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_________________________________________________________________________________________

Cell Phone 101
 

        As you walk through a mall, dine in a restaurant, or go to 

any public place, chances are you will hear a cell phone ringing, and see 

at least one person using a cell phone.  Cell phones have become a 

necessity for most people.  When cell phones first came out, they were 

big and bulky.  You could get a bag phone.  It was a basic black phone 

that fit in a portable bag.  They had long antennas on them.  Cell 

phones have come a long way since then.  Today you can get a cell 

phone that is approximately the size of a credit card.  They offer many 

options.  You can use them for phone calls, text messaging, to surf the 

web, email, and as a music player.  You can play games on them.  Using 

your cell phone to take pictures has become the norm. They come in 

many colors and styles.  You can buy one to fit your personality.  

Ringtones are personalized.  Cell phones are helpful when you need to 

call your family to tell them you will be a few minutes late.  Years ago, if 

you wanted to call someone when you were away from home, you had 

to find a pay phone to use.  But with all the wonders of the cell phone, 

there are annoyances.  There are proper times and places to use 

them.  Cell phones can be dangerous when people use them at 

inappropriate times.  I think some people need to take a class in cell 

phone etiquette and responsibility. 

        Using a cell phone while driving can be very dangerous.  

People get involved in their phone calls and don’t pay attention to their 

driving.  An especially bad habit people have is texting while driving.  

Pushing those tiny little buttons and paying attention to the other 

vehicles on the road at the same time is impossible.  I have often 

witnessed a car swerving or slamming on its brakes because the driver 

was using a cell phone.  I feel your focus needs to be on the road.  

Driving is a privilege, not a right.  It is irresponsible to put your life and 

the lives of others at risk so you can text  and talk to your friends.

        Another pet peeve of mine is cell phone use in public 

places.  I work in a doctor’s office.  Do you know how annoying it is to 

call a patient back, work on getting their vitals and finding out why they 

are there, only to have that person having a conversation on the cell 

phone at the same time?  I feel that is disrespectful.  I only have a set 

amount of time with each patient, and I feel it is very rude of them to 

make me wait while they are having a conversation.  I have decided that 

when I call a patient to go back to the exam room, and they are on a 

cell phone, I will tell them that when they are done with their 

conversation, let the girl at the front desk know, and I will take them 

back.  It is not just an inconvenience for me, it is an inconvenience to 

the sick child that has her head hanging in a bucket because of 

vomiting that has the appointment after them.  I could understand if 

the phone call was of importance, but usually it is not.  

        I like to go out to eat at an expensive restaurant to have a 

nice meal on occasion.  I don’t appreciate having to listen to cell phones 

going off the entire time I am there.   I am there to relax and enjoy 

myself.  I have attended classes that students’ cell phones ring during 

class.  I am there to learn and for you to disrupt the class by not 

turning off your cell phone before coming in to the classroom is 

discourteous.  Some of the ringtones have explicit language.  As a 

parent, I don’t feel that kind of language needs to be used out in public 

for children to hear.  It seems with cell phones, the attitude is “It’s all 

about me.”

        I am not against cell phones.  I have one and enjoy using 

it.  I can’t imagine not having one.  But, there also comes a 

responsibility with a cell phone.  I don’t text while driving.  I also limit 

my phone calls while driving.  I know how to use the off button.  I know 

how to put my phone on vibrate.  As the saying goes, “It’s all fun and 

games until someone looses an eye.” We all need to learn to use the 

cell phone at the proper times and proper places.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Generation Lack
 

     What happened to the days when a glace from your parents put you in your place 

without speaking a word?  I can tell you from experience the look on my dad’s face with 

those ice blue eyes and the squint was all it took.  There really was never yelling from 

my parents due to that famous glare that most of us all have witnessed.

     Going shopping on my day’s off on the week-ends really seem to be of announce 

these days.   The chaos of screaming kids, tantrum throwing brats and disrespectful 

punks ruins the whole shopping day. 

     These days it seems to me that parents can’t or are not disciplining there kids.  

Instead they want to be there child’s best friend rather than an authoritative figure.  

Lacking the skills of being the parent worries me as I am soon going to become one 

myself for the first time.  I try to put myself in the shoes of the parents at the stores on a 

daily basis but I can’t figure it out.  When did this change when kids started to rule the 

parents?

