BLOCK QUOTES
· WHEN: 

· Use a Block Quote when your quote is 4+ lines of typed text.

· *Use a Block Quote ONLY when the entire quote is on-point, with no digressions.

· Otherwise, students should “dissect” this lengthy material by paraphrasing some parts (still cite!), directly quoting the “perfect” parts (cite!), and omitting the irrelevant remainder.

· LEAD-IN:
· Introduce a block quote with a Previewing Sentence that ends with a colon.

· That the heroic and historically important deeds of previously unknown women should be included in history books is evident from the following notice:  

· By briefly announcing the content of an extended quote, a previewing sentence tells readers what to look for in the quotation. No extra space is needed between the text and the Block Quote.
· HOW TO TYPE:
· Indent the whole quote 1 inch (refer to the ruler in Word) …. length of a paragraph indent
· (tab button twice, since most tabs = set @ ½”)(about 15 spaces).

· Place NO quotation marks around the block quote     (*unless it’s a Quote of a Quote).

· because the indentation already visually distinguishes the quote
· unlike shorter direct quotes
· Maintain DOUBLE –spacing of the text

· Place the parenthetical citation after the last period. 
· . . . tension. (13)
· unlike shorter direct quotes

· Follow-up:
· Explain the quote in your own words — it is your essay.

· Clarify or explain the quote.

· Relate it to your point (“Warrant Statement”).

· EXAMPLE:  (Below is an example of a block quote used in an essay)
One of the speeches in the play that reinforces this motif of theatricality involves Hamlet’s response to his mother regarding his appearance:

Seems, madam! nay it is; I know not 'seems.'

'Tis not alone my inky cloak, good mother,

Nor customary suits of solemn black,

Nor windy suspiration of forced breath,

No, nor the fruitful river in the eye,

Nor the dejected 'havior of the visage,

Together with all forms, moods, shapes of grief,

That can denote me truly: these indeed seem,

For they are actions that a man might play:

But I have that within which passeth show;

These but the trappings and the suits of woe. (1.2.77-87)

Here, Hamlet claims not to be acting a part—like his mother, he venomously insinuates—but to be truly grieving for his late father.    (I have this whole example single-spaced to fit on 1 page)

Never end a paragraph with another’s words.





SO…Set up the BQ with a Lead-In EXPRESSION and a colon. Place no extra space between the text of the essay and the block quote.  Maintain DOUBLE-spacing; use no QUOTATION MARKS. The whole quote is indented.  The parenthetical follows the last period. A Warrant Statement follows the quote.








