IN-TEXT CITATIONS (MLA 8):

· Parenthetical Citations (parentheses)

CORE ELEMENTS
	(1) AUTHOR
	· just the Last Name 
· (when not used in the Lead-In Expression)

	(2) PAGE NUMBER
	· no “p.” or “pp” for page numbers 

· just the numeral

· found in print versions of books, magazines, journals, newspapers 

· seen onscreen with numbered pages, .pdf files

	EXAMPLE
	· (Smith 679).

· *no punctuation between…ordinarily


BONUS INFO: Authors
	0 AUTHORS
	· when a source has NO AUTHOR—
· use the next item in the Bibliographic Citation (on the Works Cited page)

· usually it is the “Article Title” (but could be the Book Title)

· the title can be shortened/truncated if it is too long 

· (*as long as it does not create confusion with another title)

EXAMPLE:

· (“The Causes and Effects of Fibromyalgia” 45).

· (Neurological Disorders 462).

	2 AUTHORS
	· when a source has 2 AUTHORS
· (Last Name + and + Last Name).

· (not an ampersand -- &)

EXAMPLE:

· (Lewis and Clark 557).
· (Martin and Lewis 2). 

	3+ AUTHORS
	· when a source has 3 or more AUTHORS
· Last Name of the 1st author indicated in the source + et al. (“and others”)

· the “al” needs a period after it because it is an abbreviation

EXAMPLE:

· (Jeter, et al. 2).
· (Fouts, et al. 14). 

	2 + WORKS 

by the SAME AUTHOR
	· when you have 2 or more Works by the SAME AUTHOR
· Last Name + comma + Source

EXAMPLE:

· (Loman, “Causes of Depression” 213).
· (Loman, “Overcoming Depression” 89).


	2+ AUTHORS 

with the SAME LAST NAME
	· when you have 2 or more AUTHORS with the SAME LAST NAME
· 1st initial + period + Last Name

· (use the full 1st name if the initials are the same)

EXAMPLE:

· (B. Clinton 98).
· (H. Clinton 114).


BONUS INFO:  Locations
· Since readers often need to find the original of a thought or quote – in context –, they need to be able to find, easily and quickly, where it is located in the source document. 

· To accomplish this, we place page numbers in the parenthetical citations to help readers painlessly find the original idea or quote, without having to read the entire source.

· IF

· They appear in print or onscreen

· BUT

· If no page numbers appear in or on the original – and this is particularly the case with e-sources such as Web site or database articles – then you cannot rely upon the page numbers supplied by the printers because each printer’s settings are different. 

· Some documents – usually shorter ones – often have numbered paragraphs in them.  

· SO

· When a document lacks page numbers, use paragraph numbers in your parenthetical citation. 

· Other Page Referents could include numbered chapters, sections, parts, or books.
· For videos, use the TIME CODE.

*NO PAGE NUMBERS*
	PARAGRAPH NUMBERS
	· numbered onscreen

· Last Name + comma + par.#
EXAMPLE:

· (Smith and Wesson, par.5).

· (Smith and Wesson, pars.1-3). 

	CHAPTERS, SECTIONS, PARTS, BOOKS
	· numbered onscreen

· Last Name + comma + ch.#

· Last Name + comma + sec.#

· Last Name + comma + pt.#

· Last Name + comma + bk.#

EXAMPLE:

· (Thompson, ch.2).

· (Ruger, secs.7-8).

· (Colt, pts.44-45).

· (Winchester, bk.9).

	VIDEO TIME CODES
	· for audio or video TIME-BASED MEDIA, use the TIME CODE for the location

· videos, movies, podcasts

· songs, recorded lectures

· hour + colon + minute + colon + second

EXAMPLE:

· (Fight Club 00:54:23).
· (Durden, 01:32:48).


· IF

· A source has NO NUMBERED paragraphs or sections
· Then you CANNOT use the above location indicators

*NO NUMBERED LOCATION INDICATORS*
	NO NUMBERED LOCATIONS
	· instead, describe the location in the LEAD-IN EXPRESSION 
EXAMPLE:

· In the third paragraph of Ebert’s review, ….
· Under the subheading ‘Symptons,’….


Books of the Bible
	BIBLE
	· italicize the version name

· abbreviate the Book Title + period after an abbrev.
· no abbreviations for “chapter” or “verse”

· Version Name + comma + Bk. Title + period (abbreviation) + chapter + period + verse/s

EXAMPLE:

· (LeBron James Version, Rev. 13.13).
· (New Boring Sanitized Version, Gen. 1.1-3).





NO:


dates


URLs


p., pg.





Whatever is 1st (correctly) on the WC page


= 1st in the In-Text Citation





a comma





a comma





NO comma