     Remember going out with you’re parents was really a big deal.  I can recall some 

Sunday’s going for breakfast then shopping afterwards and you better have been on 

your best behavior.  You were warned before getting out of the care about touching, 

yelling and running anywhere in the store.  Death was waiting at home if you got the look 

in any store.  

     After hearing a bit of me telling these small stories one would think my parents where 

awful, but they sure knew what they were doing and raised four wonderful children.  

They also have 5 grandkids that are so polite and yet scared of there parents as we were 

of our own.  My siblings are great parents and instill the same morals and values that our 

parents have done with us.  

     There is a generation lacking support from there parents in the aspect of who’s the 

boss. Lacking the skills of being polite to your parents, strangers or yourself has really 

turned our society into a bunch of rude, selfish people.

      I would hope when I become a parent that I can teach my child that everyone 

deserves respect.  I also feel very strong about kids having a bit of fear for there 

parents.  There needs to be a little change in the way we can discipline our kids again 

without the best friends out there calling child welfare on parents trying to do a good job.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Smoking in the workplace
Smoking in the workplace has turned into a big issue in the past

year.  Even smoking in public places, but, that is a whole other issue.

 Alot of places, mostly health care, has stopped smoking on the

premises.  They also have offered smoking cessation to their employees

so it makes it easier for them to quit.  Being a former employee of a

local hospital, I knew all the controversy surrounding the smoking in

the workplace.  I was also there when they decided that they were no

longer going to let their employees smoke on hospital grounds.

     I am currently an ex-smoker of 1 year and a few months.  When I

worked at the hospital, there was a doctor there that absolutely hated

the thoughts of people smoking.  Funny thing is he was a cardiologist

and the smoke shack was located right outside of the stress lab window.

 So how wrong is that?  The doctor used to say that he wanted the

definition of a "smoke free workplace" to be the same as a "Drug free

workplace".  Meaning that if they said the hospital was smoke free

anyone caught smoking will be treated the same as if they were caught

with drugs.  I am not exactly sure how the ended up enforcing this, but,

I heard if you get caught smoking anywhere on hospital grounds you will

be fired.  I remember watching everyone out the window of the stress

lab.  A day where it was raining, with rain drops almost the size of a

pingpong ball.  People needing to get that fix, running down the steps

with a folded up newspaper over the head.  The days when it was really

cold, you can see the people blowing the cold air smoke from their

mouth, and shivering while sitting outside smoking.  Puffs of smoke

floating up in the air, one right after another.  They all looked happy

though.  No matter what they weather, sometimes they were cold,

sometimes they were wet.  But, they always had this cheery look on their

face, as if it was a massive relief to get outside and away from all the

commotion of their jobs.  It was like they were entering into another

world, stress free, and to all the things that they enjoyed.  They sure

did look like they were having fun.  Although we were in the stress lab,

with a potential heart patient walking on the treadmill, it wasn't a

good sight for them to see.  In the summer time there would be alot of

people hanging outside by the smoke shack.  There were alot of the

non-smokers that would just go hang out and get some sun.  They all sat

there talking, and soaking up the sun.  Laughing and making fun of each

other.  They had a good time.  This smoke shack seemed to be the popular

hang out for the hospital.  Not only for the smokers, but, for the

non-smokers too.  This is where the people would come to meet to get

away from the stressors of their jobs.  Then they moved the smoke shack,

due to the construction.  They moved it behind the cancer center.  Seems

like the appropriate place most people thought.  This is when I decided

to quit.  I found it very disturbing and awkward to be smoking outside

of a cancer center.  It just totally amazes me to see what lengths

people will go through to have a cigarette.  I personally think they are

way more addicting than any drug. 

     Smoking on LCCC Campus is another thing.  You see that they have

designated smoking areas.  Yet people still smoke wherever they feel

like it.  They threaten with giving you a fine for smoking on campus. 

That doesn't really scare anyone either.  I think it is because they are

in a hurrry to have that smoke and get back to class.  So they just

light up as soon as they get out the door.  I used to be that person too. 

     There are alot of work places that are going with the non-smoking

effect.  Some choose the option of giving their employees help, others

don't.  Which brings me to one of my opinion matters.  If you are

employed at a place, and all the sudden, they decide to go smoke-free. 

