Summary of a Side (either side)
I. Introduction 

· Introduce the debate:
· What is the current status of the situation?

· Has anything related to this topic happened lately that has been in the news?

· Has the President or Congress (a politician) done or said something on the matter?

· Has some event ignited or re-ignited this issue?
· history (who, when, why):  In January of 1973, the Supreme Court passed . . . . 

· One of the most contested (divisive, hotly debated) issues in contemporary America concerns….

· Narrow towards your thesis question:

· Some believe….

· On the other hand, others believe….

· End with your THESIS QUESTION:

· remain objective, unbiased, neutral
· refer to both sides of the issue

· Once again, we are faced with the difficult question:  Should we repeal or support Roe v. Wade?
· Are the claims regarding Global Warming warranted or unwarranted?

· Should we allow or deny homosexuals the right to marry?
** If done correctly, this can function as the Introduction in the final draft of your essay.**
__________________________________________________________________________________________
II. BODY

· Point #1: 

· Before you announce the initial major point, 1st segue from the thesis question:

· First, proponents of steroid legalization argue that ….
· One group of Americans answers this question ….

· name     


· One key point offered by the opponents of Roe involves/concerns/is . . . .)

· explain   

· That is, . . . .
· illustrate 

· with representative quotes from articles/sources
· use a proper lead-in the first time using a source—her credentials, article/book title
· For example, Jane Smyth, professor of Bioethics at Brown University, claims in her 2006 Web article that . . . .
· restate/transition  
· warrant statement:  relate the previous example to the point; repeat the point and transition to the next point 
· Thus, opponents of Roe argue that . . . .
· Therefore, opponents believe that . . . . OR While the opponents OR Not only do opponents believe that . . . but they also believe that . . . .
· Point #2:
· transition    (next, second, another major point)

· name     

(Not only do opponents of Roe posit that . . . , but they also claim that . . . .)

· explain   

· illustrate 

· restate/transition 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Point #5: (*save the best for last*)
· transition    (the most significant point of the side)

· name     
· explain   
· illustrate 
· WARRANT
__________________________________________________________________________________________
III. Conclusion
· refer back to Introduction
· list  the main points

__________________________________________________________________________________________
IV. FORMAT:
· *essay format 

 







· *2 pages in length 

· double spaced, 12 font size, Times New Roman, proper headers on each page

V. ILLUSTRATION:
· *this is a typical ILLUSTRATION essay from English 101

· ANSWER:  What are the opposition’s 5 main points?
· Each point will be its own paragraph (enumerate each point with a transition).
· (1) name the point; 
· (2) briefly explain the point; 
· (3) illustrate the point with a representative quote
*attribute to the side:  Another consistent point offered by opponents of the case  concerns . . . .
*summarize the SIDE, not the articles (which was already done in the OCR)
· logically arrange these points (“emphatic order”-- save the best for last)
VI. objectivity:
fully developed
fairly presented (no bias)

objectively discussed 
· remain objective throughout the Introduction and Summary

· no personal opinion; no “I”; just the facts

· who said what

· *do not evaluate or critique until the Conclusion of the final essay
VII. MLA FORMAT:
· *Use a proper lead-in for a quote (see the worksheet); mention credentials.

· *Attribute quote/point to the author, NOT to the article (the article does not do anything).
· *Web sources:  either mention in the text that it is a Web source (“In her Web article, Smith asserts…”) or use sub-headings in the parenthetical citation, if given (“Sub-Heading”).
· *CITE:  remember to cite both directly quoted AND paraphrased information from the sources

· use the full names with credentials (ETHOS)

· mention title of article/chapter/book

· In her 2005 article entitled “Steroids and Athletes,” Dr. Jane Smith, bio-ethics professor at UCLA, states, “[A]nabolic steroids are bad” (54). 
