Parenthetical Citations

I. PURPOSE:

· Writers of academic papers frequently incorporate research into their essays to bolster their positions.

· Acknowledgement:

· Parenthetical Citations allow writers to acknowledge the creator or originator of a borrowed idea.

· “Give credit where credit’s due.”
· NAVIGATION:

· Parenthetical Citations also help readers navigate through essays by informing them whose idea is whose. 
· Does this idea come from the writer or from a source?
· Is this the writer’s opinion, analysis or researched fact, proven data?

· LOCATION:

· Parenthetical Citations provide readers with sufficient information to locate the original source of an idea.

· If the reader wants to find the idea in its original context.
· If the reader wants to pursue it further, to read more about that idea abridged in your paper.

· If the reader wants to verify the authenticity of your research.

· If the reader wants to confirm the accuracy of your interpretation or analysis or usage.

· Subsequently, Parenthetical Citations should not be too obtrusive –  

· they should not interfere with the essay

· they should provide “just enough” information to get the reader to the Works Cited page

· “STEPPING STONES”:

· Allow readers to move from the essay to the parenthetical to the Works Cited to the original source.
· Like stepping stones across a stream.



II. FORMAT:

· typing:  Quotation marks + space + parentheses + period
· “…opinion” (Smith 89).

· Period always comes after the parenthetical citation – 

· To signal that that sentence only comes from that source 

· (nothing before or after it).

· You will not cite an entire paragraph 

· (your essay with your thoughts, analyses).

· Exception = Block Quotes

· No Web addresses (URLs) and No full names

· Rarely any commas
(Author’s Last Name + Page Number)
· AUTHOR’S LAST NAME: 

· (unless it appears in the lead-in)

· this is usually the first item in a Works Cited citation, by which you have alphabetized the whole list

· (Schmigliessa 8).

· if no author ( “Article Title” 

· in quotes

· capitalized

· truncated

· (“35 Years of Roe” 8).

· PAGE NUMBER(S): 

· Page Numbers:  Since readers often like to find the original of a thought or quote, they need to be able to find, easily and quickly, where it is located in the original source document. To accomplish this, we place page numbers in the parenthetical citation to help readers painlessly find the original, without having to read the entire source.

· (Schmigliessa 8).

· just the number (no “p.” or “pg.” or “p#”)
· use page numbers only if numbers appear on the computer screen

· we cannot rely on the printer’s pagination since each printer has different settings

· Subheadings: 

· If, however, no page numbers appear in or on the original – and this is particularly the case with e-sources such as Web site or database articles – then you cannot rely upon the page numbers supplied by the printers because each printer’s settings are different.  

· Thus, you will use subheadings, used to break up the text of longer articles.  

· As you do with titles, capitalize, truncate, and place quotation marks around subheadings.

· (Schmigliessa ‘Abortion:  History’).

· Paragraph Numbers:  

· Shorter documents often have paragraph numbers in them, and even if they do not, readers will not mind counting paragraphs because of the brevity of the document.  

· Therefore, if the document lacks page numbers and subheadings, use paragraph numbers in your parenthetical citation. For example:  

· (Schmigliessa par.6).

· If a source has neither author nor page numbers (typical of e-sources) – 

· (“Article” + “Subheading” or par.#).

· (“35 Years of Roe”  ‘The Problem’). or (“Strategy” ‘The Importance of Succeeding’).
- Cite immediately -


Not eventually





FULL WORKS CITED PAGE CITATION:


Schmigliessa, John. “35 Years of Roe.” Babies R 


	Us. 25 Jan. 2000. Babies R Us, Inc. 11 June 


	2011 <http://www.babiesrus.com/Roe.html>.








KEY CONCEPTS CONCERNING CITING





“Borrowed Information”


words directly quoted


ideas paraphrased or summarized


opinions, beliefs, suggestions, statistics, concepts, definitions, data, …


When in doubt, cite!!!!


If you are uncertain if something should be cited, cite it.


(see the separate handout on “What to Cite”)


Changing a few words does NOT change your obligation to document!!!


Whether you directly quote or paraphrase or summarize, you must always CITE researched data.


If you did not know the information before performing research, you must cite it.


Cite immediately, not eventually!


Place a parenthetical Citation after every sentence of borrowed information.


Do NOT cite an entire paragraph – 


This is your essay, with your analyses and arguments.











