THE GENERAL CONTEXT
The General Climate of Opinion surrounding the issue
TASK:
· Briefly discuss (single paragraph) the “General Climate” of your Informal Opinion Essay (IOE) topic. 

· In a word, its context.

· What have people been arguing about concerning this topic? What are the sides of the argument?
GUIDE QUESTIONS: 
· What has been the debate on this issue? 

· What have people been saying/writing or arguing concerning this topic? 

· What stories have been in/on the news lately regarding this issue? 

· Recently, have there been any related court cases or rulings? 
· Laws, speeches, protests, marches, 
· Bumper stickers, movies/documentaries, …? 

· What are the “sides” or positions on this topic? Who’s who? 

PURPOSE: 
· provides material for your Introduction 

· helps you recognize the issue in its context

· helps you identify biases & assumptions 

· helps you spot gaps or errors in the info 

· helps you reflect on your own perspective, bias, inclination regarding the topic 

