REMINDERS

· Remember our purpose here:  

· The purpose of our research debate project is to perform a formal, objective analysis of a serious societal issue, objectively reporting & then subjectively analyzing its main sides. 

· We are exploring a current event; that’s it.  We will not, nor cannot, find resolution to this issue.  I want us merely to investigate the 2 major sides to a contemporary American debate so 
· 1) we can speak intelligibly on one issue, 
· 2) we can see how sides are formed (positively, negatively), 
· 3) we can objectively report on those sides,

· 4) we can practice the critically thinking, reading, & writing tools discussed throughout the course, 
· 5) we can employ proper MLA format in a research paper. 

· Think of this as a final exam, in essay-exam format, with one question.

*TITLE:
· do not forget one

· keep it simple AND keep it on topic

· refer to both sides of the issue

· remain objective
· topic + 2 sides

__________________________________________________________________________________________

*INTRODUCTION: (suggestions)

· brief history/background of the issue

· relevant court cases 

· current events, current news stories

· politicians, laws, challenges, debates, marches

· segue to the current status of the situation regarding the case

· segue from current status to your thesis question 

*THESIS:
· question

· objective

· both sides

· “We are left, then, to ponder the following question:  Should Roe v. Wade be overturned (repealed) or upheld (supported, let stand)?”

· the order of the 2 sides in your thesis should reflect the order they appear in the Body; in the above example, Side #1 opposes the case and Side #2 supports it

__________________________________________________________________________________________

*BODY:

· TRANSITIONS:

· Transition from the thesis question to the summary of Side #1 (“Some Americans answer this question . . . .”). 
· Transition from one point to the next with a clincher sentence at the end of the paragraph that sums up the previous point and looks forward to the next point:  

· Thus, opponents of (the issue) argue that such research is, in a word, murder.

· While opponents of (the issue) argue that it is murder, they also claim that it is questionable science.

· *Not only do opponents of ESCR argue that it is murder, but they also claim that it is questionable science.

· Use a strong transitional expression when moving from one side to the other, stronger than “on the other hand,” due to the length of the essay.

· Transition, also, from the Body (summaries) to the Conclusion, and from the analysis in the Conclusion to the Side #3 in the Conclusion

· OBJECTIVITY:  
· Fully, fairly, objectively report on each side.  
· Remain objective until the Conclusion.

· Make it clear throughout that these ideas come from the side and not from you.

· Do this in the Topic & Clincher sentences of each Body paragraph

· Do this with proper lead-in expressions

· Do this with proper citations

· RESEARCH:

· This is a “research” paper, so I expect to see some research.

· Quote and/or paraphrase sources.

· Show somebody from that side of the issue actually arguing that paragraph’s particular point (“illustrate”)

· *SUMMARIES:  

· (1) Name the point (One key point offered by opponents of (the issue) involves . . . .).

· (2) Explain the point in your own words. (That is, . . . . )

· (3) Illustrate the point with a representative quote from a source. (For example, Smith claims . . . .)

· (4) End each paragraph with your own words, a restatement of the point in your own words and transition to the next point (see “transitions” above).

· *EMPHATIC ORDER:  

· Save the most important, most common, most often repeated claim/point for last
· say so in a transitional expression
· *Summarize the SIDES, not the articles.

· *ATTRIBUTION
· attribute ideas/quotes to a HUMAN, not an article

· Smith writes, asserts, claims, offers, suggests, argues, points out, proposes, ... 

· attribute to an unnamed author:

· “According to the anonymous/unknown author….”

· attribute POINTS to the SIDE: 

	one side of this debate
	another/the other side of this debate

	opponents
	advocates

	adversaries
	proponents

	challengers
	supporters

	rivals
	sponsors

	antagonists
	champions

	dissenters
	patrons

	those who disagree
	defenders

	protesters
	backers

	activist
	benefactors


· LEAD-IN EXPRESSIONS:  
· use appropriate lead-in expressions before quotes 
· credentials
· identify Web sources:  Web, Internet, online article

· LEAD-IN VERBS:  
· Mark Essex writes, asserts, claims, offers, suggests, argues, points out, proposes, advises, reports, informs, alleges, contends
· —NOT says.
· PRESENT TENSE:  (Lead-In Verbs)
· Use the present tense of the verb when referring to articles. Even though it was written in the past, it remains in the “eternal” or “literary” present; thus, “Mark Essex suggests,” not “Mark Essex suggested.”

