ANALOGY ESSAY
OBJECTIVE:  

· What is your purpose?

· What point are you trying to argue?

· SO WHAT?!

· Beyond the interesting fact that these 2 subjects are similar

· Their similarity serves what higher purpose?

· Argument about Subject X

· To argue that X = + or –

· To argue against pornography (X)

· To argue that pornography is bad, is a negative influence on society

· T o prove that pornography is detrimental toward women, objectifies women

ANALOGY:  

· Flows from your objective:  
· to prove a larger point

· analogy is a tool to be utilized to argue, persuade, clarify, illustrate, see anew

· Purposely chosen; not randomly chosen

· 2 disparate, seemingly unconnected subjects

· 2 previously unconnected subjects

· X = unknown

· Y = known that is + or –, has precedent, has a consensus, has rules or laws 

· Pornography (X) is like rape, racism, gangster violence (Y)

ANALOGY STATEMENT:  

· Last sentence in the Introduction

· X = Y in terms of __, __, and ___.

· An analogy is like a marriage:  two separate, independent forces join to create a bigger, better, more socially beneficial entity.

· “Life’s a dance you learn as you go.”

· More examples are below
I. Introduction: 

· Introduce Your Topic (Subject X):
· generalization (“Most of us” – “Everybody”)

· relevant statistic or quote (do not forget to cite this)
· current status of the situation, state of the union

· relevant personal anecdote
· EX:  Let us say your topic is comparing spanking to drinking alcoholic beverages in front of your children. You could start this essay with an anecdote (short narrative):  
· As the mother of 3 young children, I am constantly faced with the issue of discipline.  Specifically, I know I need to discipline and punish the boys when they misbehave, but I also know that I do not want to discipline them with any techniques that will cause long-term effects.  As a child myself, I experienced the form of discipline that most in my generation have:  spanking.  However, while some proponents of spanking adhere to the principle of “spare the rod, spoil the child,” I am strongly against this outmoded and cruel practice that sends the wrong message to children.  In this way, spanking is similar to drinking alcoholic beverages in front of children:  both acts are deplorable, emotionally scar the child, and set a bad example.


· HERE:  

· I introduced the topic in the first sentence 

· and narrowed deductively towards my thesis/analogy statement anecdotally.  

· I moved from discipline to concerns to spanking to what others believe to what I believe, ending with the analogy.


· NEVERTHELESS: 

· You do not HAVE to use an anecdote.
· ALTERNATIVE STRATEGIES:

· You could start with a generalization, stat, or quote.
· Then work deductively towards your analogy from there.

· Start with Subject X, note its traits, and then make the connection to Subject Y.

· Start with Subject Y, its status, its consensus, and then make the connection to Subject X.

· deductive reasoning process and this Introduction:

· Major Premise:  some generalization involving that to which you are going to compare our topic: 
· “Pennsylvania law bans certain sexual practices it classifies as sexual deviancy.”

· Minor Premise:  your topic: 
· “Bigamy is a form of sexual deviancy.” 

· Conclusion:  the analogy, 
· “Homosexuality is like Bigamy in terms of the biological, psychological,  and emotional problems caused.  Therefore, homosexual marriages should be banned.” (whatever side you are arguing)

analogy statement 

· ends the Introduction as a thesis statement would 

· analogy + support:  

· “Allowing Roe v. Wade to be repealed is like allowing prohibition to return in terms of added expenditure for policing, crime-rate growth, and increased danger and occurrence of physical injury.”

II. BODY:  DIFFERENCES
· Use a proper and effective transition (however, while) from the analogy statement to the differences.

· Admit that 2-3 (minor) differences exist and then briefly discuss and illustrate them

· “name” & “explain” only

· 1-2 paragraphs

· this builds your ethos
· In the above instance, you would discuss in a paragraph the obvious and/or minor differences between spanking & drinking.

III. BODY:  RESEMBLANCES
· Use a proper and effective transition (nevertheless, despite) from differences to resemblances.

· *Obviously, more resemblances should exist than differences; otherwise, choose another analogy.

· Name, explain, illustrate, reiterate.  

