OUTLINE TEMPLATE

I. INTRODUCTION        *Use your GENERAL CONTEXT to introduce your issue*
	GENERAL CONTEXT:
· General Climate, Context
· What’s been going on re: this issue, who’s saying/doing what, what are the sides, what’s in the news?

· Use your General Context Journal


	

	Option #2: 4 Pronouns Approach:
· Opening Generalization (“Everybody”)

· Narrow (“Some” & “Others”)
· You (“I”)

· The “I” should flow logically from the “Others;” they should be related somehow—opposites, parallels.

· “However, I …” “As a matter of fact, I, too, …”


	

	“TIP YOUR HAT”:
* Mention that other arguments exist.

* This forces you to answer in your thesis:  Why these 3?

* “Some arguments against US military support in Cromagnostan include ….”
	

	THESIS:
*TOPIC + MAIN IDEA + SUPPORT*
* “However, the three most important (significant) arguments against US military involvement in Cromagnostan are ….”
· Why these 3?  
· They are the most significant reasons.

*FOR or AGAINST*
	


II. BODY PARAGRAPH #1

	TOPIC SENTENCE:

* repeat first two-thirds of thesis statement

* identify reason
* “One argument against US military support in Cromagnostan concerns ___.”


	

	EXPLAIN:

* explain briefly—in a sentence or two—your reason (“in other words”)

* clarify your point, define your term
* specific, descriptive characteristics, traits


	

	EXAMPLES:

* be SPECIFIC

* be RELEVANT

* use Transitions: 
· “For example,” “For instance” 
· “Another example concerns…” 
· “A more positive example involves…”
* refer to a particular person, situation

* personal anecdote
	

	Clincher Statement:

· repeat main idea of the paragraph

· not a word-for-word repetition

· Warrant Statement:

       * Relate your example to your point*

       * Thus, Therefore, Hence

       * “Thus, as this example clearly illustrates, the US should not send troops to Cromagnostan because __.”
· segue to your next point
	


· III. BODY PARAGRAPH #2
	TOPIC SENTENCE:
** refer back to previous idea/paragraph

* repeat first two-thirds of thesis statement

* identify next reason

* “In addition to [point #1], another argument against US military support in Cromagnostan involves ___.”

	

	EXPLAIN:
* explain briefly—in a sentence or two—your reason (“in other words”)
* clarify your point, define your term
* specific, descriptive characteristics, traits


	

	EXAMPLES:

* be SPECIFIC

* be RELEVANT

* use Transitions: 

· “For example,” “For instance” 

· “Another example concerns…” 

· “A more positive example involves…”

* refer to a particular person, situation

* personal anecdote
	

	Clincher Statement:

· repeat main idea of the paragraph

· not a word-for-word repetition

· Warrant Statement:

       * Relate your example to your point*

       * Thus, Therefore, Hence

       * “Thus, this example clearly illustrates that the US should not send troops to Cromagnostan because __.”

· segue to your next point
	


IV. BODY PARAGRAPH #3

	TOPIC SENTENCE:
** look back & look ahead by referring back to previous two paragraphs and

* repeat first two-thirds of thesis statement

* identify next reason

* “While [points #1 &2] are significant arguments, the most important reason against US military support in Cromagnostan involves ___.”
	

	EXPLAIN:
* explain briefly—in a sentence or two—your reason (“in other words”)
* clarify your point, define your term
* specific, descriptive characteristics, traits


	

	EXAMPLES:

* be SPECIFIC

* be RELEVANT

* use Transitions: 

· “For example,” “For instance” 

· “Another example concerns…” 

· “A more positive example involves…”

* refer to a particular person, situation

* personal anecdote
	

	Clincher Statement:

· repeat main idea of the paragraph

· not a word-for-word repetition

· Warrant Statement:

       * Relate your example to your point*

       * Thus, Therefore, Hence

       * “Thus, this example clearly illustrates that the US should not send troops to Cromagnostan because __.”
	


V. CONCLUSION
	FULL CIRCLE:
* refer to opening generalization, scenario

* refer to your purpose


	

	THESIS:
* repeat thesis (not exact words)

* repeat the reasons/types/traits

	

	ADDITIONAL POINTS:
* add additional points to clarify

* mention other reasons, types/roles, similarities/differences that were less important than those discussed in the Body

* one last chance to convince, persuade

	

	CLINCHER SENTENCE:
* write a single sentence to signal the end to this essay

* make it relevant to the essay’s topic, purpose, audience 

* make a suggestion:   suggest what we should do instead of sending troops

* make a warning:  “If we send troops to Cromagnostan, then….”
	


EMPHATIC ORDER:  Save the “best” argument for last & say so





SO WHAT?!


What’s your point? What’s your argument? What do you want us to do? Why should we care? What’s in it for us? 








