PLAGIARISM ANALOGIES
What’s the BIG DEAL?!

(credit) 

· at the end of the semester, the professor gives the grade you worked quite hard for to someone else, Mongo, the person who barely attended classes and was here more in body than in mind
(original context) 

· you heard a song by a band that you found interesting and you would like to hear the rest of the CD (album) 

· you would like to hear other CDs by them (documentation allows you to find this “music”)
(misrepresentation) 

· passing off their work as yours = identity theft; your pretending to be them, for a reward

· buying grades with their credit card, so to speak

· grades instead of material objects
(sports)

· plagiarism : school :: steroids : sports

· cheating, unfair advantage, ruining the integrity of the institution

($)

· paying for an item BUT not taking it with you, leaving it in the store

· literally & figuratively throwing your money away

· cheating cheats the cheater –

· you’re paying to attend college to learn BUT when you cheat, nothing is learned

($)

· depreciation:  while I’m ill-equipped to opine on matters of economics, I know there’s an analogy here about depreciation of value – of currency

· printing more money than have in the Bank

· OR 

· personally, spending more money than you have (over-drawn, insufficient funds)

· OR of objects

· imagine “shagging flies” with a baseball autographed by a famous MLB player

· this is what happens to the value of education, of higher education, when we allow, condone, wink at infractions of plagiarism

· plagiarism cheapens the value of a grade, a degree, an institution, and the entire realm of academia

(♫)

· illegally downloading music  = theft of intellectual property

· as is plagiarism in the academic sphere

(drugs)

· practice makes perfect
· cheaters that make the headlines have had years of practice at being that morally bankrupt

· such behavior and attitudes begin and are honed in school

· thus, when these cheaters “grow up” and enter the workforce, they are the ones who are responsible for the Wall St., Madoff, and Enron-type of scams

· so plagiarism ruins society

· much as drugs ruin a society

