evaluatING web sources
WHAT to NOTE:
· author, with credentials

· authority (in the field)
· accuracy

· objectivity

· publisher

· title of journal

· integrity, reliability

· date of posting

· updating

· date of most recent update, edition

· note the date of the latest revision (of Web site)
· later editions/more updates indicate revisions, corrections, updates

· science, technology:  

· since these fields are frequently updated, 

· sources should be recent

· history:  

· depending if you need secondary or primary source information

· recent  (new understanding, revisions, contemporary views )

· remote (near the original event, initial interpretations or reactions)

· bibliography, Works Cited/Consulted

· balance of text and image (not all pictures and no substance)

· *quality of writing = quality of research & argument
· Is it just a personal Web page (.com/~tilde +name)?

· blog, wiki, chat

· Are there ways to respond to author(s)?

TERMS:
· URL:  publisher

· homepages have personal name after a tilde (~)
· “users,” “members,” “people”

· commercial ISP (aol.com, geocities.com)

· DOMAIN NAME:

· educational (.edu)
· non-profit (.org)

· commercial (.com, .net)

· government (.gov, .mil, .us)

· SERVER:

· named between the (http://) and the first slash (/)
· publisher

· agency or person operating the server:  
· Have you heard of them before,? Are they related to the site name?

· http://www.nytimes.com/
· BACKGROUND-PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT:

· “ABOUT US,” “PHILOSOPHY,” “BACKGROUND,” “BIOGRAPHY,” “RESUME/CV”

· located around the borders of the site

· or you can truncate the address back to the server
REPUTABLE INTERNET SOURCES
* the standards for quality are the same for electronic sources as they are for print sources *

SPONSORED BY:
· governmental agency
· end with .gov or .mil

· educational institution (university)

· end with .edu

· beware of a student’s homepage, though

· professional organization
· end with .org (or .net)

· most of the data found on reputable sites can be found elsewhere 

· consensus, agreement

· (although this can be the “bandwagon” fallacy)
· the quality of writing should be high

· quality of writing = quality of research

· information should be given on the organization and/or author

· the site should have been updated recently
· the article/page should have a bibliography, a Works Cited page, or a references page

AVOID:

· personal home pages or blogs 
· wikis, chat rooms

· Wikipedia and the like (about.com, answers.com)

RELY UPON:

** rely upon instead the 
· library’s databases 
· to search for scholarly articles
· especially databases related to your topic

· especially articles that have been “peer reviewed” or “peer edited” by scholars in that particular field
· PROFESSIONAL SITES:

· sites owned or supported by a professional organization in the field
· expert advice, scholarly material, meant to educate & not to entertain
· (think the CDC for diseases)

· GOOGLE SCHOLAR:

· Google has beta bases like Google Scholar that attempt to assemble quality, reliable sources.
