DECLARATION of INDEPENDENCE

PURPOSE:

· out of “decent respect” to other nations

· to list causes of dissolution

“SELF-EVIDENT TRUTHS”:

1. all men are created equal

2. all men are born with inalienable rights

3. inalienable rights =

· life

· liberty

· pursuit of happiness

· (security, safety)

4. government's job = to protect these rights

· to guarantee these rights

· gets its power from the people

5. when a government fails to do #4

· its people have the right/duty to abolish old government
· to establish a new government that will do #4

· not over “transient causes” (“prudence”)

· people = accustomed to suffer, suffer through habit, custom – don’t easily revolt

“FACTS” of George III’s tyranny:

· won’t assent to laws (over-arching fact)

· won’t let his governors pass laws of immediate importance

· won’t pass laws unless people give up right of representation

· calls meetings at strange times, places, without record, to “fatigue into compliance”

· dissolved representatives b/c they disagreed with him

· then refused to call them back or allow elections to replace them -- vulnerable to invasion

· sought to limit population of the colonies (dissuade people from coming)

· refused judiciary powers – no justice

· made judges dependent upon his will

· create new offices, to harass colonies

· in peace, kept standing armies w/o the consent of colonial legislature

· placed his armies above the law, colonial powers

· made colonies subject to other countries’ jurisdictions:

· keeping an army here

· army = above the law

· cutting off foreign trade

· taxation w/o consent

· deprive of trial by jury

· trumped up charges  - trials oversees

· (created?) neighboring province

· removed colonial charters

· abolished colonial laws

· suspended colonial legislature

· disowned then waged wars on colonies

· plundered, pillaged colonies

· using foreign mercenaries

· impressment at sea

· stirred insurrections in colonies, & conspired with Indians

ETHOS:

· tone

· truths

· human rights

· values (universal)

· facts

· “humble terms”

· detailed process of redress 

· “prudence,” not taken lightly

· Logos

· good intentions (protection, “security”)

· before God, invoke God

DECLARATION:

· Free & independent states

· Absolved from British allegiance

· All political connection = dissolved

· Has full power for war, trade, peace, alliances,…

QUESTIONABLE, DEBATABLE TERMS:

· Laws of Nature

· Laws of Nature’s God

· Self-evident:  evident, w/o need of proof or explanation

· Truths

· Created (men = created?)

· Men (not women, children, all men of races, classes)

· Inalienable:  cannot be taken away, transferred

· Life

· Liberty

· Happiness

· Right:   power, privilege, given by law; a just claim to duty

· Duty

· Facts (against G3’s tyranny)

· Tyranny, despotism:  oppressive, unjust, absolutism, autocracy