They should give you the option of getting smoking cessation, and

possibly paying for it out of their own pocket.  They are the ones that

wanted you to quit.  So they should provide the necessary quit smoking

aids.  Whether your aids be medication, or counseling, the company that

you are working for should be responsible for helping you.  If you were

a drug addict they would ask you to get help before letting you go.  It

should be the same thing for smoking.  A lot of places urge you to quit,

post signs that you cannot smoke, and if you get caught smoking you

possibly get fired.  I think this is just wrong.  They need to give you

the opportunity to better yourself.  Smoking is a highly addictive

habit, and needs to be dealt with seriously.  

     Now lets talk about smoking in public places.  I can see stopping

this.  Even when I was a smoker I found that going into a restaurant's

with the smell of cigarettes lingering in the air wasn't a very

appetizing feeling.  When you walk into a place that serves food, you

want to smell the food.  You want to be able to smell the freshly baked

bread, the flame-broiled steak, and the sauteed whatever it is.  We

don't' want to walk in and smell a newly lit cigarette, or the ones that

sit in the ash tray for a few hours.  Some people may like that smell I

guess.  People would say that all of the smoking controversy is stemmed

from the myth or the fact, of second hand smoke. 

     In conclusion, I think in order to have smoke free workplaces, the

workplace needs to offer the employee smoking cessation.  Smoking in

public places, is another issue, they say it is stopped because of

second hand smoke.  Smoking is highly addictive, and most enjoyable for

people that do it.  Another opinion of mine, is that we need to have a

reason to quit.  We either need to quit because of some underlying

medical issue, or because we just want to.  Either way you have to want

it bad enough to be successful. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Elevator Etiquette
 

There is something that has recently become quite a pet peeve of mine over the past 

year or so.  It is elevator etiquette, or lack there of.   For the past three years I have 

worked in a facility that requires a lot of elevator riding and have found myself getting 

more and more aggravated  the more I use it.   I never looked up Ann Landers idea of 

how to properly act when riding on an elevator, but I have come up with some of my 

own.    The following is a list of situations I frequently encounter and the way I think they 

should be properly handled.

        The first peeve is when people get on an elevator before letting others exit.  

You know, that moment when you almost break you nose off the forehead of someone 

anxiously awaiting a ride on the lift.  This is by far the incidence I have encountered the 

most.  It easily occurs multiple times a day.  The best is when you get the dirty look for 

trying to get off the elevator before someone enters.  Proper etiquette should be waiting 

to the side of the elevator to allow room for those exiting.  Once all have exited, you 

may proceed into the elevator.  

        Secondly, I never take the elevator unless I am going up or down more than 

two floors.  Unless you are in a wheelchair, have a cane or crutches, congestive heart 

failure, a stroller or a load of boxes, a couple of flights of stairs will not kill you.  In fact it 

is considered exercise.  Let me now explain why this is such a nerving subject to me.  

Let’s say I am on the first floor and have to go to the sixth.  On floor two, some healthy 

individual jumps on and gets off on the third floor.  On the fourth floor, my journey 

comes to another halt.  Someone else gets on and before they can smile and say hello, 

their stop on the fifth floor arrives.  Finally, the sixth floor! Where am I?  I’m in the back 

of the elevator, on the floor, puking my guts out.  For the next hour of my day I have a 

major headache and am literally sick to my stomach.  

                 After explaining my last peeve you will understand my reason for the next 

complaint.  Do not, under any circumstance, lean up again the buttons.  There is a girl in 

my clinical group who is notorious for doing this.  She came very fond of this trick when 

we had clinical on the sixth floor.  By the time I got to my car, I was the equivalent of a 

drunk driver with reoccurring vertigo who just devoured two pounds of macaroni and 

cheese.  Really, the walls of the elevator will hold themselves up; they do not need the 

assistance of your back for support.

                 Finally, hold your bodily gases while riding on the elevator, even if no one is 

on with you.  Nothing is worse then having to hold your breath on the elevator.  You also 

leave the first poor soul on after you exit looking guilty, because the person following 

them will automatically think they are to blame for the raunchy smell.  Really, it is just 

plain gross. Leave that business for the bathroom.

                 Maybe you do not ride in elevators enough to realize that there should be 

proper etiquette.  Consider yourself informed and therefore responsible for your actions.  

Following these rules will also allow fellow elevator riders to arrive to their destination, 

not only feeling as well as they did when they stepped foot in elevator, but also on time.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

“I believe.”
That was the rallying call put out by Mayor Tom Leighton during his first term 

in office.  He held a big party at Gennetti’s inviting people from all over the region to 

celebrate and believe in the city.  