· *PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS:
· use parenthetical citations after EVERY SENTENCE of borrowed information
· whether or not you directly quote OR paraphrase

· author’s last name (if it is not given in the lead-in sentence) + the page number (or sub-heading)

· do NOT cite an entire paragraph 
· your essay with your ideas and your name and grade at the top
**WHEN IN DOUBT, CITE**

· *WEB SOURCES:  

· mention that it’s an electronic source in the lead-in expression
· the words “Web” & “Internet” are capitalized in MLA format
· 1) page number (no p., pp., pg.)     —OR—

· 2) subheading (capitalize main words in the titles, and use “ ”) —OR—
· 3) paragraph number (par.3)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

*CONCLUSION:
· SUBJECTIVE ANALYSIS:
· don’t merely repeat what you’ve already stated

· not necessarily what you believe

· so note the fallacies involved 

· more than “I believe” opinion

· ANALYZE:
· transition from the Summary of Side #2 to the Conclusion

· “analyze” (see book’s “Reading Tools”) the data presented in the summaries:

· note insights, overgeneralizations, assumptions

· Logos, Pathos, Ethos, logical fallacies 

· use proper LPE, 
· point out improper use of LPE by Side #1)

· a) weaknesses of Side #1 (with specific examples) (FALLACIES***)

· b) strengths of Side #2 (with specific examples)

· c) analogy for Side #2
· concise (a paragraph, not a paper)

· as part of the “strengths” of your side

· SIDE #3:

· d) your final paragraph

· this is QUITE important

· end with suggestions (plural) for compromise

· make concessions, recommendations

· you do NOT have to be correct
· you do NOT have “to have ALL the answers”
· you DO have to think, to think critically, to “give & take,” to move beyond the “Argument Culture,” to see beyond the 2 sides
· transition from the analysis to this compromise:

· “Having said that…”
· “In the spirit of cooperation and critical thinking…”
· Concede that, despite some fallacies or weaknesses, Side #1 offers some valid points

· Concede that, despite some strong points, Side #2 has some weaknesses or fallacies

· Note that complex issues such as this have more than 2 sides

· Note that an enlightened society looks to move arguments forward, beyond the investigation of an issue’s 2 main sides – the pro-con, the for-against 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

WORKS CONSULTED:

· attached to Final Draft

· MLA = perfect!

· use all the corrections from the annotated bibliographies

· no summary, no evaluation, just bibliographic data in MLA format

__________________________________________________________________________________________

GRAMMAR:

· no “you” throughout (POV)
· no rhetorical questions (make statements instead) (except thesis, of course)

· if you want to appeal to the reader, use “we” (1st person) OR “one” (3rd person)

· be consistent with your POV throughout

· when it comes to “I,” see the “subjective analysis” part of the Conclusion

· remember, though, this is NOT an opinion paper

· mind your spelling, punctuation, pronoun reference

· UNDERLINING:  books, magazines, journals, Web sites, databases, newspapers

· QUOTATION MARKS:  chapters, articles (in/on magazines, journals, Web sites, databases, newspapers)

SET-UP:

· proper header on p.1

· header (last name-page#) on pages 2+

· stapled

(-2pts.)

*TURNITIN.COM:

· submit the final draft of the essay to Tii.com by the last day of class 

· do so beforehand to check your citations

· use Tii.com as an editing/proofreading tool to help you locate possible oversights when it comes to citing sources/borrowed information

· remember that it will “red flag” regardless of a citation; if you a citation where it’s red, then you’re fine; if you don’t, then you better use one before I read the paper
