if unfavorably in the eye’s of the public; then you could compare it to another situation in which, despite public outcry or objection, people/leaders acted slowly but correctly, dutifully, conscientiously. 

On the other hand, perhaps you feel that they showed favoritism or meted justice unfairly and inconsistently; then compare it to an instance in which leaders acted similarly.

You certainly don’t have to change your topic, but if you’re searching for one, this, the closing of Yankee Stadium, the up-coming elections, the current economic crisis, and any contemporary situation are good ideas.

COMPARISON vs. ANALOGY:
Remember, also, that a difference exists between Comparison and Analogy: While both look for similarities, the former compares subjects that are in the same class or category (they’re related), and the latter compares subjects across class boundaries (they’re unrelated). 

Analogies are more metaphorical, connecting subjects previously unconnected, with the primary purpose to get readers to think differently, to see one subject anew/afresh.

To illustrate, a comparison essay would discuss the similarities between the 1929 Stock Market Crash and the current market trouble. However, an Analogy Essay could compare the current market trouble and its bailout to rewarding a spoiled child for his/her tantrums or other poor, selfish behavior.

EXPLANATORY ANALOGY:
Lastly, when it comes to choosing “appropriate” topics for this Analogy Essay, choose “explanatory” over “descriptive.” Descriptive analogies are cute, one-liners that may appear on T-shirts, bumper stickers, or coffee mugs – you’re not going to get 4 pages out of them. Explanatory analogies, conversely, are deep, thought-provoking, multi-faceted ideas that can easily be explored in a lengthy essay. Life may be like a box of chocolates, but you’ll only get a one-paragraph explanation out of that clever line. 

You should be set now, but ask if you still have any questions.
Yankee Stadium:
One idea “ripped from headlines” can be the closing of Yankee Stadium, which is a topic that transcends one team, one sport, and all sports. In some of my other classes we’ve been discussing this – OK, I’ve been making them discuss it – and it’s much bigger than the Bronx. 

“They” are closing an historic landmark, as much a part of American history as any building, to pave it over for a parking lot for a newer, bigger, more expensive stadium. Couldn’t this be analogous to closing your alma mater, wrecking your childhood home, junking your first car? Or wrecking another historically significant place, perhaps like Gettysburg or Shenksville or the birth place of someone important? Or how we as a society treat the elderly? The past? Can this be tied to 9/11 and the WTC? Can this be related to the death (although expected) of a loved one? Yogi has said he won’t miss the ol’ place because he’ll carry it in his heart. Other players – past and present, Yankees and other teams – have taken mementos, keepsakes. 

For me, watching the game on Sunday night, along with its pre- and post-game festivities, was like watching a funeral/wake: “family” reunited, told old stories, laughed, cried, commiserated, took keepsakes….
__________________________________________________________________________________________

EXERCISES:
porn = rape:
• most men react harshly to Brownmiller’s piece (the good news is that you don’t have to agree with Brownmiller, just see how she uses analogy as an argumentative tool)
• To put her arguments in perspective, consider: 
• 1) porn was ubiquitous, everywhere; imagine going for a walk downtown or through the mall and seeing in the display case sexually explicit rape fantasies – for ALL to see; 
• 2) the _Sexual Revolution_ series shown recently on VH1 helps with some stock footage, perspective, & interviews with Brownmiller; 
• 3) Hughes’ “Black” piece, written in an era of inequality (an analogy: racism & sexism); 
• 4) I’ve put on the "essays" page below analogy some “Feminist” pictures that I’ve cut-N-pasted that might help put her arguments in perspective … **BEWARE**: while each of these 3 pictures is crude, the last one is repellent