It was great event. I was there.  I got the buttons and posters and made sure they were 

up in my cube at work for everyone to see.  I am proud to be a resident of the 

hyphenated city.  

I saw the progress downtown.  I could look out the windows of my building that 

overlooked Public Square and see the city coming back to life with the Farmer’s Market 

and the events on the Square.   I was there the night Barnes & Noble had it opening with 

the local college cheerleaders.  I saw the hole behind my building transform from a pit to 

the state office building.  The lot I parked in is now the Movies 14, which my children and 

I often enjoy a movie at.  For lunch, the choices in restaurants are abundant, from deli 

sanchwiches to Chinese take out to sit down dinners at a Hibachi bar. 

 I am thrilled to see the growth in downtown and hope it reaches it full potential including 

the filling of the storefronts around the theater and the revitalization of the Sterling Hotel.

While I think downtown revitalization is key, think the city has lost some focus on the 

residents and the neighborhoods.  Under the former mayor, city parks were rebuilt.  

Several local playgrounds received some much needed updating. Residents were able to  

clean up their homes with a citywide “Clutter Clean Up”, allowing people to get rid of 

the “stuff” they collected over the years without dumping illegally in someone else’s 

neighborhood or the local creek.  Recycling was cut back from weekly to biweekly for 

glass, plastic and cans, and to once monthly for newspapers.  

Last year during a snowstorm the secondary roads (i.e. residential streets) didn’t get 

cleared for several days. After two days without being able to get out of our circle the 

neighbors finally paid someone to plow the street so they could get their cars out. There 

were stories of people in South Wilkes-Barre who couldn’t get to work for several days.  

I was lucky I could work from home but that person in South Wilkes-Barre lost several 

days pay.

There also seems to be more violence in the city.  I know that the police need to make 

the downtown feel safe to bring more foot traffic to the downtown area, but I want to 

know its safe in my neighborhood.  I want my kids to be able to walk around the 

neighborhood without worrying about them being solicited for drugs or happening upon a 

shooting.

There needs to be balance. The city needs to take into consideration the needs of the 

residents and balance this with the needs of the region.  After all the residents are the 

ones who pay taxes on their homes and incomes.  If the city neglects them they may 

neglect the city and move to areas that are more residentially friendly.

I have always believed in Wilkes-Barre.  It’s a great place to live.  It’s convenient to 

everywhere. There are great schools. I want to know that the city cares not only about 

the downtown, but me the home owner, taxpayer and resident.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Litter
Litter is a preventable problem that is ruining this world. Everywhere you go 

there is garbage lying all around you caused by someone who is too lazy to walk to a 

garbage can or even simply place their garbage in their pocket to dispose of at a later 

time. This problem is affecting every public place including parks, roadways, and 

beaches. 

        First, parks are being littered with garbage. It is hard to take children to 

somewhere they are supposed to enjoy themselves and see it covered in trash. A park is 

supposed to be an innocent place where a child can feel like they are flying on the swings 

or spin until they become dizzy on the merry-go-round, but instead it has become a 

landfill. The green grass has been replaced with torn papers, empty cigarette packs, 

broken beer bottles, and other waste. Most parks contain at least one garbage can, but it 

is either already overflowing or completely empty, either way defeating its purpose 

completely. Therefore, garbage is ruining our children’s parks.

        Second, the area on the side of a roadway is being over-run with garbage. 

You can see this problem more in large cities, but it exists just about everywhere. 

Instead of seeing beautiful scenery on a Sunday drive, you see tons of waste lying on 

the side of the road. I have seen everything including boxes, shoes, furniture, and 

clothing. If the problem is that people are too cheap to pay for the garbage man to take 

their waste, then they can donate items like furniture, shoes, and clothing to the needy. 

There is no need to just leave it on the side of the road. Therefore, trash is ruining our 

scenery on roadways.

        Third, beaches are becoming cluttered with waste.  Imagine yourself relaxing 

on the beach looking into the majestic ocean. You can see boats, water, a beautiful blue 

sky, and even some dolphins playfully jumping up and down. You become lost in this 

beauty. You remain here for hours until finally you come to and look around. The tide 

has gone out and in its wake lays piles of garbage. There are bottles, empty McDonald’s 

cups, plastic bags, papers, and cans. Some of this trash has been left behind by fellow 

beach-goers. Some has been thrown carelessly into the ocean by boaters. All of it was 

caused by laziness. Therefore, garbage is ruining the beauty of beaches.

