PROPOSAL
AN ANALOGY:

· The best way for me to explain this assignment is to make an analogy.  

· The proposal can be compared to the Process Essay (how-to essay) you wrote in Eng 101.  

· Just as you put the process of making Kool-Aid (for example) into a particular context, such as a quick and delicious thirst-quenching beverage, and thereby answered the “So-What?!” question, you will do the same with the process of this research project.  

· Here, in your Introduction, you will discuss the significance/relevance of the project, perhaps some brief historical perspective, and the two sides of the issue (see below).

· In the paragraphs that follow, you will take each step in the process (starting with the thesis question and the AYK and ending with the presentations and group grades) and discuss what you did or what you will do, being as specific as necessary.  

· The end of your proposal will resemble the end of any essay—with a conclusion.  

· Consult each assignment sheet in order to understand fully what each step involves. 

* LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 
· to demonstrate a personal understanding of the entire research process
· to demonstrate a clear understanding of the individual assignments

· to consider the steps already taken

· to anticipate the assignments shortly to come 
· to anticipate any potential problems or pitfalls

· to draft an introductory paragraph to function as the Introduction in the Final Draft 

* True, most proposals come at the onset of a project; however, I feel that you have a much clearer perspective of the project at this point in the process.
______________________________________________________________________________
I. Introduction: 

· similar to the Introduction of Working Outline, only in essay format

· *If properly done, this can be very near to the Introduction that will appear in Final Essay.
· What is the current status of the argument?

· Who said what or did what?  

· What has recently happened to move this issue into the limelight again?

· What has caused/sparked this debate, controversy, debate?

· laws, actions, proposals, amendments, bills, court cases, hearings, law suits, marches, protests, speeches, books, movies, scandals, …
· What is the significance of the project? (“a hotly debated issue on which my generation will have to vote”)

· 2 sides:  some argue for … some are strong opponents 

· thesis question
· objective (not leaning towards one side of the issue or the other)

II. Understanding the process:
· Go through each step in the entire process AND discuss what you have done or what you will do:
· in chronological order

· thesis, AYK, PAB, FAB, analogy, …(see the RDP handout)

· you can skip the proposal step since it concerns this assignment

· take your time and discuss each step in detail
· Mind your verb tenses (past tense up to those already completed at this juncture, future tense from that point onward).
· Some steps can be combined into single paragraphs (i.e., analogy and final analogy).
· State your personal analogy as well as the group’s “final analogy.”

· Regarding research steps:

· mention what tools and resources you consulted to perform your research:
· our library’s Opposing Viewpoints database

· Name your sources for those steps dealing with bibliographic data:

· not the full bibliographic information from your PAB

· but at least the authors and titles (Jane Smith’s “Good Source”)

· from the PAB, FAB

· obviously, you will not yet be able to do this with your opponent’s sources (OCR)

· example: (picking up after the Introduction)
To achieve this goal/to understand fully this issue/to answer this question, I will follow the following process, some steps of which I have already accomplished.  For instance, I began by establishing a guiding thesis question.  In the case of the social security reform issue, I came up with this:  “Should Social Security be reformed or should it be left alone?” Next, I wrote an essay in which I related all I knew on this particular topic before I began my research.  Basically, this information consisted of what I had seen on the evening news.  The purpose of this assignment was to help me distinguish between my ideas and my sources; therefore, I now know what must be cited in my final essay.  
After drafting my “AYK” essay, I began my research, utilizing our school library’s Opposing Viewpoints database and ……. (continue like this through each assignment)
III. Conclusion:
· standard concluding material
· discuss significance of your project 

· relevance (see the Intro)
· Is your idea supported by your research?

· What does the research say about the value of your project?

· not your guess or private opinion 

· not “interesting”
