PLAGIARISM
I. DEFINITION:
* Plagiarism is the intentional or unintentional use of another’s words or ideas as your own.  

* You are guilty of plagiarism if you:

· include in your essay a passage, an identifiable phrase, or idea that you copied from someone else’s work without acknowledging and documenting your source;

· use exactly the same sequence of ideas and organization of argument as your source;

· fail to put an author’s words inside quotation marks;

· fail to cite a source of summarized or paraphrased information;

· use in your paper sections that have been written or rewritten by a friend or tutor;

· use a paper you submitted for a previous class without my permission 
· (Yes, you can be guilty of plagiarizing yourself!);

· buy, find, or receive a paper that you turn in as your own work. 
(Raimes 84-85)

* Read p. 471-73 in Memering and Palmer’s Discovering Arguments (special edition).

* When you paraphrase an idea, sentence, paragraph, or article…CITE.

* Changing a word or two does not change your obligation to CITE.

WHEN IN DOUBT, CITE!
______________________________________________________________________________

II. CONSEQUENCES:
· Students caught plagiarizing will fail the course 

· not merely the assignment 

· but the entire semester.

______________________________________________________________________________

III. What to DOCUMENT:

(1) Direct Quotations:  
· put exact words in quotation marks (“ ”)

· end quote, space, parenthetical citation, period

(2) Words or Ideas from a Source:  
· ideas, interpretations, analyses, concepts 

· give author credit for his/her ideas

· *if you didn’t know it before you read the article, document

· *changing a few words does NOT change your obligation to document!!!
(3) Paraphrases or Summaries
· restatements of others’ ideas are still their ideas

· even if you put their ideas into your own words, still document

· *changing a few words does NOT change your obligation to document!!!
(4) Major Source:  
· if you are making many references to one source in a paragraph (with no other source in between), then you do NOT have to keep giving full citations
· just the page numbers will do 
· (89) rather than (Smith 89)

· (see p.564) 
· *just keep it clear what ideas are yours & what ideas are from the source)

· *be careful of “overworking the data” (the “putting all your eggs in one basket” problem)

(5) Source within Source:  
· get the original (if impossible)

· see p.565 on how to cite
______________________________________________________________________________

IV. What NOT to DOCUMENT:

(1) Common Knowledge:

· this is information most educated people are expected to know

· it is readily available in most general reference works (encyclopedias, dictionaries, atlases) or through the popular media (TV, radio, newspapers, magazines) 

· if you copy or paraphrase from encyclopedias, dictionaries, atlases, almanacs--CITE

· if you don’t, if you have to look it up--CITE 

· for example, most Americans know that 9/11 happened on September 11, 2001, so this is considered common knowledge and does NOT require a citation

· however, most Americans do not know specific statistics or quotes from leaders related to 9/11, so statistics and quotes such as these will need to be cited

· * When in doubt, cite!!!!
______________________________________________________________________________
V. THE INTERNET:  REPUTABLE SOURCES  
* the standards for quality are the same for electronic sources as they are for print sources *
· sponsored by a governmental agency
· end with .gov or .mil

· sponsored by an educational institution (university)

· end with .edu

· beware of a student’s homepage, though

· sponsored by a professional organization
· end with .org (or .net)

· most of the data found on reputable sites can be found elsewhere 

· although this can be the “bandwagon” fallacy

· the quality of writing should be high

· quality of writing = quality of research

· information should be given on the organization and/or author

· the site should have been updated recently

· the article/page should have a bibliography, a Works Cited page, or a references page

** stay away from personal home pages or blogs 

** stay away from Wikipedia and the like (about.com, answers.com)

** rely upon instead the library’s databases to search for scholarly articles

· especially databases related to your topic

· especially articles that have been “peer reviewed” or “peer edited” by scholars in that particular field

** perhaps you could use the Google Scholar or another beta base  