        In conclusion, our world would be a much better and cleaner place if our 

parks, roads, and beaches were not littered with garbage. Trash is not only ugly to look 

at, but it also kills wildlife and can spread diseases. You may think how much harm can 

one little piece of garbage do, but if everyone you know thinks the same thing and they 

all litter at the same time that is an awful lot of trash littering our world. So next time you 

are about to toss something carelessly out the window of your car, please instead hold 

on to it until you see a garbage can. Thank you. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Smoking
You are sitting in your favorite restaurant enjoying your meal when

all of a sudden a cloud of smoke hits you in the face and mouth.  You

now have the taste of smoke and cigarettes in your mouth.  Your meal is

ruined.  This is why I think people should be banned from smoking in

public places, such as restaurants and bars.  

     People may choose to smoke and put their health at risk but why

should my health be jeopardized because someone else chooses to smoke? 

Smoking predisposes people to may diseases such as lung cancer and heart

disease.  Second hand smoke is just as bad, if not worse, to your

health.  It is your business if you choose to take chance with your

health but I should not have to suffer for your choices.  

     I also don't want to have to submit my children to second hand

smoke.  There has been some research that second hand smoke increases

chances for ear infections and asthma in children.  I, or no one in my

household, smokes so why should my children be exposed to these types of

increased health risks.   

     It is not only due to health risks that I think smoking should be

banned.  There is also the terrible stale smell of the smoke that

lingers into clothing and hair.   I hate going out with friends to a bar

and coming out of the bar smelling like a smoke stack.  The smell just

gets embedded in everything and does not go away until the garment is

washed.  

     I understand it is a free country and people can choose what they

want to do.  However, I and my children should not have to suffer the

consequences of a decision I did not make. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Renewable Energy Sources in a World Meant to be Infinitely Self-sustaining
 

As I sit and listen to the morning newscasts, both local and worldwide,

I can’t help but feel a bit shaken up, and more then a little irritated

by the never-ending bleak forecasts of continuing economic decline and

worsening environmental conditions affecting humanity on a global level.

One would think that issues like air pollution, water pollution, fuel

shortages, food contamination, and escalating threats of the further

spread of war, violence, and disease are mysterious conditions of

unknown origins, processing powers of their own, over which humankind

has no control. The headlines of gloom and doom grandiosely presented

give the viewer the erroneous impression that this information is

somehow a new revelation. As far back as Aristotle, persons of intellect

striving to understand the world around them have innately known that

the quality of their environment was a direct consequence of their own

behavior. 

The wrathful God’s of the land, sea, and air are not strangers, unknown

to us and hell-bent on destroying our planet to the point of extinction

of my species! We know them, these gods. We elect them. We do business

with them. We spend with them. We consume with them. We waste with them.

More often then not, we eat with them, we sleep with them, we share our

lives with them. They are our friends, our relatives, and our neighbors.

We are those “gods,” every one of us. “What kind of shopping bags do you

prefer, Ma’am”? “Paper or plastic”; asks the grocery clerk? “I don’t

care. Which ever is easiest for you”; I say, with a twinge of guilt. In

my mind, I try to justify my answer. “I will recycle those plastic bags

by using them for trash, rather then buying “real” garbage bags. I can

use the paper bags for book covers or wrapping paper, I think to

myself.” (Ya, right, as if, in the last decade or so, I’ve sat on the

floor with the kids, using colored ink pads and stamp sets, to craft our

own gift wrap, as a fun and ecology minded art project. Why am I one of

the guiltiest of the environmentally challenged guilty little demigods?

Well I’ll tell you. I actually paid a buck a piece for some of those

“manufactured-with-recycled- materials-only-reusable-grocery-sacks” They

sit on the floor in the back seat of my car and I forget to use them,

every time! (There was one time that I used one bag as a carryall. It

was on one of those unorganized days I often have. I suddenly realized

my unorganized paperwork, needed for class was not going to fit into my

unorganized book bag. I grabbed the sack from the back seat as I got out

of the car. “It was worth the dollar, I thought,” feeling a little less

guilty, “at least I am not wasting this bag anymore.” In short order,

another student pointed out that my “environmentally sound” grocery bag

was not intended to be used as a paper cart, as my papers were falling

out of the hole worn through the bottom of the bag. It had been dragging

along on the floor as I made my mindless way to my environmental science

class!). [(This little antidote is just one small example of how good

intentions gone by the way side compound an existing problem, rather

then alleviate it.)]

