FINAL HINTS
I. TITLE:
· keep it simple

· keep it objective

· issue + 2 sides

· Thesis Question

II. INTRODUCTION:

· introduce the issue 1st

· brief history (follow a CHRONOLOGY)

· current event/case, headline, something in the news

· end with Thesis Question

· **remain OBJECTIVE throughout; do not subjectively push your side

III. BODY:

SUMMARY of SIDE #1:
· segue/transition from the Thesis Question

· identify the side (how does one side answer that question)

· then identify the Side’s first point

· fully, fairly, objectively present their side

SUMMARY of SIDE #2:
· segue/transition to your side, from Side #1 to Side #2

· identify the side (how does one side answer that question)

· then identify the Side’s first point

· fully, fairly, and objectively present your side

	· PARAGRAPH ORGANIZATION
· 1 point per paragraph
1) Name the point AND attribute it to the SIDE. 

· (One point raised by proponents concerns…)

2) Briefly explain the point. 

· (That is, In other words)

3) Illustrate the point with a representative quote from a source. 

· (For example, For instance)

4) End with a warrant statement that brings the paragraph full-circle by reiterating the point & attributing it to the side 

· (Thus, Therefore)
·  (perhaps segueing to the next point as well:  “In addition to…”)

· WARRANT STATEMENTS 

· do NOT end a paragraph with another’s words/ideas; 

· reiterate the point or claim from the Topic Sentence (not verbatim)

· Thus, as Smith’s quote clearly illustrates, one argument raised by the opposition concerns…

· attribute the point to the side (perhaps segue to the next point)

· ATTRIBUTION 

· attribute each point to the SIDE
· attribute quote to an author (not the article)….active voice

· clearly delineate between a source’s ideas and yours

· with a lead-in + a citation
· opponents   = challengers, adversaries, rivals, activists
· proponents = supporters, advocates, activists, sponsors
· CREDENTIALS
· for the 1st mention of the author, give her/his credentials in a “lead-in expression”

· WEB SOURCES
· say so (online, Web, Internet, database article)

· put in the (  ) a page number (no abbreviations for “page”) or a ‘Subheading’ or a paragraph number (par. + the number)
· something from the source as a bearing/point of reference for the reader to find that quote in the midst of the long article


· EMPHATIC ORDER 

· save the “most common” point for last 

· (and say so with a transition)

· TRANSITIONS  

· segue from the THESIS QUESTION to SIDE #1

· enumerate each point (First, Furthermore, Moreover, Additionally,…)

· later, transition from SIDE #1 to SIDE #2

· later, transition from SIDE #2 to the CONCLUSION




	**CITE**


IV. CONCLUSION:

· **SUBJECTIVE ANALYSIS; don't merely repeat what you've already stated

· Each of the following could be its own paragraph:

· WEAKNESSES of their side (FALLACIES***)

· STRENGTHS of your side 

· SIDE #3

· suggestions, compromises, concessions

· best of both sides

· move the argument forward – 

· more than just 2 sides to an issue

· beyond the “argument culture”

	***End with SIDE #3***


V. WORKS CONSULTED:

· attached to Final Draft

· MLA = perfect!

· no summary, no evaluation, just bibliographic data in MLA format

· ALL sources read for this project, even those not cited in your paper

· Consult the “WC:  Basics” sheet

*PROOFREAD*
GRAMMAR:

· POV:  no “you” throughout (no “I” as well, for that matter)

· SPELLING:  affect vs. effect, than vs. then

· HYPHENATE:  alcohol-related, health-related, 18-year-old woman (adjective only)

· Split Infinitive:  to drink legally, not to legally drink 
· UNDERLINE vs. QUOTATION MARKS:  

· Underline:  books, magazines, journals, databases, Web sites, newspapers

· Use “QM”:  chapters, articles (in/on magazines, journals, databases, Web sites)
· mind your PRONOUN-ANTECEDENT AGREEMENT
DOCUMENTATION: 
· CITE every sentence of borrowed information

· cite ideas, not words

· cite immediately, not eventually

· (Author’s Last Name + Page Reference)

· period = after the (  ).

SET-UP:

· proper header on p.1

· header (last name-page#) on pages 2+

· stapled

(-2pts.)

*TURNITIN.COM:

· submit the final draft of the essay to Tii.com by Friday
Attribute ALL points to the SIDE





Title (TQ)


Introduction (ends w/TQ)


Summary of Side #1


Summary of Side #2


Conclusion:


Their Weaknesses


Your Strengths


Side #3








TRANSITION


from TQ to S#1 


from Pt to Pt


from S#1 to S#2


from Pt to Pt


from S#2 to Wks


from Wks to Strngs


from Strngs to S#3





CITE


Each & every sentence of borrowed info


Cite immediately, not eventually


Cite borrowed ideas, even if you put them in your own words


(Author’s Last Name space Page Number).








