INFORMAL OPINION ESSAY (IOE)
DUE DATE: 

· Consult the course schedule for due DATE and due TIME (11 AM).

FORMAT:

· typed (typical essay formatting)









· 2-3 pages in length (longer than typical journal)

· Apply the “Essay Basics”

· title, introduction, thesis statement, conclusion, clear organization

· Support your argument:  

· make a Claim & support it with reasons, examples, anecdotes, sense details, metaphors/similes
· incorporate NO RESEARCH!

· Proofread!
· While this is “informal,” I nevertheless expect you to proofread for grammar and spelling errors.

TOPIC:  

· Look at the list of topics from the Opposing Viewpoints database.

· Go to the database, linked through our library’s site

· <http://depts.luzerne.edu/library/ >

· Or, look at the list below.

· Choose one of the contemporary debatable, researchable (“hot-button”) topics 

· one that appeals to your interests

· we will be using this for later assignments, so choose wisely

RHETORICAL PROSPECTUS:
· Complete a “Rhetorical Prospectus.”

· See below (or, separate handout).

ESSAY:
· “informal” 

· as in no research

· not as in poor writing, slang, or other informalities

· “opinion”

· make a Claim concerning your topic & support it 

· For example, what is your opinion regarding abortion or health care reform or immigration?

· argue for or against – we should or we should not

· no research - just your organized, well-worded ideas on the topic

· “essay”

· follow the tenets of the “Essay Basics” 

· organization

· Title, Introduction (concluding w/a Thesis Statement), Body (1 reason per para.), Conclusion

· proper headers on each page

· no cover/title page

· Draft, proofread, revise, and submit your essay.

· submit to Turnitin.com
· nothing should be flagged since this is your opinion

· submit to WebCT drop box 
· upload as an attachment only

· I grade from the drop box, not from Tii.com

RHETORICAL PROSPECTUS

1. What is your thesis?

· your claim, thesis, position

2. What is your purpose?

· your aim, goal, object

· what you want to accomplish

· your Aim of Argument (inquire, convince, persuade, mediate)

· SO WHAT?!

3. Who is your target audience?

· your readership

· their qualities, traits, opinions, stance on this issue

· your relationship with your readership/audience

4. What is your subject matter?

· obligated by your thesis

· what you need to research

5. What are your prospective sources?

· cursory, preliminary research

· not to be included in the IOE

· to be used in a later assignment

· possible Web sites, magazines, documents

· databases (Opposing Viewpoints)

6. What is your Organizational Plan?

· Outline

· order of support, reasons

· “emphatic order” – “best” for last

OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS:  Topics

<http://depts.luzerne.edu/library/ >

· Abortion

· Adoption

· Affirmative action

· AIDS (Disease)

· Alcoholism

· Animal experimentation

· Animal rights

· Assisted suicide

· Athletes

· Bioethics

· Biological weapons

· Birth control

· Capital punishment

· Censorship

· Child abuse

· Church and state

· Civil rights

· Cloning

· Creationism

· Crime

· Death

· Divorce

· Domestic violence

· Drinking (Alcoholic beverages)

· Driving while intoxicated

· Drug abuse

· Drug traffic

· Drugs and athletes

· Eating disorders

· Education

· Elderly

· Emigration and immigration

· Employment

· Endangered species

· Environmentalism

· Euthanasia

· Evolution (Biology)

· Family

· Family relations

· Feminism

· Gambling

· Gangs

· Genetic engineering

· Genocide

· Global warming

· Globalization

· Gun control

· Hate crimes

· Health care reform

· Health insurance

· Homelessness

· Homosexuality

· Human rights

· Illegal immigrants

· Internet

· Iraq

· Islamic fundamentalism

· Juvenile drinking

· Juvenile drug abuse

· Juvenile offenders

· Media violence

· Medical care

· Medical ethics

· Mental disorders

· Mental health

· Middle East

· Minimum wage

· Narcotics legalization

· National security

· Nuclear weapons

· Nutrition

· Oceans

· Outsourcing

· Patriot Act 2001

· Political corruption

· Pollution

· Population growth

· Pornography

· Poverty

· Prisons

· Race relations

· Racism

· Rape

· Religion

· Renewable energy

· Right of privacy

· Same sex marriage

· School violence

· Sex education

· Sexual behavior

· Slavery reparations

· Smoking

· Social security

· Stem cells

· Suicide

· Teenage pregnancy

· Teenage sexual behavior

· Terrorism

· United States foreign relations

· Violence

· War crimes

· Welfare reform

· Women

· Women's rights

· Working women

· Youth

10 points off if late


Submit to our drop box by the due date and due time.








State your opinion, argument, claim


Support it