Why do individually wrapped oatmeal breakfast bars come packed in

cardboard boxes? They are shippable in bulk. Sold as is, based on

consumer need, cuts the cost of production, packaging, handling. Timber

related products, such as paper-based packaging, do come from a

renewable resource, but this resource is not renewable at the rate it is

being wastefully consumed and thoughtlessly tossed aside. The loss of

the Rain Forests is not worth the availability of more paper boxes! 

The waste does not stop with excess packaging. Those consumers, who

would choose to get by on one or two items, often have to purchase

almost by force six or ten of this type commodity. Should the product go

stale, the whole set of combined resources goes into the trash, and then

to the landfill, sealed in even more plastic, never allowed to degrade.

Food staples, cellophane wrappers, cardboard boxes, all of it. Sadly, a

good portion of the waste products now stored in landfills has the

potential to evolve into fossil fuel, albeit many eons from now. Sealed

off in plastic, this natural process is severely thwarted. Should the

plastic material eventually break down along with the safe organic

matter, it cannot be used to produce energy, as has been done with

fossil fuel in the past. Burning plastic gives off Dioxin, a poisonous

gas.  

 Even worse then this, is the negative health effects to those who would

buy one item, given the choice, and end up eating all six items so they

do not get wasted. The newest fad in medical crisis to hit this nation

is epidemic obesity.

The plight of the nation’s farmers is another of those negative issue

broadcasts the media exposes the general population to on an almost

daily basis. Farmers paid not to plant their fields. How inane is that?

Crop rotation prevents soil depletion. Planted ground prevents erosion,

and done with out adding harmful chemical contaminants, aids in water

purification, filtration, and retention. Plant life also contributes to

cleaning the air and supplying oxygen. Why would we purposely stop plant

growth?

 Do we as a population really need to send young men to war in order to

protect the country’s interest in a reliable source of fossil fuel? Do

we really need to disrupt the Alaskan Natural Reserve land for the same

reason, especially under terms that verge on misleading the average

citizen’s understanding of the interpretation of the applicable

environmental regulations? (Square foot useable acreage limitations

placed on allowable fuel related land development applies only to the

amount of ground actually physically touched by the feet of the legs of

the support frames holding the necessary pipeline equipment. This figure

does not apply to the miles and miles of area covered by the pipelines

themselves as they are located up off the ground.

How many of us have traced the San Andreas Fault line. To me it appears

to have the potential to travel from Alaska all the way through the Gulf

of Mexico and beyond. It is common knowledge that our government, (due

to the political pressure from concerned citizens activists groups), has

put some restriction on U.S. drilling in the Gulf. Foreign countries on

the other hand, have U. S. authority to continue with the oil mining

operations so close to the same area that it makes no significant

difference as to the amount of damage done to the area.

Bio-fuels are available developed a manner that requires no re-tooling

of the engines running on it. The type of plant life required for

manufacture of this fuel source is quickly renewable. Most of the crops

involved are multi-use products. Soy, for instance is used to

manufacture food, clothes, building products, and art supplies, as well

as fuel.

In conclusion, I would like to summarize and clarify my opinion on this

matter. First, because I did not research this subject, I may have made

some mistakes regarding specific chemical names and exact figures. Feel

free to point out and correct any errors. Summarily, it is my opinion

that the planet is a fully self contained, self-sustaining, and

continually renewing biosphere. With proper care, and correct use of its

bountiful resources, it should last, provide for and protect its

inhabitants indefinitely. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Why I Think People Drive Like Idiots
 

  Anyone who commutes to and from work or school knows all too well how many idiot

drivers we share the road with.  We experience and witness as others are being

 

tailgated, cut off, and watch helplessly as roads signs and traffic laws are ignored, often 

 

with utter carelessness.  I commute a half hour to and from work Monday through Friday 

 

and almost daily I encounter one of these idiots.  I sometimes question why other 

 

motorists drive the way they do.  Sometimes I softly ask them questions.  The questions 

 

usually sound something like this… what is your hurry to get one car length in front of 

 

me, was that stop sign optional, where’s your turn signal, do you know the speed limit 

 

etc.   Of course I never get answers from them but I did come up with a few of my own.  

 

I have it narrowed down to three reasons why I think people drive like they do.  I 

 

believe people drive carelessly because they are just rude and selfish, are just emulating 

 

what they see going on around them, or maybe it is just as simple as me expecting them 

 

to drive like I would and resenting it when they don’t. 

