GENERIC OUTLINE

4 PARTS:

I. 
INTRODUCTION
II. 
SUMMARY of SIDE #1

III. 
SUMMARY of SIDE #2
IV. CONCLUSION
I. INTRODUCTION:

(Consult the “Introduction” handout)

· introduce the debate, the issue

· What is the significance of this debate?

· This is where some of the background MAY come in – 

· in brief

· don’t lose focus 

· identify both sides 

· objectively
· balanced

· end with a strong THESIS QUESTION
· end the Intro with a clear, strong, objective THESIS QUESTION that mentions both sides in the order they appear in the paper
· Should we or shouldn’t we ….?

· 2 sides of the GC debate

II. BODY:

(Consult the “SOS” handout, which gives a detailed overview of the Body)
A) SIDE #1
· “for” (for example; you may wish to place this side 2nd)

· OBJECTIVELY discuss each of this side’s main points

· 1 at a time, 1 per paragraph

· “facts & stats” for this side ONLY

· **remember, you are NOT summarizing sources here, BUT you are summarizing Side #1 (the main claims, arguments made by this side)
· **Paragraph structure:

· 1) Name the point 
· 2) briefly explain the point
· 3) illustrate the point with a representative quote from a source
· 4) end the paragraph with a warrant statement (clincher sentence for the para., repeat your Topic Sentence, “thus” “therefore”)

· *arrange points in the “emphatic order” – save the “best” (the most common, argued, significant, important) for last, build towards this point, each point gets “better”

B) SIDE #2

· “against” (this is your side, the stronger of the 2 sides—again, you may wish to reverse the 2 sides in your paper)

· Do the same as above:  OBJECTIVELY summarize this side of the issue; present “facts & stats” to support this side

III. CONCLUSION:

· (Consult the “Conclusion” handout)
· SUBJECTIVELY analyze both sides

· weaknesses of Side #1

· strengths of Side #2

· analyze in terms of Logos, pathos, Ethos, Fallacies
· NO “personal opinion”

· *** End with the SIDE #3

· compromise, meet half-way, try to move the discussion forward