· *only 1 point per paragraph*
· Similarities #1- #5
· paragraph structure:  Topic Sentence (announce this point of similarity), briefly explain it, illustrate for Subject Y, illustrate for Subject X (SX = the “new” subject), clincher sentence (repeat point)

· TRANSITIONS:  between paragraphs (additionally, another), between sentences (further, for example, therefore), between subjects (likewise, similarly)

IV. Conclusion: 

· Repeat your topic, thesis, analogy, main points
· and then discuss the benefits of your having done this analogy:  

· argue for/against something, make a suggestion, ...
· So what?! These 2 are similar—now what? What’s your point?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TRANSITIONS:  

· between paragraphs (to indicate shifts in direction) 

· between points within paragraphs (to enumerate each point)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GRADING:

	analogy
	50%
	quality, accuracy of analogy, logic/reasoning

	organization
	30%
	similar to the point-by-point-by-point method of Comparison/Contrast essay

	grammar
	10%
	grammar, punctuation, spelling

	set-up
	10%
	headers, page numbers, & title (2 issues:  “The Similarities between…”) 

	documentation
	0
	no research


· LENGTH:   3-4 pages

· FORMAT:   essay format, with appropriate title and with proper headers

· SUBMIT:     upload the essay to our WebCT “Assignment Drop Box” and to Turnitin.com
· RESEARCH:  not necessary.  If you wish/need to research any point, remember

· this remains your original idea

· place the author’s name, the article title, and the page number in parentheses after EVERY sentence of borrowed words or ideas.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TOPICS
(1) Read Chapter 6 on “Resemblance Arguments” (217-33).

(2) Read the selection from Susan Brownmiller’s Against Our Will:  Men, Women, and Rape (231) and evaluate Ms. Brownmiller’s use of analogy to make her point.
(3) For three of the following, write either a pro/positive analogy statement in which you show agreement with the idea or a con/negative analogy statement in which you show disagreement with the idea.

· Positive Analogy Statement:    “Cramming for an exam is like carbohydrate loading before a big race:  it gives you the mental food you need for the exam, such as a full supply of concepts and details all fresh in your mind” (222).

· Negative Analogy Statement:  “Cramming for an exam is like pumping iron for ten hours straight to prepare for a weight-lifting competition:  exhausting and counter-productive” (222).

 (4) Write your Analogy Essay based on one of your analogy statements.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(some are from p. 222)

· Using spanking to discipline children is like…
· Using racial profiling for airport security is like…
· Using steroids to increase athletic performance is like…
· Paying college athletes is like…
· Eating at fast food restaurants is like…
· ____ is like eating fast food

· Smoking cigarettes is like… (obviously, no “positive” analogy statement)

· Abusing drugs or alcohol is like… (obviously, no “positive” analogy statement)

· Writing essays is like…
· Writing analogies is like…
· Reading/Thinking critically is like…
· Studying is like…
· Learning is like…
· Learning to _____ is like…
· Driving a car is like…
· The way my mind works (how I think) is like…
· Being in love is like…
· Being dumped or cheated on is like…
· God (religion) is like …
· (make a suggestion:  an event, a task, a person)

· Links to other analogies lists:

· http://www.altoonafp.org/analogies.htm (medical)

· http://www.altoonafp.org/special_analogies.htm (smoking )

· http://www.scienceanalogies.info/webanalogylinks.html (links to science)

· http://www.etni.org.il/farside/analogies.htm (WP worst ever competition)

· http://www.brainstorming.co.uk/tutorials/analogytutorial.html (general)
· http://www.brainstorming.co.uk/tutorials/analogytutorial.html (visual analogies)

· http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/legal-reas-prec/ (legal)

· http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/analogy-medieval/ (medieval)

· http://www.businessballs.com/stories.htm (business)
· http://archrecord.construction.com/inTheCause/1103food/andArchitecture.asp (architecture & food)
EXAMPLE:  Research Debate Project Topic = Same-Sex Marriages
· Biblical Analogy:  God’s wrath, Sodom and Gomorrah

· Legal Analogy:  under PA law, homosexuality is listed under “sexual deviancy” … so compare it to one of the other sexual deviancies:  polygamy, bigamy, rape, molestation, pedophilia, …

· Deductive Thinking:  

· Major Premise:  some generalization involving what you are comparing same-sex marriages to

· Minor Premise:  same-sex marriages, homosexuality

· Conclusion:  therefore, same-sex marriages should be banned

· Question:  Ask yourself:  

· Homosexuality = what?

· Same-sex marriages = what?

· Question:  

· What else do we ban or oppose legally?  

· (since you are looking to ban same-sex marriages)

· (since you are looking for legal justification to oppose same-sex marriages)

· Can a comparison be made between the two?

· Question:

· Is homosexuality considered a disease or a dysfunction (genetic malfunction)?

· If so, make a comparison to a disease or dysfunction.