 

 

     I feel a lot of drivers are just plain selfish and rude.  For instance, a short time ago I 

 

was driving in Wilkes-Barre and was stopped at a red light while trying to make my way 

 

to the arena to see the Trans-Siberian Orchestra.  Traffic was horrible and a young 

 

woman decided that it would be a good idea to ensure her passage though the current 

 

green light by staying on the bumper of the car in front of her.  She apparently did not 

 

care that her decision would place her at a dead stop in the middle of the intersection, 

 

effectively                                                                                                          

 

blocking it for the other drivers when they got their green light.  I feel she viewed the 

 

situation selfishly, and that she might be thinking something like this.  "I have a green 

 

light, I can go, and besides this is taking too long and I've waited enough".  When 

 

someone else placed in the same situation might react by thinking “Maybe its best that I 

 

hang back and wait for the next light.  It wouldn't be fair of me to block the intersection 

 

of opposing traffic because they have been waiting just like me for their turn”.   But the 

 

young woman in this case was clearly only concerned with herself.  Her choice based on 

 

selfishness, did not do her or anyone else any good.  All it did was block the intersection 

 

and start a chain reaction that caused other drivers to do the same thing, which lead to a 

 

big traffic jam.  This chain reaction is an example of the second reason I feel people 

 

make poor driving decisions.  They emulate other drivers with bad driving skills.   

   

 

     For example, who hasn't experienced the frustration of driving on Interstate 80 and 

 

encounter road construction that requires the merging of two lanes into one?  For miles 

 

there are signs posted to begin merging, but for some reason most people will not merge 

 

until just at the one lane point which creates a bottleneck.  It seems like they think since 

 

the majority of drivers are not merging why should they.  Everyone else is doing it they 

 

rationalize, and they always know there will be one sucker who did obey the traffic signs 

 

that will let them in when they don't deserve it.  Personally, I do try my best to obey 

 

traffic signs but I am not about to fall for their feigned look of innocence that begs to be 

 

let in.  Maybe I am being too hard on people and am acting childish and vindictive.  But 

 

maybe there is bigger more encompassing reason why I am so upset.  Could the main 

 

reason be because I feel they should drive better, maybe like me? 

                                                                                                                    

 

 

  I cannot act like an innocent here and lead you to believe that I think my driving is 

 

perfect.  As a matter of fact I hear lots of complaints from my husband every time I am 

 

in the driver’s seat and I complain about his driving just as much.  I think it is because 

 

we have been taught how to drive by different people, but yet expect the other to drive 

 

like they would.  To demonstrate this idea, who hasn't put an imaginary brake on when 

 

riding as a passenger?  Don't you think you put your foot on the imaginary brake pedal 

 

because if you were driving, you would be braking?  I think this concept as to why people 

 

drive badly might be my only hope of not going insane on my daily commute. 

   

     So with all the reasons why I feel that people drive like idiots, I think I might try hard 

 

to focus my beliefs on my last reason for people who drive like idiots.  They were just 

 

taught to drive that way.  Because if I thought the only reasons that people drove like 

 

idiots was because they were selfish, rude and only drove recklessly because they saw 

 

others getting away with it, I might get pushed to the breaking point of road rage! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Fill It Up At The Pump
 

Have you wondered lately why you have less money to spend on things that

are important to you in your life?  Would you enjoy being able to fill

up your car without blowing half your paycheck this week?  Well we can

all thank the increasing costs of gasoline and the rising prices of

making this fuel for this.  I think the time is long overdue to think of

alternative ways to get from point A to B.  Currently there are over two

hundred million cars on the road in America.  And with more new drivers

everyday wouldn’t you think someone would come up with a solution to

this problem?  Here are some of my own suggestions on how we can save

ourselves a little extra cash traveling and maybe this planet for future

generations.

 

First I just want to let you know that I feel we all need to drive

vehicles.  With the daily activities of our lives it is almost

impossible not to travel by motorized vehicles.  Any ways I also feel

everyone can start carpooling to work.  Most cars have at least four

seats and they are not all used to go to work.  If everyone would start

driving with three of their coworkers this would save everyone in the

car literally hundreds of dollars that week.  Even if you could carpool

with just one person this would save a lot of money.  

 

If you live close enough to walk or ride a bike to work you should. 

