Introduction
I. INTRODUCE the Debate:

· What is the current status of the situation/argument?

· Who said what or did what?  

· Has anything related to this topic happened lately that has been in the news?

· Has the President or Congress (any elected official) done or said something on the matter?

· Has some event ignited or re-ignited this issue?

· What has recently happened to move this issue into the limelight again?

· What has caused/sparked this debate, controversy, debate?

· laws, actions, proposals, amendments, bills, court cases, hearings, law suits, marches, protests, speeches, books, movies, scandals, …

· What is the significance of the project? 
· “a hotly debated issue on which my generation will have to vote”

· What is its History (who, when, why)?
· In January of 1973, the Supreme Court passed . . . . 

· Give a brief history or timeline of events, up to the present.
· Example:  Death Penalty in USA:  court cases in the 1950s, 1960s, 1970, 1980s will bring readers up to the current status of the issue
· Generalize:  One of the most contested (divisive, hotly debated) issues in contemporary America concerns….

II. NARROW towards Your Thesis Question: 
· identify the 2 Sides to this issue
· Some believe….

· On the other hand, others believe….

III. End with Your THESIS QUESTION:
· remain objective, unbiased, neutral

· refer to both sides of the issue

· do not argue for your side (yet)

· phrase as a question
· Once again, we are faced with the difficult question:  Should we repeal or support Roe v. Wade?

· Are the claims regarding Global Warming warranted or unwarranted?

· Should we allow or deny homosexuals the right to marry?