Unless the weather is too bad I would recommend this.  You can get your

daily exercise from this plus save money in the process.  You wouldn’t

believe how many people I know that actually drive a half mile to work

everyday even on the most beautiful summer days of the year.  I

unfortunately live 8 miles away from where I work but still manage to

ride a bike to work a couple of days over the summer.  So enjoy the nice

outdoors and save some money for a day you really need it.

 

With great advancements in modern technology we now have the choice of

buying a hybrid vehicle.  A hybrid vehicle is just what it sounds like,

a cross between a gasoline and electric motor car.  These are great for

long trips.  Some models that are out on the market right now can get up

to sixty miles per gallon and also last seven hundred miles before

refueling.  This is a great way to save money.  Although these vehicles

cost a little more than a regular car they will pay for themselves many

times over after a few years of use.  Some of these hybrids have a port

in the back so you can plug them into a wall outlet to charge over

night.  These cars have a switch to change the motor over to just

electric.  This lets you drive twenty miles without using gas.  This is

a really nice feature for small commutes.  I would recommend the Toyota

Prius as the best hybrid out on the market right now.  If everyone would

go out and buy a hybrid vehicle this would show automakers that there is

a market for greener automobiles and more automakers will begin to

create more fuel-efficient ways to drive.     

 

A scooter is like a miniature-sized motorcycle that gets about one

hundred miles per gallon.  These are good gas savers too and are also

inexpensive to buy.  They are a fun way to drive and you won’t break the

bank buying one.  You can buy a new one for around $1500.  They are

excellent for commutes in town and some of the larger models can even be

driven on the highway.   

 

All of these different kinds of vehicles I mentioned can have a

substantial impact on pollution.  Pollution is a serious problem on our

environment and if we don’t do something about it starting right now

rising gas prices will not be the only thing we will have to worry

about.  The pollution that is caused by a car not only affects the air,

it also affects ground, water and noise pollution.   

 

I believe the most significant reason that fuel prices are going through

the roof is because of the war right now.  I personally feel when the

war is over there is a possibility that gas prices will decrease.  This

one can be solved also by electing the right person into office for this

next term.  I’m not saying that George W. Bush is a bad president I’m

just saying he could have made better choices on going to war in Iraq. 

Now we are all paying for it big time at the pump.

 

If all of us would drive less and consume less gasoline this will begin

to force fuel prices down.  In the end possibly saving the ozone layer

and not burning a hole in our pocket at the pump.  Wouldn’t it be nice

to say fill it up without cringing.  I can remember a day just a few

years ago when this was a reality.  I’m not saying that we will go back

to days like these but we can make a real difference if we all start

driving less and find alternative ways of traveling.  For a better

future for all of us we need to make a change now.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Controversy in Parking
        In many locations parking can pose an issue.  Especially for someone who is 

handicapped.  Different locations, just around Bloomsburg, PA, do not offer enough 

handicapped spots.  My boyfriend and I have come across this issue more than once. 

        Every since I have known my boyfriend, Nick, he has been in a wheelchair.  

And he lets nothing hold him back especially driving.  We have noticed on numerous 

occasions though that most places do not offer enough handicapped parking.  Once of 

these locations is Wal-Mart in Buckhorn.

        Wal-mart offers about 20 handicapped parking spots in the Buckhorn 

location.  It may sound like more than enough, however if a person who has a 

handicapped placard or licence plate tries to go to Wal-Mart mid-day on a Saturday, they 

may find parking an issue.  With this, Nick and I have found that visiting Wal-Mart around 

midnight during any day of the week is a better option.  We have found that most people 

are in bed at this hour and the availability of open parking spots is better.  Wal-Mart is 

not the only place around Bloomsburg that has limited access to handicapped parking 

spots.

        Geisinger, located in Danville, PA, is another place that has limited access to 

handicapped parking.  Having this limited amount of parking poses an issue when we go 

to doctors appointments in this location or are visiting family members that are patients 

there.  Living only 10 minutes away from Danville, we have found that we must leave 

about an hour earlier then we should, just to make sure we can find a handicapped spot 

and get to the appointment on time.  If these locations had more handicapped accessible 

spots, time would not be wasted just driving around trying to find a spot.

        With not enough handicapped parking spots available, people may be 

required to leave earlier when visiting these locations.  Another possibility is that they 

may be left waiting until late hours of the night so they are guaranteed to find an 

accessible spot.  If these locations were to open their eyes and see the limited amount of 

spots available and how inconvenient this is for many, they would add more spots.

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

